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This winter edition of PRC Voice demonstrates the successes of
the College over recent months. The College Performance
remains strong and we continue to make our mission a reality in
‘raising aspirations, realising potential and inspiring success’ in
students of all ages. In particular we are tremendously proud to
have a UK Skills Champion in Callum Bryne, who became the
Automotive Technician gold medallist in November 2014. In
addition to students winning competitions, representing the
College overseas and supporting the achievement of kite marks
for the College, we can be proud of the PRC students.

We place a lot of emphasis on student satisfaction across all our
further and higher education provision. The feedback from
students is key in ensuring we continually improve and we have
developed new provision such as animal care, to meet student
needs and as another route into employment. The destination of
students is also a priority. We work to ensure that we aid every
student’s next steps whether they have achieved a level 1
qualification or an honours degree.

The significant investment in the College’s campus has been
completed this autumn term with the redevelopment of the
performing arts hall; new animal care units; and an expansion of
the sports facilities to include a new gym and all-weather pitches.
The major capital projects planned or underway for this academic
year are the building of our new University Technical College for
14 to 19 year olds; the development of a Centre of Excellence for
Food Manufacturing; and some expansion of workshop facilities
to meet construction and engineering demands.

It is with much sadness that I will leave PRC in April 2015. The
College staff and students are a great credit to Greater
Peterborough and I will miss seeing the College’s continuing
success. The economic growth in Peterborough provides many
opportunities and the College’s extensive activity with
stakeholders, businesses and voluntary organisations will
continue to see the City grow and develop. I have thoroughly
enjoyed being Principal and CEO of such a dynamic college and
would like to thank all the staff, students, parents, carers,
stakeholders and partners who have made so much possible over
the last 7 ½ years.

Angela Joyce
Principal & Chief Executive

Welcome to the
winter edition
of PRC Voice
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PRC learners 
take the next step!

In 2013/14 
• 96% of our learners had a 

positive destination
• 81% of Level 1 learners 

progressed to Level 2
• 72% of Level 2 learners 

progressed to Level 3
• 26% of learners progressed 

into employment and 
• 14% of learners progressed into

Higher Education
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Events Coming Soon

TASTERS 2015
Are you hungry for a career but not
quite sure which industry is meant 
for you?

Then why not get a taste with our ‘have a go sessions’ during the February
half term (week commencing 16th February 2015). All activities
are FREE to participate in.

Taster sessions will be available in:
• Accounting • Art & Design • Animal Care • Beauty Therapy
• Business & Administration • Childcare • Computing & IT
• Construction • Dance • Engineering • Hairdressing
• Health & Social Care • Horse Management • Hospitality & Catering
• Media • Motor Vehicle • Peter Jones Enterprise Academy
• Public (Uniformed) Services • Science • Sport • Travel & Tourism

To find out more about the sessions please call 01733 762297, email
tasters@peterborough.ac.uk or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk/tasters

• Find out about our courses
• Meet our industry specialist tutors
• See how college life differs to school
• Take a look at our state-of-the-art facilities
• Pick up copies of our latest course guides

OPEN DAYS
2015

Thursday 5 February 6pm - 8pm
Monday 20 April 6pm - 8pm
Monday 8 June 6pm - 8pm

National Careers 
Week 2015
Thinking about the next step can be overwhelming, that’s why
every year the College organises a range of events during National
Careers Week.

From Monday 2nd – Friday 6th March 2015, current students will
be able to take part in workshops and activities related to
Apprenticeships, STEM subjects and general careers. The annual
Careers Awareness Fair will take place on Wednesday 4th March,
giving students a fantastic chance to network with local employers
and learn more about careers in their chosen industry.

There will be lots of opportunities during the week to meet
employers and students can also practice their interview skills,
hone their CVs and find out about progression and careers.

For those students looking for part-time work whilst they study,
the College’s new JobSmart hub is a great place to start. Here they
can find information about local job opportunities and computers
are available to complete online applications. 
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Other events 
coming soon in 2015
• Post-16 Information Evening for parents/guardians

Wednesday 11th March 2015, 6pm start
If you currently have a son/daughter in year 11 and unsure
what options are available to them after they leave school, then 
come along to our information evening to find out more about 
our curriculum offer, student support, Apprenticeships and 
case studies from current students. Our teaching staff will also 
be on hand to answer any questions you may have.

Internal events for students
• Diversity Day - Wednesday 4th February 2015
• Aspirations Week - Wednesday 11th February 2015
• LGBT History Month - Wednesday 25th February 2015
• STEM Week - Week commencing 9th March 2015
• Be Healthy, Stay Safe, Be Green Event - Wednesday 

25th March 2015
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What’s New at PRC

New exotic animals
move into PRC
It’s an exciting time for the animal care provision at the
College as the outside facility is now complete and is home
to diamond doves, zebra finches, rabbits, guinea pigs,
chinchillas and koi carp.

The  exotic pets unit has also been completed and has lots
of new arrivals including a Boa constrictor (called Suzie), 2
Royal Pythons, 4 Corn snakes, 3 Green Basilisk Lizards, 3
Chinese Water Dragons, 6 Leopard Geckos, a Blue-tongued
Skink, 2 Bearded Dragons, a Bosc Monitor Lizard, 2
Hermann‘s Tortoises, a Yemen/Veiled Chameleon, degus,
gerbils, rats and 2 tarantulas.

Preparing our learners for employment and progression is one of
the main aims of the College, therefore it is essential that we
provide as much support as possible.

Jobsmart is the employment services arm of the College. We have
been really successful in supporting unemployed learners into
work and now we need to extend this service as widely as we can
to all PRC learners.

Work went into
refurbishing the
Jobsmart hub next to main reception ready for
the re-launch in October 2014. As part of the
event, students were offered the opportunity
to win a £20 Love2Shop voucher by taking
part in our employability quiz. Students were
also able to get help and advice on: Christmas
vacancies, Traineeships, Apprenticeships, CV writing, interviews,
careers and full and part-time work options.

Relaunch of our Jobsmart 
Employment Service

Our refurbished sports centre and brand new gym are now complete and they look fantastic. The new gym
offers the latest equipment including: technogym strength and fitness equipment, functional training
zone, vibration plates, air-conditioned studio, 20+ free classes per week (included in membership), spin
& dance studio and a treatment room.

