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PRC Staff and students have much to be proud of as we start to
look back over the 2013/14 academic year and look forward to
the 2014/15 academic year. The College continues to perform in
the top 10% of Colleges nationally with results consistently above
England averages. On the basis of a strong track record, the
College continues to develop a ‘career curriculum’ where learners’
destinations into higher education or employment remain at the
heart. The introduction of land based curriculum is an excellent
example of the College meeting learner and employment needs.

The College continues to support the City of Peterborough’s
University aspirations through University Centre Peterborough. 
The University Centre has gained good student satisfaction rates 
and the number of students gaining the highest degree
classifications is higher than most of our competitors. The range
of degree pathways available continues to expand and much
work is taking place with local businesses to enable graduates to
progress into employment. The recently approved Greater
Peterborough University Technical College, sponsored by PRC,
Anglian Water and Anglian Ruskin University, will provide a
unique curriculum for 14 to 19 year olds. The UTC will work with
both the College and University Centre in raising skills in
engineering and construction. 

The College’s £5 million campus redevelopment is almost
complete and the new facilities are already benefiting our
learners and the local community. The new Enterprise Lounge
supports the College’s Enterprise Strategy and our work as a
Gazelle College. The enterprise strategy and competitions
strategy are examples where our learners can maximise on
additional opportunities while at PRC and where the College can
celebrate excellence in learners of all abilities. The recent Inclusive
Learning ‘soup making’ competition, along with Callum Byrne
reaching the final of WorldSkills UK in automotive engineering are
excellent examples of these strategies.

PRC continues to move from strength to strength in serving
Peterborough and the surrounding region. The performance in
2013/14 looks set to remain strong and we look forward to
welcoming new and existing students in September.

Angela Joyce
Principal & CEO

The bid to open a University Technical College (UTC) for Greater
Peterborough has been given Ministerial approval and will
open in September 2015. The new UTC, which was one of only
six to be approved from bids across the country, will be built on
Peterborough Regional College’s Park Crescent campus along
with University Centre Peterborough.  

UTCs are a unique education offer, where young people aged
14 to 18, will combine academic study with practical learning,
studying GCSEs alongside technical qualifications. UTCs
provide the opportunity for education and businesses to come
together and develop the skills that will be needed in the
industry of the future. 

Peterborough Regional College is leading the development of
the Greater Peterborough UTC with the support of fellow
sponsor Anglia Ruskin University and key employer sponsors
Anglian Water, Larkfleet Group and Marshall Aerospace.  

The UTC for Greater Peterborough will specialise in
Environmentally Sustainable Manufacturing, Engineering & the
Built Environment. The environment, engineering and
construction sectors provide significant employment
opportunities for young people in the region and the UTC will
provide a pathway into these careers from the age of 14 years. 

Phil Brown, Head of People Development, Anglian Water, said:
“Recruitment of skilled and motivated staff is a growing
challenge and our needs for staff are in line with the UTC’s
planned student output. We look forward to inviting students
of the UTC to apply for roles with us, leading to successful
careers for those interested in our industry, and seeing the
Greater Peterborough UTC fill skills gaps and provide
progression into employment for young people.”

Acting Chair of the UTC and CEO of Peterborough Regional
College, Angela Joyce, said: “The UTC is an exciting and unique
addition to education in Greater Peterborough. I am
delighted that we have such a strong partnership who will
deliver this technical based curriculum for those aged 14
alongside their GCSE’s.” She added, “Peterborough has a
growing population and economy, so the UTC will further
support skills development in young people to enhance their
future prospects in these industry sectors as well as
supporting regional businesses in recruiting technically
trained and work ready young people.”

Parents or carers who want to find out more about this
opportunity for young people should email info@gputc.com
or visit www.gputc.com.

Greater
Peterborough
University Technical 
College gets the go ahead

Welcome to the
summer edition
of PRC Voice

Dates for your diary
Open Days Parent’s Information Evening Advice Days
• Tue 21st Oct 2014, 3pm - 8pm • Wed 19th Nov 2014, 6pm start • Thurs 21st Aug 2014
• Mon 29 th Nov 2014, 10am - 2pm 12pm - 4pm & 5pm - 7pm
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Greater
Peterborough
University Technical 
College gets the go ahead

We have recently been awarded the
Customer Service Excellence Standard
(CSE) award alongside University Centre
Peterborough (UCP).

The standard is a very challenging one to
achieve and is increasingly seen as a
measure of a quality service. The
achievement not only reflects the
College’s commitment, but is also an

acknowledgement of the effort of everyone who works for our
organisation.

