
 
 
 
 
 
LETTER TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
30th April 2020 
 
Dear Student and Parent 
 
Firstly, I want to say a huge well done to all of you that continue to engage with us and adapt 
to a range of new ways of working and learning together.  I hope this communication finds 
you and your family’s safe and well during these unprecedented and worrying times. I 
wanted to take this opportunity to update you on some key topics following the Easter 
holidays. 
 
We are continuing to keep up to date on a daily basis with Ofqual/Awarding Body information 
and guidance relating to exam and assessment arrangements for all qualifications. (Ofqual is 
The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation who regulates qualifications, 
examinations and assessments in England).  Below is an overview of guidance received to 
date: 

GCSE Arrangements: 
Ofqual has released information with detailed guidance for Centres to follow in arriving at 
assessment judgements on students’ performance and how these will be standardised to 
make sure that grades are fair using a model developed by Ofqual: 

• Teachers will use their professional experience to make fair and objective 
judgements of grades they believe a student would have achieved had they sat their 
exams this year. Teachers will take into account the full range of available evidence 
when they grade students, including non-exam assessment: the results of any 
homework assignments or mock exams: and any other records of student 
performance from September 2019 until the time of college enforced closure  

• Once grades are allocated teachers are then required to provide a rank order of 
students within each grade. This is because the statistical standardisation process 
will need more granular information than just the grade alone, because any one 
grade would have a range of marks for that boundary and this information would 
usually be reported in a students’ results as a Uniform Mark Scale (UMS).  An 
example of this would be a student who is to be allocated a grade 4 will be ranked 
against all other students also receiving a grade 4, according to the evidence 
associated with the student against that grade, some students will have performed at 
a higher level within the grade criteria.   Their homework, in class assessment, mock 
exam scores etc. could be higher and therefore, they are a higher performing grade 4 
student than a fellow grade 4 student.  

• Once each student is ranked within a grade the college will undertake a 
standardisation process, this will involve sampling a range of student’s evidence 
against the grade allocated and ranking, this process will ensure that grades and 
ranking is fair for all students.  The panel set up to do this is comprised of Acting Vice 
Principal Curriculum and Quality, Director of Quality and Head of Faculty for English 
and maths. 

• Following the above process all grades by individual student will be agreed and 
signed off by the Head of Centre, who is the Acting College Principal. Grades will 
then be uploaded to the Awarding Body portal by the Exams Manager to make sure 



that grades are fair between all providers, e.g. schools, colleges, exam boards will 
put all centre assessment grades through a process of standardisation using a model 
developed with Ofqual. Ofqual will use the following sources of evidence in making 
these judgements: 

o Historical outcomes for each centre- how has the college performed in these 
subjects over the last three years, how many students achieved and what 
grades did they get 

o Prior attainment (Key stage 2 or GCSE) of this year’s students and those in 
previous years within the centre - so for our students what grade did they 
achieve at key stage 4, before starting at college  

o The expected national grade distribution for the subject given the prior 
attainment of national entry to the subject  

Grades allocated to students cannot be shared with students or parents. Ofqual have given 
centres clear guidance-  

“do not share provisional grades, nor rank orders with students or parents and 
carers. This is to protect the integrity of the teacher’s judgements and to avoid 
teachers, Head of Departments of feeling under pressure to submit a grade that is 
not supported by the evidence”  

If centres are found to have breached this instruction, they will face sanctions. 
Our GCSE team have commenced the above actions and we have put in place a time line to 
have completed this by the end of May 2020, we are still awaiting a firm date when grades 
need to be uploaded from Ofqual and Awarding Body AQA, however we are confident this 
will be end of May 2020, beginning of June 2020. Grades will be released to students on 20th 
August 2020. 
Full overview of the guidance from Ofqual and the Awarding Body our students are 
registered with for exams can be found on the websites identified below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/ 

Vocational Qualifications  
The complexity and range of vocational and technical qualifications means a single 
approach is not appropriate and we are awaiting further guidance to ensure that students 
can progress onto college courses or university.  There is currently a national consultation 
period with awarding organisations until 8 May 2020, following which we should be in a 
position to calculate grades. 
 
Calculated results will draw on a range of evidence, depending on the structure of the 
qualification. This means that teachers will put forward grades based on assessed work 
completed to date, coursework, mock exams and other aspects of course performance. 
 
They may be based in part on teacher, trainer or tutor judgements of the result each student 
would most likely have achieved had they been able to complete their assessments in 
summer 2020. 
 
Depending on the structure of the qualification, centres may be asked to provide a centre 
assessment grade for the whole qualification, or for uncompleted modules or units. There 
might be some instances where they are asked to provide a rank order of learners (as with 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
https://www.aqa.org.uk/


GCSEs, AS and A levels). Where appropriate, statistical techniques based on students’ 
results in previous years, will form part of the adopted approach. 
 
Any students undertaking Functional Skills English and maths qualifications, grades will 
receive a calculated result but again we are awaiting further guidance from Ofqual and 
Awarding Body on this.  As with GCSE team our vocational staff will be undertaking this 
activity over the coming weeks. We are still awaiting a clear timeline for when this needs to 
be completed from Ofqual and Awarding Bodies. 
 
Technical Qualifications (Licence to Practice) 
Practical skills qualifications that require occupational competence and particularly those that 
require a licence to practice, students will be required to undertake practical assessment to 
complete their qualification. Examples include some accountancy qualifications, hair and 
beauty, hospitality, construction qualifications etc.  More guidance on which qualifications will 
be included will be issued following the close of the consultation on 8 May 2020.   
 