The gym is used by our sports students between the hours of 8am and 5pm as part of their curriculum.
Between the hours of 6am - 8am and 5pm - 10pm, as well as weekends, the facility is managed by the
external company, Lifestyle Fitness and is open to staff, students and members of the public to use for
a small monthly fee. To find out more visit www.lifestylefitness.co.uk/peterborough-regional-college

New fitness facilities at PRC
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We are proud to announce that once again we have
retained the Investors in Diversity standard 
at  stage 2.

We were first awarded the standard in 2011 by the
National Centre for Diversity and have since 
continued to commit to the four strands which 
make up the award: Committing, Learning, 
Developing and Advancing. 

Investors
in Diversity
Award

Awards & Achievements

PRC becomes the first
national college to
receive an award for
E-Safety
We have recently added another award to our growing
collection as the first national college to gain the South West
Grid 360 Safe award for E-safety.

Assessors from the South West Grid for Learning recently
visited us to review the College’s e-safety provision. The
assessors met college staff, parents, governors and learners
and were pleased to find that there was a high level of
protection for users of the developing technologies. 

The South West Grid for Learning Trust provides the internet
connection and a range of other services to colleges across
the South West region and is in the forefront of national
developments in e-safety. To enhance these services, they
have developed a tool to help colleges address e-safety
issues, not least the changes to Ofsted inspections, which
include a stronger focus on safeguarding. The online tool
allows colleges to evaluate their e-safety policy and practice
and then suggests how they can do more to protect young
people and staff.  

Although many schools have been awarded the 360 degree
E-safety Mark, no other colleges have achieved this nationally
recognised award and we are extremely proud to be the first.
To apply for the 360 degree safe E-Safety mark, we had to
reach a series of benchmark levels and the evidence was then
verified by a visit from experienced assessors. We was then
able to demonstrate that it integrates e-safety from college
policy through to ensuring students are ready for
employment. 

We had to show that it provides a high standard of e-safety
education and awareness for all staff, students, employers
and also for parents/carers, to ensure that these users of the
new technologies can be safe online – whether they are in
college, their homes or out and about using mobile phones
or other handheld devices. 

Ron Richards, Lead Assessor for the 360 degree safe E-Safety
Mark congratulated us on our success and commented that it
was re-assuring to know that we have put a lot of thought
and effort into developing the on-line safety of the staff and
learners, by addressing these important safeguarding issues.

Customer
Service
Excellence
continues at 
PRC & UCP
In 2013 we were awarded the Customer Service Excellence
Standard (CSE) for the first time, where we worked closely
with the business development company, emqc, who
supported us through the application.

On the 5th November a Customer Service Excellence
continuous compliance review was undertaken. The
outcome of this review is that the University Centre and
ourselves continue to meet  these standards and overall,
there is a high level of customer satisfaction. Some of the
key highlights from the current report  were:

• The upgrading and building works within the College have 
been completed. The new reception area is welcoming 
and staff continue to provide a warm welcome to all 
visitors. It was clear that students respect their 
surroundings. 

• The belief in a quality service commences prior to the 
students attendance at College or at the University Centre 
and continues after they have left through the ongoing 
support provided.

• Further  work  has  been  undertaken  to  gather  Labour  
Market Intelligence  and  this  informs  the ongoing needs 
of the community that these organisations serve. 

• Extensive work has been undertaken by the College in 
partnership with Local Authority organisations to address 
the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 
reforms. Once  again, the College has ensured that its 
students are not penalised by changes in legislation and 
have acted positively to address need.

5
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PRC Events & Activities

Our annual Excellence in Skills Awards Evening took place in July
where student’s efforts and dedication over the past academic
year were acknowledged in a lavish Oscar style ceremony. 

Katie Piper, bestselling international author, public speaker, TV
presenter and charity campaigner gave a moving and
inspirational speech, touching the entire audience. She has had
to rebuild her life after surviving a brutal attack in 2008, aged 24,
in which she had sulphuric acid thrown in her face. 

Katie set up ‘The Katie Piper Foundation’ in 2009 which helps
people with burns and scars to reconnect with their lives and
their communities. She made great emphasis during her speech
on the night as to how the mind is so much stronger than we
think and if you stay strong mentally and think positive you can
make it through almost anything. 

Katie was voted Woman of the Year 2011 and most recently
received a special recognition award at The Pride of Britain
Awards in London. She has written columns in magazines such as
Reveal and Now Magazine. Channel 4 covered her remarkable
story called ‘Katie: My Beautiful Face’ which was watched by over
3.5million viewers. 

The winners on the night were all nominated by their tutors for
standing out during the academic year whether it be for
academic excellence, progression and improvement or respect
for others. 

This year the annual event was held at Peterborough Arena, as
major refurbishment work was being carried out in the main hall
Peterborough Arena were quick to assist in any way they could,
allowing our student chefs and hospitality team to work
alongside their professionals. 

Our students also got involved in the running of the event from
the stage management, sound and lighting, catering and even
the musical entertainment to open and close the night. Year on
year, they continue to prove us proud and this year was no
exception. Event organiser at Peterborough Regional College,
Lynsey Buckingham said:
“This year’s event was the biggest ceremony yet with 350
people enjoying the night, whether they were collecting an
award or presenting one.”

“We were so grateful to the Arena for allowing us to host the
event here this year and it was going to be a challenge but our
staff and students worked so hard and it was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.”

Katie Piper wows the audience 
at college awards evening
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A 'fresher' is the affectionate term for a new student
and our freshers' experience kicked off on Wednesday
1st October. It was a fantastic opportunity for our
learners (and staff) to meet new friends, get involved in
new activities, pick up information and have some fun!

It involved different clubs, organisations and societies
displaying what they had to offer and gave students
the chance to sign up. Companies included: Travel
Choice, where three learners each won £20 cycle
vouchers after completing either a travel plan or
creating a smoothie on the smoothie bike, Queensgate
where learners were given a chance to sign up for the
student discounts, Attica, Drinksense, Game,
Healthwatch, Huntscricket, Immortal, Inspire, YMCA,
Barclays, Marmalade, National Blood Service, National
Citizen Service, Peterborough Phantoms, NHS Quit
Smoking, Riverside, Sexual Health, Specsavers, Sue
Ryder, TruGym, Vivacity, Water Aid, Youth MP Make your
mark, Youth Fight For Jobs & Education and Road
Safety. For the first year, we even had a waiting list of
companies who wanted to be involved!

In addition, students and staff got to sample great
food from PRC Ventures and our Parcs catering
students, with a little extra from the popcorn and
candy floss stands. They also got to talk to staff from
our on-site facilities including our Chaplaincy team,
the Library and Lifestyle Fitness. And if that wasn’t
enough, they then had chance to compete on the
rodeo or on the light chaser.