In order to achieve this, we were required to meet 57 elements
within the 5 criterion of the CSE standard, with an allowance of
eleven part compliance’s. We achieved the award with only four part
compliance’s which indicates that engagement and involvement
with customers is of paramount importance to the College and
University Centre.

We worked closely with the business development company; emqc,
who supported us through the application.

emqc assessed the College as a whole, including not only our
customer service procedures in place for our students and visitors,
but also in support areas such as the finance and marketing
departments.

There were a number of strengths identified during the assessment,
like how the College interacts and engages with hard to reach
groups, in particular the work of the Wellbeing Team and the work
across college and the community to embrace all and give everyone
the opportunity to realise their full potential.

Another point that was highlighted was the corporate commitment
to putting the customer at the heart of service delivery, irrespective 

of who the customer might be and also the ease of access to
services to ensure that students experience a ‘one stop shop‘
approach to delivery and progression.

How we interact with the wider community was also a strong point. 
The College has a variety of different courses from Entry Level
through to Level 3 and beyond with the University Centre. Students
from all backgrounds and locations around the City unite to learn
their future trade. Assessors highlighted how the College supports
students locally from more deprived areas. Central Ward,
Dogsthorpe and Ravensthorpe being amongst the 10% of most
deprived areas of the UK.

Joanne Hather-Dennis, Executive Director for Students here at PRC
says: “We are very proud to have achieved this standard which
endorses our college values of customer centred delivery, respect
and collaboration and excellence in all areas of activity. This
award places us in a good position on our journey to outstanding.“

We are proud to announce that we are
once again a ‘green’ business and are
going to be used as a great example to
other local business on their future
‘green’ missions.

We gained our first Green Award
accreditation back in 2012 and have
annually proven we are worthy of
maintaining this eco crown. We were
awarded the accreditation once again
by Peterborough Environment City Trust
(PECT) and Investors in the
Environment.

Jacqui Fleming, Health & Safety Officer
here at PRC and leading on their green
agenda is pleased with the outcome:

“It’s great to be awarded the green
level accreditation once again. Not
only that, but PRC are now leading the
way as a green leader for the City,
helping other businesses set their
green standards, it is an amazing
achievement.”

Areas that the auditors were most
impressed with were solar panels being
installed on our new sports facility (due
to open very soon) and the overall
waste of the business being reduced by
over 13%, using the motto reduce, reuse
and recycle!

We are
green for
another
year!

PRC & UCP
deliver
excellence 
in customer
service

Awards & Achievements

Dates for your diary
Open Days Parent’s Information Evening Advice Days
• Tue 21st Oct 2014, 3pm - 8pm • Wed 19th Nov 2014, 6pm start • Thurs 21st Aug 2014
• Mon 29 th Nov 2014, 10am - 2pm 12pm - 4pm & 5pm - 7pm
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New Developments at PRC

Eastfield Road new student entrance

New reception area

The brand new sports centre was handed over to us in
April and looks fantastic! The building is currently
being kitted out and getting ready for operation by
the start of the new academic year in September.

Facilities include dance/fitness mirrored studios with
sprung floors, x2 physio rooms and a fully functional
gym area, along with male and female changing area
facilities.

PRC are currently in negotiations with an external
fitness centre to run the facility on a commercial basis
which will be open for members of the public to use
during certain hours of the day. 

Those students studying on sports courses at the
College and University Centre Peterborough will also
be taking advantage of the facility for their own
curriculum delivery.

We’re really excited about the new sports centre and
can’t wait for it to be up and running.  Look out for
more details on our website coming soon!

PRC’s
amazing
makeover!
The College’s £4.9m makeover is almost complete! Building work started
back in April 2013 with the refurbishment of a science lab, hair salon, and
catering kitchen. Work continued throughout summer 2013 with the
development of our brand new Enterprise Lounge. This facility has been a
great success allowing students to promote enterprise ventures as part of
their course and is also utilised for cross college events such as open days.
Doug Richard, Serial Entrepreneur and former Dragons’ Den panellist,
attended PRC to launch an official opening of the Enterprise Lounge (see
article on page 06).

The work didn’t stop there; our Eastfield Road student entrance and the
main Park Crescent entrance were also brought up-to-date with a new
modern entrance/reception area along with the refurbishment of the
College shop and the Coffee Shop. The new main reception area is
modern and spacious and creates a really positive impression of the
College for staff, students and external visitors.

The outside animal care facility is now successfully running and a variety
of animals have moved in (see article on next page). Developments are also
underway for an animal care indoor facility.