These students will not receive a calculated grade because it would not be clear that a 
student can demonstrate the skills required for the role to which the qualification relates, or 
does not meet the occupational standards set by professional bodies, this has implications in 
the work place in terms of health and safety for our students, employers and 
clients/customers in the future. 
 
Ofqual have asked that awarding bodies where they can, look to adapt assessments and or 
delivery models so that assessments can still take place even though college is closed.  This 
could include taking online tests from home. However, in some cases where qualifications 
directly signal occupational competence including a licence to practice there may be no 
option but to delay assessments until the students can return to college. 
 
We are currently drawing up a timetable for those students whose course requires 
occupational competence and a licence to practice and these students will be our priority, 
when we re-open, to complete their qualification. So please keep working with your teachers 
and assessors remotely so that when the time comes you are ready to complete your 
assessments as effectively and efficiently as possible. This will mean that you can progress 
to the next level of qualification and or move into employment.  
We understand that this is a stressful time for everyone irrespective of the qualifications you 
are undertaking but rest assured that Peterborough Regional College is doing everything we 
can and that as we receive information from Ofqual and Awarding Bodies we will inform our 
students about how they are affected and what, if anything, they need to do. 
 
Next Steps and Progression 
For students progressing within Peterborough Regional College, you can be assured that we 
will support you fully so that the changes to your normal studies do not disadvantage 
you.  For your part, you need to continue to engage with your learning and take advantage 
of the support your tutors are providing through our online learning suite, Google Classroom. 
 
This term you will have been discussing your next steps and considering options after this 
year with your Achievement Support Lead (ASL) or course tutor.  It is important that you 
continue to think about your intended progression at the end of the academic year.  If you 
have not yet completed your progression application, please contact your ASL or course 
tutor for further support. You can also email admissions using this email address, 
admissions@peterborough.ac.uk 
 

mailto:admissions@peterborough.ac.uk


Course tutors are reviewing all applications currently and will make conditional offers in line 
with the process. You will be informed of the outcome of your progression application by the 
end of May 2020.  
 
Careers Coach  
If you are unsure about what you would like to do after this year why not take some time to 
access the college’s website and use Career Coach which offers a number of features to 
help you with planning your next steps.   
Click here: https://peterborough.emsicc.com/?radius=&region=Peterborough or email 
information@peterborough.ac.uk  
 
With Career Coach you can: 

• Take a Career Assessment to learn about yourself; Career Coach will give you career 
suggestions based on your interests 

• Browse or search for careers; Career Coach will give you relevant data on wages, 
employment, and the training you need 

• Browse or search for the available courses that lead to the career you want. 

The College’s Career Advisor is still working remotely and can be contacted on  
careers@peterborough.ac.uk 
 
Your Wellbeing 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding team are remote working Monday to Friday, so please contact us if you 
need to advise us of a change in circumstances for yourself or your son/daughter, or for any 
concerns. If you need to contact the college Safeguarding team at this time please email 
Safeguarding.PRC@peterborough.ac.uk or call 07740 456720. 
 
Please note we are continuing to make Welfare calls to some learners, these will appear as 
an unknown number, we will leave a message so please respond so that we know you and 
your family are okay. 
 
Your Health and Wellbeing 
As we continue to live under unique and sometimes difficult circumstances, it is more 
important than ever to look after your mental health and wellbeing, as well as your physical 
health. The Student Portal contains lots of information on wellbeing, welfare and general 
information on physical, mental and spiritual health.  
 
The Student Portal is updated regularly as new information, advice and guidance is made 
available. There are also details of more recreational activities available which can be done 
at home. The LRC are have competitions, and key events such as World Book Night and 
lots of interactive activities and resources to support your learning. These can be found via 
email lrc@peterborough.ac.uk,  twitter @prc lrc and the LRC 
Blog.  peterboroughregionalcollegelrc.blogspot.com. 
 
 
We will be providing a regular Student Wellbeing Newsletter with useful information and links 
highlighting any updates on the Student Portal. 
 
You can access the student portal by clicking the link below 
https://sites.google.com/peterborough.ac.uk/studentportal/home 
 

https://peterborough.emsicc.com/?radius=&region=Peterborough
mailto:information@peterborough.ac.uk
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http://peterboroughregionalcollegelrc.blogspot.com/
https://sites.google.com/peterborough.ac.uk/studentportal/home


Ramadan this year is between 23/4/20 – 23/5/20 and this will affect a number of you. 
Public Health England have put out a blog on how people can still observe Ramadan during 
lockdown: https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/04/22/stay-at-home-for-ramadan/ 
It gives advice on who should fast, who shouldn’t fast, what people should do in addition to 
their routines. 
 
I know that from speaking with staff that lots of you are continuing to engage in learning, 
please do your best to continue with your studies, this will serve you well in your future 
regardless of what happens in relation to exams, do your best to keep active and remember 
the government’s key advice: 
 

• Stay at home 
• Protect the NHS 
• Save Lives 

 
Finally, this continues to be a difficult and challenging time, but we can get through it by 
supporting each other and those in our communities who need it. 
 
Keep Safe. 
 
Best Wishes 
Angela  
 
Angela O’ Reilly 
Acting Vice Principal Curriculum and Quality  
Peterborough Regional College 
Park Crescent 
Peterborough 
PE1 4DZ 
Tel: 0345 8728722 
www.peterborough.ac.uk 
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