This year saw a record number of learners attend
with 1400 students taking part in this great event.
Our thanks to all of the staff who promoted/helped
them to engage in this opportunity and to those who
were involved in the organisation of the event.

Record numbers 
attend Freshers’ Fair

Student motorcyclists learn
about road safety
During 2013, 74 motorcyclists were injured on Peterborough
roads, of which 41 per cent were aged 16 to 21 years old.

To help reduce this figure a scooter safety day was delivered at
the College on 15th October. During the event, over 60 students
spoke to professionals about scooter safety and 15 took part in
skills tests. The event is part of the ongoing road safety education
programme which is being delivered at the College.

Dyslexia Awareness 
Week at PRC
November 3rd – 9th 2014 marked the annual fundraising week that is
Dyslexia Awareness Week. To mark the week, Learner Support staff
organised and ran an interactive information stall in the Student
Common Room on Thursday 6th November. Students were able to find
out about the support available for dyslexic learners, the effects of
visual disturbance on learning, how to be assessed for dyslexia and to
try out different types of assisted software and learning support
programmes that they can access at PRC, including the Lexia structured
reading pro-gramme and Read & Write Gold text-to-speech software.

The stall also ran a competition: Name the famous people who are/were
dyslexic. The winner was Shannon Bodily (Level 2 Hairdressing) who
managed to name 15 of the 18 celebrities. (Agatha Christie, Walt Disney
and Mozart seemed to prove a bit tricky for most!) 

Grateful thanks also goes to support tutors Nicki Morphy, Martin Walker
and Anna Drzazga and a special mention to UCP student Antonio
Brown who was present on the stall for the duration and was ever
willing to talk to students about the support he has had in the past two
years, as a dyslexic student at PRC.

Library+ celebrate 
National Poetry Day
Thursday 2nd October was National Poetry Day.  This year’s theme was
‘Remember’. Library+ Assistant Lisa Ecclestone devised a poem treasure
hunt which took students around the College ground floor to locate
lines of a poem. Several curriculum areas engaged with this initiative
and a hair & beauty student was the successful winner. 
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PRC Latest News

College Sport Maker
reaches new heights 
at PRC
The popularity of the College Sport Maker role continues to grow at
PRC, with over 200 students getting active in the first three weeks of
sport enrichment activities. PRC students have currently been
getting active in sports such as football, instant ping pong,
basketball, rush hockey, boccia, mini tennis and cycling.

Christopher Bryden, College Sport Maker, explains, “I’m really
happy with how the College Sport Maker role has progressed at
PRC so far this year. The role continues to offer opportunities to
take part in sport in a social and fun environment. Sport has a
habit of bringing people together and this is what we’ve seen in
abundance so far this year. I’m grateful to both our external
providers and college departments for opening up new
opportunities to our students this year. I’m proud of what has
been achieved but this is only the start! We look forward to
welcoming the Peterborough Phantoms into the College to work
with our Level 1 Sport students on developing street hockey whilst
also delivering focused work with Hospitality students for the first
time”.

PRC Students have also been feeling the benefit of getting involved.
Level 3 Software Development student, Jonathan Ingall, who has
taken part in instant ping pong comments,
“The instant ping pong sessions have been really enjoyable and
have gelled our group together”.

In addition to the sports enrichment programme, the College Sport
Maker is also currently developing a cross-college sport strategy,
working in conjunction with the College’s senior leadership team
and the sports policy team at the Association of Colleges. “The
development of a cross-college sport strategy will help shape the
future development of sport across the College” Chris explains. “As
we’ve seen through embedding sport across college departments,
the potential for development at PRC is massive and having a plan
in place to support this development is essential”.

For more information on the College Sport
Maker role, please contact Christopher
Bryden on 01733 762158.

Chinese Principal gains 
insight into life at PRC
The College was delighted to host Principal Wang Fuli from
The Jilin Girl’s School as stage 1 of our participation in a
Principal shadowing project organised jointly by the
Association of Colleges, the Department for Business,
Innovation and Skills, the British Council and the Ministry of
Education of the People’s Republic of China.

Principal Wang was representing not only his institution, a
vocational college, but also all the vocational institutions in
the whole of his province. Jilin is a northern province of
72,400 sq. miles compared to England which has 50,346 sq.
miles.

It has been stimulating to look at our teaching and learning,
leadership and management, curriculum design and other
college systems from the perspective of a stranger. Equally
fascinating is the insight we have gained into an educational
system based on a quite different ideology. There has been a
huge exchange of information on both sides and much has
been learned.

Apart from examining the College systems, Principal Wang
has enjoyed a tour of historic Peterborough and visited
Cambridge, Burghley House and Stamford. Principal Wang
was particularly interested in the history and magnificent
interior of Peterborough Cathedral.  

Why have we taken part in this project?
The fact is that we are all preparing our students to compete
in a global workforce and to be ready to take their places as
global citizens. By sharing information about different
teaching and learning strategies, we can continue to ensure
we are using the most effective ways to empower our
students. 

There may also be opportunities to share our best
pedagogical methods, leadership and management
strategies and curriculum design in courses delivered to
educational professionals in China. Student recruitment to
PRC and student exchange programmes are both possibilities
to be pursued.  

Image shows Principal Wang with PRC Principals, Brian Redshaw, 
Nikki Witham and Peter Walker
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A successful first year
for Venture Catering
Venture catering, a division of PRC Ventures, commenced
trading in August 2013 as a freshly prepared, food
focused company providing meals, snacks and drinks to
the staff and students of the College.

Delicious, freshly prepared food is served daily in the
Refectory and there is also a Costa coffee shop and a deli
bar which are always very popular.

Venture Catering is structured as a learning company
where apprentices can learn from our experienced chefs
while they earn. Our first catering apprentice has
successfully completed her course and now holds a
diploma in professional cookery. We have another
brilliant young student part way through a course and
will be recruiting early in the new year to appoint a third.
Head chef Steven Prescott said that he is delighted with
the interest and enthusiasm the apprentices have shown.

Venture Catering also has an ongoing programme to
provide work experience to our full time catering
students with over 30 students gaining real work
experience, with a similar programme in place for this
academic year.

9

In our last edition of PRC Voice, we reported on how the bid to open a
University Technical College (UTC) for Greater Peterborough had been
given Ministerial approval and was due to open in September 2015.
Building work has now commenced on Peterborough Regional
College’s ground at the Park Crescent Campus and builders, Kier have
predicted a current completion date of 14th August 2015. 