Outside of our new sports hall
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New Developments at PRC

We will be launching a brand new Countryside & Horticulture course
starting this September.

There is a well documented skills shortage in horticulture at the
moment, so jobs should be readily available once qualified from the
one year course. A massive 95% of horticultural growers questioned
by Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) revealed they are struggling to
find enough young British job applicants with sufficiently good skills
to fill vacancies. A total of 70% of respondents said they are
employing more foreign skilled labour now than they were five
years ago.

Jason Philpot, Land Based Sector Manager here at PRC said:
“This exciting new course will enable students to gain lots of
practical, hands on skills and in depth knowledge of working in
the countryside and horticulture. Practical habitat maintenance
will be undertaken on a range of sites including; woodlands,
beaches and various country estates. 

The Horticulture will also provide practical experience of working
in gardens and nurseries to enable progression to further study or
work. There are many jobs available in countryside management
and horticulture working for organisations such as the National
Trust, The Woodlands Trust or garden centres and landscaping
companies.”

Whilst on the course, students will learn skills needed for everyday
jobs within the industry. Skills range from tree climbing, plant
science, coastal management to road repairs and more. Typical job
roles in horticulture that this course can lead to include; park
rangers, estate maintenance, countryside recreation, landscape
gardener and fencing or production horticulture. This new course is
a full-time BTEC programme at Level 2 and new students will be
required to have at least 2 GCSEs at a grade C or above or a similar
level qualification and can lead to employment or Level 3 courses.

To find out more visit our website at www.peterborough.ac.uk
or call 0345 872 8722.

NEW Course - Countryside Management & Horticulture

New animals move into PRC
It’s exciting times for our animal care provision at the College. Our
outside facility is now complete and we have been gradually moving the
animals in and giving them time to settle in to their new homes.

The aviary is now home to Diamond Doves, Zebra Finches and Quails. Koi
Carp are inhabiting the raised wooden pond and we also have herds of
rabbits, guinea pigs and chinchillas. In the not to distant future we look
forward to welcoming Marmosets, along with an exciting variety of other
animals who will move in to the new indoor facility once it’s complete.

The Animal Care department would like to thank all of those who have
helped with the development of this new and fast growing subject area.
In particular, facilities for their excellent work on the accommodation,
Sainsburys who are kindly donating fruit and vegetables as animal food
and Thompson and Morgan who have agreed to supply flower and
vegetable seeds to us. We would also like to thank all other staff who
have been involved and shown enthusiasm for these exciting
developments.
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Congratulations to 
Alexis Grimshaw for
winning a Samsung

Galaxy Tablet!

Alexis was the lucky
person chosen at

random as he attended
one of the Taster

sessions.

Former Dragon’s Den
star opens new
Enterprise Lounge 
Doug Richard, Serial Entrepreneur and
former Dragons’ Den panellist, recently
attended PRC to celebrate our new
Enterprise Lounge facility.

Doug held a number of workshops
throughout the day where students and
guests from a variety of local businesses
benefited from his years of expertise
within the industry. He then officially
opened the new enterprise facility, joined
by many special guests and local business
contacts.

We are increasing the element of
enterprise throughout our curriculum
following the success of The Peter Jones
Enterprise Academy and the BTEC in
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship which
was introduced a couple of years ago.

In 2008, Doug founded the School for
Startups project which has subsequently
assisted more than 15,000 business
owners.

The Enterprise Lounge here at PRC is part
of a £4.9 million cross college facility
improvement project along with a new
sports facility opening within the next few
months.

The new space is already proving a
popular area for students to meet,
performances to take place by budding
new musicians and for students to host
stands either raising money for charity or
pitching their new business ideas to their
peers.

Images show our Peter Jones Enterprise Academy
students with Doug Richard.

Every year we offer free taster sessions for students who are starting to think about what
they would like to do once they have finished school. The sessions give students a chance
to take part in a real college lesson and the opportunity to use the industry standard
facilities, to give them a taste of what studying at the college is like.

In February this year we had our most successful taster sessions to date with a record
number of 193 students attending. Subjects included: animal care, childcare, engineering,
hairdressing, science and public services to name a few. Students were also given 
pre-course guidance, student welfare information and financial advice to help support
them in taking their next steps. 

Lynsey Buckingham, Events & External Liaison Executive says:
“Each year we find that more students are finding it difficult deciding what steps to take
after finishing school, whether it’s deciding what course they would like to study, or
where they would like to study.” 

“The taster sessions are a great way for students to have a go at fun and
interactive activities that are relevant to the courses we offer here at the College.
It’s also a great opportunity to meet our tutors and get a general feel about what it
is like studying here.” 

