
 

 
 
 
 
LETTER TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
3 APRIL 2020 
 
Dear Student and Parent 
 
Firstly, I want to say a huge well done to all of you who are adapting so well to this new way 
of working and learning.  I appreciate that these are unprecedented and worrying times and 
we are working to continue to support all our students.  
 
There may be some of you who are struggling and may be finding things difficult, missing your 
friends and college life.  We are also aware that there will be those of you who will be finding 
the practicalities of online learning difficult. Some of you will be sharing IT devices, you may 
have internet issues and have difficulty logging onto Google Classroom. Some of you will be 
helping at home and have caring responsibilities of your own. We appreciate these difficult 
circumstances. What we ask is that you keep in contact with your tutors and let them know if 
you are struggling so we can help and support you.  Do your best to continue with your studies, 
this will serve you well in your future regardless of what happens in relation to exams in the 
summer.  It is also good to keep active and engaged at this time. 
 
Try to remember that this is just a temporary situation and we will get through this is as a 
country and a college. Most importantly, remember the government’s key advice. 

• Stay at home 

• Protect the NHS 

• Save Lives 
 
I thought it would also be helpful to update you on a few things and answer some of the 
questions that have been coming in.  
 

Remote Learning 

We are now in week two of remote learning and arrangements are working well.  If you require 
technical support, please use the student portal to request it or if you are having difficulty 
accessing the portal please contact one of your tutors who will be able to help. 

https://sites.google.com/peterborough.ac.uk/studentportal/home   
 

Easter Arrangements  

The college term ends today, Friday, 3 April. There will be no online live sessions during the 
Easter break (Monday 6 to Friday 17 April) as some staff will be taking annual 
leave.  However, Google Classroom resources will still be available, and students are 
encouraged to use this time to complete any tasks and assignments they have been set that 
will contribute to their overall achievement and grade Our Safeguarding team are remote 
working during this period, so please contact us if you need to advise us of a change in 
circumstances for yourself or your son/daughter, or for any concerns. If you need to contact 
the college Safeguarding team at this time please 
email Safeguarding.PRC@peterborough.ac.uk  or call 07740 456720. 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/peterborough.ac.uk/studentportal/home
http://Safeguarding.PRC@peterborough.ac.uk/


 

Examinations and Achievement Grades 

I know this is an area of great concern for students and parents.  Although there will be no 
exams taking place this summer, the exams regulator, Ofqual, will ensure that students and 
adult learners can move on as planned to the next stage of their lives - starting university, 
college or an apprenticeship, getting a job or progressing in work.   
 
Since the Secretary of State announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be 
cancelled to help fight the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19), Ofqual has developed a process 
which will fairly recognise students’ work and make sure they get their grades in time to 
progress. Ofqual has today set out how GCSEs, AS and A levels will be awarded this summer 
and published further guidance for education staff, students, parents and carers.  
 
For this summer’s awards, schools and colleges are being asked to provide centre 
assessment grades for their students. These should be fair, objective and carefully considered 
judgements of the grades schools and colleges believe their students would have been most 
likely to achieve if they had sat their exams and should take into account the full range of 
available evidence.  
 
Ofqual has published a message to students to reassure them that they, and exam boards, 
will do everything they can to make sure that, as far as possible, grades are fair and that 
students are not disadvantaged because of this unprecedented situation.  
 
Guidance from Ofqual on how GCSE and A level qualifications will be graded and awarded in 
summer 2020 can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 

For those that is relevant, keep up to date with information relating to English and maths on 
the English and maths Google Classroom. You will find lots of useful information, advice and 
study activities. It is important to continue to develop these skills regardless of the exam 
situation. 

Announcements on technical and vocational qualifications will be made after Easter, 
however Ofqual has released some early indications of their plans: 

o Qualifications used mainly ‘for progression’ (e.g. grades for university entry or to 
progress within college courses) will involve a similar estimation process to 
academic qualifications 

o Other qualifications will be adapted.  However, if there are safety-critical or ‘licence 
to practise’ aspects to the qualification or the role, achievement of the qualification 
may have to be delayed. 

 
We understand that this is a stressful time for those who were expecting to sit exams over the 
next few months but rest assured as soon as Peterborough Regional College receives 
information from Ofqual and our examining boards we will inform all students about the next 
phase. 
 
For students progressing within Peterborough Regional College, you can be assured that we 
will support you fully so that the changes to your normal studies don’t disadvantage you.  For 
your part, you need to continue to engage with your learning and take advantage of the support 
your tutors are providing through our online learning suite, Google Classroom. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020


Next Steps and Progression 

This term you will have been discussing your next steps and considering options after this 
year with your Achievement Support Lead (ASL) or course tutor.  It’s important that you 
continue to think about your intended progression at the end of the academic year.  If you 
have not yet completed your progression application, please contact your ASL or course tutor 
for further support. You can also email admissions using this email address, 
admissions@peterborough.ac.uk 
 
After Easter course tutors will review all applications and make conditional offers in line with 
the process.  
 

Careers Coach  

If you are unsure about what you would like to do after this year why not take some time to 
access the college’s website and use Career Coach which offers a number of features to help 
you with planning your next steps.   
Click here: https://peterborough.emsicc.com/?radius=&region=Peterborough or email 

information@peterborough.ac.uk  
 
With Career Coach you can: 

• Take a Career Assessment to learn about yourself; Career Coach will give you career 
suggestions based on your interests 

• Browse or search for careers; Career Coach will give you relevant data on wages, 
employment, and the training you need 

• Browse or search for the available courses that lead to the career you want. 

 

Your Wellbeing 

Over the next few weeks, it will be more important than ever to look after your mental health 
and wellbeing, as well as your physical health. The student portal contains lots of information 
on wellbeing, welfare and general information on physical, mental and spiritual health. You 
can access the student portal by clicking the link below. 

https://sites.google.com/peterborough.ac.uk/studentportal/home 
 
 
Finally, please continue to keep yourselves safe and comply with the government restrictions. 
This continues to be a difficult and challenging time, but we can get through it by supporting 
each other and those in our communities who need it.  
 
We will continue to update you via our website, emails and social media. Please stay safe.  
 
 
Best Wishes 
Rachel  
 
Rachel Nicholls 
Acting Principal 
Peterborough Regional College 
Park Crescent 
Peterborough 
PE1 4DZ 
Tel: 0345 8728722 
www.peterborough.ac.uk 
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