The UTC is aiming for around 100 students as the target recruitment
for the first year and this is split between year 10 and year 12. 

The next Open Evening will be held on 5th February 2015 from 
6pm - 8pm at University Centre Peterborough and following
previous events, applications for September 2015 are now arriving. 

For further information about the UTC or to order a prospectus please
visit the website www.gputc.com. Alternatively you can call
Peterborough Regional College’s Information Centre on 
0345 872 8722.

Work is underway for Peterborough’s University Technical College

Food Manufacturing and
Processing Centre of
Excellence gets approval
A Centre was approved as part of the Government’s Growth
Deal for our Local Enterprise Partnership and will be financed
by the LEP along with the College. We will work with key
employers and stakeholders in the design and development
of this centre to open in 2015. The food industry is a key
element of our local economy with significant employment
and GVA for Greater Peterborough.

It will be approximately 500sq m located on the College’s
main campus. The building will provide a realistic food
manufacturing environment (a “Food Factory” or production
line to allow trial and manufacture of new products) along
with specialist food product design laboratories and
teaching rooms. It will be constructed adjacent to the
College’s current teaching kitchens.

The Centre will support students and local businesses in the
design and manufacture of processed food products. Local
businesses will be able to hire these facilities to test new
products and train their staff.

It will also provide education and training within a 
laboratory environment allowing students to undertake new
product design and development. The Centre will enable
specific training leading to employment opportunities. The
Centre will also support Apprenticeship pathways such as
Food Manufacturing Excellence.
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Curriculum News What ou r students have been u p to...

Public Services

Public Services staff and students took part in the Remembrance Day
Parade on Tuesday 11 November 2014 at the front of the College.  It was
particularly poignant as this year marked the 100th anniversary of the start of The Great War where many young people, younger than
those students on parade, paid the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their country.  

The students on parade were impeccable and it was a great testament as to the volume of staff and students who came out to watch the
proceedings where the two minutes silence and the wreath laying ceremony at the base of the flagpole was faultlessly observed.  This
proved to be a humbling experience for all those involved in making the parade a success.  

The Public Services staff would like to thank our colleagues at the College for their continuing support for this annual event with special
thanks to David Taylor, Colin Holmes, Mel Webb (facilities) and Ernie Montero (Arts), for their help on the day and lastly  those students
who helped to raise funds for the poppy appeal.

Remembrance Day march

Public Services students took on the annual public service induction
residential which was held at Grafham Water, near Huntingdon. The Level
3 second years were responsible for all the 170 students from various
levels throughout the week. They devised a round robin event around
the 8.5 mile route, which everyone had to navigate and complete whilst
competing in team activities.

Throughout the week, all students were able to enjoy the activities laid
on by the Grafham staff which included high and low ropes, archery,
climbing, raft building, canoeing, bush craft skill, mountain biking and
the infamous Grafham challenge! All students had a great time whilst
completing some vital criteria for their BTEC course. 

At the end of the visit, the Grafham staff sang the praises of all the
students on their behaviour and attitude and that was backed up by a
local school who also commented highly on the students. Well done to
all involved!

Students challenge themselves
on annual residential
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Hospitality &
Catering

Travel & Tourism

What ou r students have been u p to...

On the 24th and 25th November the Level
2 Travel and Tourism students rubbed shoulders with
cabin crew and pilots from British Airways as they underwent
training at BA’s training facilities at Heathrow.

Training included the opening and closing of cabin doors, safety
demonstrations, emergency evacuation and survival in extreme
conditions as well as how to extinguish oven fires and work as a
team in smoke filled cabins.

The highlight for many was the emergency evacuation down the
A320 chute and  the life raft simulation.  

The day was a very motivating experience for the students and a
fantastic opportunity for them to
develop their
employability skills.

Travel and
Tourism students
take off with
British Airways

Over the summer holidays, four VRQ Level 2 students
from the College’s Hospitality and Catering section
attended work experience placements at a number of
establishments around the country.

First to set off was Toby Moore who travelled to
Saundersfoot in South West Wales for a three week
placement with Michelin star chef Will Holland, at his new
venture Coast, which was awarded two AA rosettes after
a week of opening.  

Aaron Shelton was next to head off, spending two weeks
at the two Rosette St Michaels Manor in St Albans with
past catering student Michael Butters. Aaron was then
invited back to the hotel for a further three weeks paid
work experience and now has been taken on part time.

Finally, Christopher Almen and Ciaran Molloy travelled to
London for their two week placements, Chris headed to
the Hilton Park Lane and Ciaran to Michelin starred Alyn
Williams at The Westbury.

Chris spent a week in the Podium Restaurant and a week
in the renowned Michelin starred Galvin at Windows on
the hotels 28th floor, whilst Ciaran spent two weeks
preparing the canapés and starters for service. 

VRQ Coordinator Phil Sammons said “I have received
nothing but praise, everybody  was more than happy
and said the students were a credit to themselves and
the College. I would also like to thank them personally
for taking time out of their holidays to allow themselves
to develop new skills, knowledge and a valuable insight
into the working environment, all of which can be
brought into their Level 3
programme this
academic year”. 

Summer work experience
for hospitality & catering
students
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Performing Arts

A crew of 11 of our highly talented street dancers who are all
studying Level 3 Dance took part in the recent United Dance
Organisation (UDO) World Championships in Glasgow at the
Scottish Exhibition Conference Centre (SECC) in August. Having
won their regional heat in Reading earlier in the year, the dancers
– known as The Contenders –  finished in fourth place in the over
18 Intermediate category. 

Performing in a venue recently used for the Commonwealth
Games, The Contenders were up against dance crews from
France, Germany, Portugal, America, Canada and South Africa
among others, as well as being judged by some of the best dance
judges in the world.

In front of an enthusiastic crowd of thousands, the dancers made
it to the top ten finalists in the Saturday heats, and then took part
in the hotly contested final on the Sunday afternoon. Dancing to
a set choreographed by dance tutor Sarah Roe and Aigars
Grabusts, himself a student on the course, The Contenders

secured fourth place with an energetic, fast-paced set
demonstrating their skills in locking, house, breaking, waacking
and hip-hop. 

All of these styles of street dance are taught as part of the Level 3
BTEC National Diploma dance course at PRC, where students can
also study ballet, contemporary, jazz, tap and many more dance
styles – all delivered by specialists tutors.

Dance Co-ordinator Sarah Roe said of The Contenders
performance in the competition: “This was the result of many
weeks hard work in rehearsal – the students gave up their time
in the summer holiday to work on the choreography, and it all
paid off over an exciting and very rewarding weekend. The
students came home with some great memories, lots of
experiences and a trophy as well!”

PRC dancers take on the world in street dance finals

Curriculum News What ou r students have been u p to...

BTEC National Level 3 Dance students from PRC showcased
themselves at The Cresset on October 10 at the highly
anticipated ‘An Evening of Dirty Dancing: The Tribute Show’. The
production featured Peterborough’s own James Williams-Davies,
a former PRC student.

With the tribute show in its fourth year, interest to watch the
show was high. It was heavily marketed on social media
platforms Facebook and Twitter. There was also a heart warming
story in the middle of it all as James had the idea to offer the
opportunity to the students, which was greatly appreciated.
Sarah Roe, Dance Coordinator said:
“The students had a fantastic time appearing alongside the
professional cast, they did the College proud and received
some great feedback from the director, who has invited us to
perform with the company again when they return to The
Cresset.”

Sarah went on to add:
“Perhaps the most impactful part of the experience was for the
students to be able to talk backstage with James, who has
trained at the prestigious London Studio Centre on a full
scholarship after his time at PRC. We are so proud of him and
of our current students, who I’m sure will go on to have equally
successful careers!”

The dance students loved the experience working alongside
musical theatre professionals front and back stage and were
very grateful towards former student James for being given the
opportunity.

Students dance the night away in tribute show
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Art & Design

Students take part in
Peterborough’s Art
Festival
As part of the Vivacity's Peterborough Arts
Festival, PRC Art and Design students were lucky
enough to have French street artists Les
Cubiténistes visit and hold a series of exciting,
wacky and very creative workshops, over the
course of several days. The workshop resulted in
some excellent artwork from the art and design
students being produced, that was then
displayed throughout the city during the
festival’s three day run.

Students help
to tackle
cyber bullying
Students from our performing arts department
recently assisted Cambridgeshire Constabulary as
part of their Cybercrime Campaign. 

The students were asked to reach out to young
people about cyber bullying by acting out a
scenario thought of by themselves, along with one-
to-one interviews with them sharing their own
views and experiences relating to the subject.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary created the video,
filmed and produced by Big Top Films, with the
aim of demonstrating to young people the risks
around sharing personal images online and the
effects cyber bullying can have on individuals.

This was a great project for the students to be
involved in, providing valuable experience whilst
being able to portray an important message to
young people.

The film is available for viewing at 
www.cambs.police.uk/GetCloser/Cybercrime/

What ou r students have been u p to...

Our very talented level 3 make-up artistry, level 3 holistics and level 2
beauty therapy students recently got to put the skills they have learnt into
practise at Dobbies Garden Centre as part of a ladies pamper evening.

Members of the public were offerered a range of treatments by the
students including mini make-overs, hand and arm massage and nail
polish/file.

The evening was a great success and provided the students with a great
experience. Kim from Dobbies who was the organiser of the event
commented on the professionalism of the PRC students: “the students
were a credit to PRC, they acted very professionally and I had nothing
but positive feedback from our guests”.

Images above show our student’s master pieces.
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Of This Earth Exhibition
PRC student Charmian Roberts, who studies Level 3
Photography and Crystal Brook, PRC Art & Design
lecturer exhibited their work at the Of This Earth
Exhibition. David A. Smith, Arts & Technology lecturer
at PRC curated the show which took place during
October and November. 

The show was held at the Yarrow Gallery in Oundle,
and was an open call exhibition where artists were
invited to submit work to be exhibited alongside
pieces selected by the curator. The work selected
reflected nature and natural orders, and included
artwork that interpreted how these orders can be
disrupted, enhanced, and adapted.

Nationally and internationally exhibiting artists were
showing alongside emerging artists and recent
graduates, with traditional styles and conceptual
works presented in line with the theme through a
variety of media and disciplines. Sculptures,
paintings,drawings, digital media and other 2D and
3D works were shown from the twelve artists selected.
Crystal Brooks, PRC Art & Design lecturer said: 
“Being part of ‘Of this Earth’ was a wonderful
experience, made even better by exhibiting
alongside one of my students and a colleague.”

Images show Charmian Roberts work

Hair & Beauty
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Business

Curriculum News What ou r students have been u p to...

Students reach final
of the Subway
#FeelGoodSubs
competition
A team of our business students were recently
announced as finalists in the SUBWAY® brand’s
Design a Sub challenge. The competition
challenged budding entrepreneurs to design
and market a brand new 6-inch Sub, based on
the theme of #FeelGoodSubs.
Our team consisted of four students: David Yhap,
Chelsea Best, Enisa Unkacova, Debra Pearson.

The creative students produced a unique Sub
named the KicKin Chicken, designed to be both
a healthy and nutritious sandwich option,
created for the SUBWAY® brand’s Low Fat Subs
range.

The pupils faced a nerve-wracking Dragon’s Den
style pitch to a panel of SUBWAY® brand experts
at Cambridge University on Wednesday 19th
November.

This year’s competition received over 80 entries
which were whittled down to just six shortlisted
entries. Finalists were competing for the chance
to see their Sub launched in over 140 stores
across the Anglia region and bag themselves
£1,000 of Amazon vouchers.

Naomi Hand, business studies teacher here at
PRC said: “We are so proud that our students
have been shortlisted as finalists in the
challenge. The team have worked really hard
to create their Sub designs and marketing
plans and it has been a great opportunity for
them to put their business skills to the test.”

Our students competed against the other five
finalist schools: City College Norwich,
Northampton College, Thetford Academy,
Milton Keynes College and North Hertfordshire
College and whilst PRC didn’t win, it was still an
amazing achievement for the students to reach
the final and participate in this competition.

From Peterborough to
Peterborough - PRC visit Canada
In October the Learner Engagement team were able to take six students to
Fleming College in Peterborough, Ontario, Canada to expand their dry stone
walling and structures knowledge. This was a massive opportunity for the
students, mostly from less affluent backgrounds to experience foreign travel
and culture as well as learning about new techniques for building with
different types of limestone. 

The limestone we use here in Peterborough is much softer and easier to shape, or
dress, to fit the required gap. Canadian limestone is much harder, and cannot be
dressed to fit holes, you simply have to work with what you have and adapt your
building plans accordingly. The students were taught new techniques for splitting,
shaping and moving stones as the Canadian stone was used in much larger pieces. 

The basic plan was to build a sundial and seating outside the
main entrance to Fleming College. The original plan
included a 2 ton gnomon (the pointer in a sundial – from
the Greek literally translated as ‘one who knows’) which was
cemented into place before our arrival. Students then built
the supporting stones into the gap underneath the
gnomon, and around the base to form a seat. Students also
built a more English style bench, with smaller stones to
demonstrate their building techniques.

Canada has so much to offer, and just a 90 minute drive
away from the ‘cottage country’ of
Rural Ontario, is the metropolis of Toronto. Finishing their
stay in Toronto staff were able to test students to the
absolute limit by having them attempt the world's
highest full-circle, hands-free walk 1168 feet (350+
metres) above the shops and cafes of Toronto. The
Edgewalk is a vertigo inducing walk around the roof of
the revolving restaurant at the top of the tallest
building in the world, until 2007. From the Egdewalk

platform, you can see Buffalo in the United States, and this proximity
to America means Toronto has teams featuring in all the major sports leagues;
baseball, hockey, soccer and basketball. The final treat was a trip to Niagara Falls,
just an hour from Toronto. Catching the last boat trip into the mist, and seeing the
majestic falls at dusk was many people’s highlight of the trip.

The trip was a great success with the students responding well to both the formal
learning and the experience of being abroad, representing PRC and trying new
things.

PRC would also like to thank RP Meats for sponsoring a student to be a part of the
trip and also Total Promotions who kindly provided some polo shirts for the
students and staff to wear.

Learner Engagement

Image above shows the finished sundial in
front of Fleming College
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Media & Journalism

What ou r students have been u p to...

Image above shows the finished sundial in
front of Fleming College

Congratulations to tutor 
Andrew Logie
A big congratulations to media tutor, Andrew Logie who has
completed his MA Moving Image and sound, funded by
Peterborough Regional  College with a distinction and was
awarded the Vice Chancellors postgraduate commendation
for his practice. Andrew was also asked to exhibit at the
Norwich Fringe Festival; an annual exhibition where artists
and performers are able to exhibit their work, which attracts
visitors from all over the UK.

Andrew’s work, titled ‘Bound’, was a fascinating interactive
installation in which he hacked an X-Box to create a gadget
that reflects the impression that our bodies make in the
space that we occupy.  Bound aims to inspire a further
interest in particle physics by visualising the latest scientific
theories and provoking further discussion on the subject.
Well done to Andrew for all his hard work and achievements!

Image shows students Holly and
Lauren with Vicky and Gaz from
Geordie Shore

Holly’s restaurant review goes viral
Holly Aston, a second year Level 3 Print-based Media student, hit the national
headlines on 19th September 2014 as her review, published in the Peterborough
Telegraph, of Pizza Express in Cathedral Square, went viral. In the first twelve hours, it
had over 100,000 views! It was also trending on Twitter with the hashtag
#pizzaexpressreview.

National newspapers covered the story including The Independent, The Mirror, The
Huffington Post, The Metro and HoldTheFrontPage. The review also had an
overwhelming response on Twitter as celebrities started to find out the piece was
composed by a 17 year old student. Caitlin Moran, Lauren Laverne, Jay Rayner and
Dara O’Briain, to name a few, came out publically on the social media site to support
and compliment the review. Holly was also on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire the very
next morning chatting about the whole experience.

Nick Reinis, Holly’s lecturer, had this to say:
“Holly produced the review herself in her own time and purely submitted it to me as
a learning curve to get some feedback. This is a huge lesson on how far your
initiative can get you, this is the beauty of PRC, we have the
ability to give our learners real-life, work opportunities.”

Holly took her mum to share the 'Two for £10' deal and wrote
about the 'wow' factor of their pizzas. Never in her wildest
dreams would she think this could have happened. The
Mirror have offered Holly some work experience to help her
towards getting into university once she finishes college.
Holly’s review can be found on the Evening Telegraph
website.

Image shows Holly Aston
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Media students
catch up 
with stars of
Geordie Shore
On Thursday 9th October, Queensgate
Shopping Centre held its annual Student
Takeover event which offers the students
of Peterborough discounts inside the
stores. This time round, popular Geordie
Shore stars Gary Beadle and Vicky
Pattison attended the event to pose for
selfies and answer questions.

Two of our year 2 print-based media
students, Holly Aston and Lauren Dew
were lucky enough to ask the pair some
questions about the event before it
started, which provided them with some
valuable experience to help prepare them
for a career in the industry.

Lecturer of Journalism, Nick Reinis, said:
“This sort of opportunity - interviewing
celebrities or TV stars - only comes
around a few times a year, so it’s great
for Lauren and Holly that we were able
to get them involved in this.

“We’re always looking to engage our
learners in this sort of activity, as it gives
them the real experience of what it’s like
to work in the industry. Both of the
learners worked really hard to get their
interviews and to produce the work for
the S-Xpress website. They also really
enjoyed the experience too, which is a
huge bonus.”

The full article can be found on PRC’s
Media & Journalism website  
www.s-xpress.co.uk.

Image shows
Andrew Logie
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PRC General Information

Ofsted declares effective
careers guidance is needed
for 16 year olds 
in Peterborough
Effective careers guidance is needed to ensure that while young people
need to stay in education or training until the age of 18, they gain the
skills and qualifications to improve their life chances. The Ofsted Review
of Peterborough City Council states “young people in schools are not
always sufficiently well-informed to enable them to access vocational
programmes best suited to their needs”. 

Schools now have the statutory duty to provide careers guidance for
their young people and to inform them of the choices available. This
choice includes apprenticeships, vocational or A Levels. The recent 16-
19 Ofsted Review stated that in schools “key stage 5 performance is
poor and some young people are not accessing vocational programmes
that are better suited to their needs”. 

At Peterborough Regional College 149 17 year olds have this September
moved from 6th form in a local secondary school to a more career
focused vocational course at the College. These young people have
probably not benefited from staying at school for year 12. The College is
the largest further education college in Greater Peterborough, with over
3000 full time 16 to 18 year old students, and offers courses at Level 3 in
all vocational subjects for 16-18 year olds. The College holds matrix
accreditation for careers guidance; has an Ofsted rated of good with
outstanding features; and achievement rates are consistently in the top
10% nationally.

Angela Joyce, Principal & CEO of Peterborough Regional College, said
“we know that effective guidance is critical in helping young people to
make the right choices and ensuring their ambitions for university or
employment can be met.  We work hard to provide information to
young people and parents about the opportunities available to them,
and to ensure they see a vocational pathway as a progression route to
higher education or employment”.  She went on to add “it is our duty
as educators to help all young people to find their way in the world
and to help them make the right decisions that will set them up on the
right path”. 

New for 2014 - 
Free college meals
Since September 2014 Peterborough Regional College
is now able to offer the Free College Meal Scheme.

A food allowance will be available each day that a
student is timetabled to attend their course.

If the student is aged between 16 and 18 years when
they start their course (or 19-25 with a Learning
Difficulty Assessment or Education Health and Care
Plan) they may be entitled to free college meals, if
they or their parents receive any of the following
benefits:
• Income Support
• Income based Jobseekers Allowance
• Income related Employment and Support 

Allowance (ESA)
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999
• Child Tax Credit (provided they are not entitled to 
Working Tax Credit) and have an annual gross income 
of no more than £16,190, as assessed by Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs

• Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you 
stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

• During the initial roll out of the benefit, Universal 
Credit

To apply or for further information please contact the
Student Financial Support Team on 01733 762119 or
762301or email financial.services@peterborough.ac.uk
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21 learners have started an 18 week Traineeship
programme here at the College. The learners will
be accessing a range of work preparation training,
development of English and maths and a work
experience placement.

11 learners are currently completing the work
experience placement element of the  programme
at a range of settings including: 
• HR assistant at Marriot Hotels 
• Graphic design at Vehicle Bright
• Business admin at Vehicle Bright
• Child care at Little Miracles
• Maintenance at Marriot Hotels
• Gym assistant at Marriot Hotels 
• IT assistant at Tulip Radio

These unique programmes provide learners with
an education and training programme with work
experience that is focused on giving young people
the skills and experience that employers are
looking for.

The College offers a range of Traineeship
programmes across a number of vocational areas
including: 
• Motor Vehicle  
• Information Technology 
• Hospitality 
• Hair and Beauty 
• Construction
• Early Years
• Sports 

Traineeship programmes are open to young
people who:
• are not currently in a job and have little work 

experience, but who are focused on work or the 
prospect of it

• are 16-19 and qualified below Level 3 or 19-24 
and have not yet achieved a full Level 2                                                                              

• providers and employers believe learners have a 
reasonable chance of being ready for 
employment or an Apprenticeship within six  
months of engaging in a Traineeship.

To find out more information about Traineeship
programmes contact the College Information
Centre or visit our website at peterborough.ac.uk 

PRC learners embark
on a Traineeship
programme

The ’21 ESP’ (Employability and Skills Programme) is the College’s response and
approach to developing learners skills and behaviours required for successful
employment and progression in the 21st century. ‘21ESP’ aims to develop the
learners’ ability to be work-ready and able to demonstrate professionalism,
creativity, resourcefulness and resilience.

The curriculum teams plan a range of activities and initiatives to ensure that
learners have sufficient opportunities to learn, develop and practice skills required.
Activities can include: 
• Competitions  
• Working with industry guest speakers
• Industry visits 
• Work experience  
• Researching, planning and delivery of presentations
• Creating ‘pop-up’ business opportunities 
• Working with employers/industry via live briefs or commissioned projects
• Organising charity or community events

So far...
Learners from across the College have accessed a range of exciting and
inspirational activities and opportunities including: 

Within Arts and Technology 
• BTEC year 2 Medical and Applied Science learners visited ALS 

laboratories in Chatteris
• Science and Social Science learners attended guest speaker sessions by 

a Fire Investigator and Traffic Investigator 
• Learners are also looking at fund raising for charities related to Forensic 

Science during their tutorials
• Level 2 Motor Vehicle learners and Electronic and Mechanical 

Engineering learners attended the Worldskills competition at the NEC
• Information Technology learners have been involved in a competition to 

design and build a student information kiosk using a raspberry PI and 
the multimedia display

• Level 1 Media learners have been involved in a competition to create a 
Christmas story and present it in the form a cartoon strip

Within Land based, Inclusive Learning and Life Skills
• A visit to my horse live and to a local wildlife park
• Guest speaker sessions from three local vets
• Coppicing at the green back yard and maintenance at the green back yard
• Learners are working with local community radio station
• ESOL learners undertook litter picking as part of contributing to environment
• Inclusive learning learners have become part of the learning difficulty and 
disability forum where they are representing the voice of the young service user

• ILES and Landbased learners have set up and contributed to open days 
and welcome events

• Learner Engagement learners visited Canada and had a session with a 
young entrepreneur/motivational rapper

Within Leisure and Business Services 
• Hospitality learners attended British Game Workshop at Hobart UK
• Hospitality learners have visited the Hilton Hotel, Park Lane
• Hair and Beauty learners have accessed Eve Taylor LTD product training by a 

company representative
• Media make-up learners were involved in supporting the make-up for a short 

film in the theme of ‘Zombies’ for BGL
• Sports learners have accessed guest speaker sessions by Matthew Willis: 

Sport Nutritionist and Sandro Gatillo Neuro Physiotherapist and 
Rehabilitation Director

• Early Years and Care learners have accessed guest speaker sessions to
support Motor Neuron Disease and Muscular Dystrophy.

‘21 ESP’ Employability Skills Programme
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Success Stories

Ashton lays down his
stepping stones to a bright
career
Apprentice, Ashton Quince has been named as the nation’s
top young achiever in a national housebuilder’s award
scheme. 

Ashton, who studies at PRC every Thursday working
towards his NVQ Level 2 qualification in Joinery, was named
Persimmon Homes Trade Apprentice of the Year, after
seeing off competition from across the company’s 24
regional businesses.

Ashton started work with Persimmon Homes East Midlands
as an apprentice carpenter/joiner in September 2013.

Jeff Crowson, Construction Coordinator at PRC
commented: “Ashton is now on the second year of his
apprenticeship at PRC after completing a very successful
first year, which ended with him being named
Persimmons Regional Apprentice of the year. He has now
gone on this year to be named as Persimmons UK
National Apprentice of the year, this is down to his hard
work and dedication both at college and on site.”

Callum wins Gold at
WorldSkills UK
Callum Byrne, a Level 3 Motor Vehicle
Apprentice here at PRC, has won the  Gold
Medal at the National Finals of the WorldSkills UK and
was honoured at a glittering Awards Ceremony held at the NEC, Birmingham
as part of The Skills Show in November

Callum, from Bourne, competed against Automotive students from all over
the UK and during the competition, he had to complete a number of tasks
covering steering and suspension faults, gear box faults and engine and
electrical faults. Callum was hailed the overall winner in the Advanced
Automotive Technology category beating off competition to be named ‘best
of the best’ in Automotive Technology in the UK.

Callum, who has been a student with us for the past three years and has just
completed an Apprenticeship with Chapel Motors in Baston said: “Taking
part in the competitions has been a great experience and I am grateful for
all the training the College has given me to get up to the high standard
needed for the competitions.” Callum added “It has been a lot of hard work
and without the support my employer and the dedication of my tutor Matt
Gray, I definitely wouldn’t have got to the standard I am now to win Gold.”

Brian Pitts, Managing Director of Chapel Motors is thrilled to have the best
Motor Vehicle student in the UK working for him and said “Since starting with
us under the young Apprenticeship scheme, Callum has always been an
eager student showing good potential and always wanting to learn more.
After leaving school there was never any doubt about employing him as a
full time apprentice and stating his training at Peterborough Regional
College. With his thirst for knowledge, good self discipline and motivation
at the end of his second year he gained the intermediate apprentice of the
year award. With good training from Peterborough Regional College and
Chapel Motor Repairs Ltd. Callum has gone from strength to strength in all
aspects of the job.”

Callum will now start his training in the hope of becoming part of Team UK to
complete in WorldSkills which takes place in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil in 2016 and
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates in 2017.

Simon Holland who currently studies at PRC and works for
construction company Kier, has recently been commended for his
hard work after winning the prestigious national United Kingdom
Construction Group (UKCG) Apprentice of the Year award. 

To win the award, UKCG members nominate apprentices who have
reached the height of excellence in their chosen trade and fill out an
application form. All nominations are assessed by a judging panel and
the awards are presented at the UKCG Annual Lunch held in June each
year. Simon was shortlisted out of hundreds of candidates and was not
only successful in winning the regional heats, but also secured the
national award for all of his hard work with Kier.

Simon, who has recently finished his Level 2 Apprenticeship in
Carpentry with the College said:
“I was really surprised to have got this far and won the award! I am
very happy that I won; this is a great achievement for me and will give
me that little extra help in boosting my career. My time at the College
so far has been really good. I’ve never had any problems there and I
have always received good support whenever I needed it.”

When asked what he plans to do in the future,
he said:
”I am looking to study the Level 3
Apprenticeship in Carpentry to boost my
skills and I hope to progress my career
further with Kier. I may even start my own
company in the future! I just want to say
thank you to Kier for this opportunity.
They are a brilliant company to work for
and I feel really valued by them.”

Anne Pounds, Simon’s Manager at Kier said: 
“Looking back over Simon’s apprenticeship, the two most
inspirational qualities he has are a desire to succeed and the
determination to strive for excellence. He approaches everything
he does with a smile and a calmness that reassures those around
him that he is a safe pair of hands.”

Peterborough Apprentice receives national award
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University Centre Peterborough

On the 8th November, University Centre Peterborough (UCP) played
host to the Children’s University, as 70 children aged 7-14 attended a
range of fun educational sessions. The Children's University is a
national project which recognises the achievements of young
people who take part in high quality out of hours learning activities.
UCP, Peterborough City Council and Opportunity Peterborough
offered a variety of activities to engage children in additional
learning in a fun and exciting way.

As part of the Children’s University Environmental Superhero
Campaign, a range of activities were delivered, including: a waste
recycling relay, energy usage, healthy living and green transport,
wood carving, fashion recycling and water conservation. To help
understand the concept of One Planet Living the children wrote a
pledge about their commitment to green living. 

The Problem Solving activity, run by the Public Services team, got
the children’s brains working as they built a bridge within a budget
and against the clock! The computing team delivered, along with
student volunteers, a ‘hands on’ session that allowed the children to
program and control an electronic platform using sensors, 7 to 14
year olds were mastering the basics of programming in readiness for
a future career in computing. 

For those children who enjoyed getting messy, the Volcanoes and
Kitchen Science option allowed them to debate the advantages and 
disadvantages of living near a volcano and create a modelling clay
volcano. 

The Art and Anatomy session required them to investigate the
function of each internal organ before reproducing the design on a
t-shirt and the Sport Leadership session also allowed the children to
develop their coaching and leadership skills with a fun based
outdoors activity.

Liz Knight Academic Director said, “The Children’s University is a
fabulous initiative. Our aim was to provide fun, innovative
learning which develops an appetite for education for life. We
were particularly pleased with the environmental sessions which
not only motivated children to be green citizens but also
supported Peterborough’s green
agenda. By the end of this year
we hope to have our first
Environmental Superhero CU
graduates. This initiative also
allows us to build aspirations so
that the Children’s’ University
graduates go on to become the
UCP graduates of the future.”

Peterborough Children’s University

Once again the month of September saw the Bull Hotel and
Peterborough Cathedral hold the prestigious Graduation Ceremony.
Over 150 graduates processed through the centre of town and into
the iconic Peterborough Cathedral in front of hundreds of proud
friends and family members. After hearing from Deputy Vice
Chancellor Professor Lesley Dobree, Chair of the Board Allan Arnott
and Principal and CEO of Peterborough Regional College Angela
Joyce, the moment every student in the building had been waiting
for began. Nerves were rife as the students crossed the stage, their
most prominent thoughts being “don’t trip up the stairs or fall over
in my heels!” but alas, everything ran smoothly and the atmosphere
was one of sheer pride. 

Guest speaker Mike Greene, Peterborough’s Secret Millionaire,
offered words of encouragement and inspiration to the audience,
whilst Journalism graduate Rachel Pishhorn delivered a superb Vote
of Thanks on behalf of all her fellow graduates. 

Success since the end of the teaching semester has been high again
this year with many students already in employment or
postgraduate study:
• 82% of the Archaeology graduates achieved a 1st or 2:1, with one 

student having their dissertation paper published
• Criminology graduate, Andrew Williams, has secured himself a job 

with the Ministry of Defence Police providing armed policing and 
conducting criminal investigations

• Computing received a 91% of 2:1 or better classifications and many
students are currently in employment

• 100% of Engineering graduates are currently either in full time 
employment or postgraduate study within the engineering 
discipline – this year 50% of students received a 1st class honours 
degree for the 4th year running

• Student progression in local and regional industry for our 
Journalism graduates includes the Lincolnshire County Council 
Internal Comms, a Spalding Guardian reporter and also a Stamford 
Mercury reporter. 

Success all round at University Centre Peterborough
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