Students have a
taste of college life

PRC Events & Activities
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College STEM Fair is a huge success
Our annual STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Fair is proving to
be very popular and this year was no exception. With over 500 staff and students
attending and children from five different secondary schools, this was our most
successful fair yet.

Students were encouraged to have a go at a range of activities which were
happening throughout the day. For those interested in computing  there was
demonstrations running for the Raspberry Pi (the credit card sized computer) and
the use of a USB robotic arm controlled via Minecraft. Visitors also got to try out
the Oculus Rift, a virtual reality head-mounted display.

The College has invested in its very own 3D printer and these are becoming more
commonplace for the production of ‘plastics’ parts; either as one off prototypes or
for mass production. Our engineering tutors demonstrated how our small 3D
printer works and how it produces a range of various objects.

For the budding Albert Einsteins amongst us there were lots of science activities
for students to get involved in including experiments to highlight the
importance of physics, exploring the relationship between genetics and taste,
and measurement used in forensics and biology.

And it didn’t end there! Our construction lecturers demonstrated bench
skills using hand tools, setting out electrical lighting circuits, pipe
bending and fitting a radiator. 

Other activities included: archaeology, networking, structural
engineering and design, circuit building, Oculus Rift, gear ratios and
Arduino car obstacle course.

Students thoroughly enjoyed taking part in this event and really engaged
with the activities which gave them an opportunity to learn some 
new skills. Well done to everyone who took part and helped to make 
this event so successful.

Raspberry Pi

3D printer

Oculus Rift

Bench skills demonstrations

Aspirations Week returned for its third consecutive year to help PRC
students find out more about what they can progress on to, whether this be
through further education or starting their career. 

Throughout the week demonstrations, presentations and visits from other
employers took place in our Enterprise Lounge so that students could drop
in and get advice and guidance on their future steps. Some of the main
activities included the hair and beauty students, who were heavily involved
in giving some fantastic demonstrations and showcasing their skills to their
peers. Another talking point of the week was the public services drill
demonstrations. The army was also in attendance and ex students came
back to talk to current students about their experiences since leaving
college.

Jennie Grove, the College’s in-house Career’s Advisor said: “Aspirations
Week is aimed at raising awareness and progression within and beyond
college. It’s a great opportunity for students to find out about the range of
courses on offer at PRC and how they can progress through the levels.”

Helping to raise student aspiration
PRC’s annual Career Awareness Fair was held in April. The
event is a great way for students to find out about the
world of work and to explore their options for the future.

A wide range of organisations were invited to the event
including Coca Cola, Anne Corder Recruitment and
Marshall Aerospace just to name a few. Students were also
able to find out about apprenticeships and training
schemes, higher education, volunteering and full and part-
time work opportunities. 

Careers Advisor for PRC and event organiser, Jennie Grove
said: “Meeting professional people in an informal
environment is a great way for our students to practise
their communication and social skills. Students were able
to access CV and Interview Skills workshops delivered by
JobSmart, our employment specialists.“

Careers Awareness Fair
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February 12th saw the celebration of LGBT day
within the College. LGBT month is celebrated every
year by the College and celebrates the lives and
achievements of the LGBT community.

This year‘s event was very popular amongst
students and staff and we had a number of outside
organisations including the police, the fire service,
CASH team and rape crisis. The College Wellbeing
Team also supported the event along with the
Unity Peacemakers and the College Library+

The event was a great success and well attended
by staff and students. The event is a vital part of the
College’s LIVE calendar which promotes equality
and diversity within the College. 

Following on from LGBT Day, we held our annual
Diversity Day in March. This was the 8th year of
running the event and this year’s one did not
disappoint.

There was a varied selection of activities
throughout the day including live music, dancing,
food, Henna art, competitions, world faiths,
interactive activities and information. The Salsa
dancing really got people on their feet with the
catchy music and routines.

Mohammed Sarfraz, Learner Involvement &
Diversity Advisor  said:
“We are very proud of the popularity of our
Diversity Day event and the positive messages it
conveys about different aspects of diversity. The
College’s Respect Campaign has worked
extremely hard to make this a huge and
successful event.”

LGBT &
Diversity Day
Celebrations

PRC Events & Activities

Staff and students
celebrate National
Apprenticeship
Week

Staff and students here at PRC celebrated National Apprenticeship
Week from 3-7 March by taking part in a range of exciting and
interactive activities.

Members of PRC’s Apprenticeship team hosted a number of events
throughout the week, from information stands for current college
students who may be considering an Apprenticeship after their current
studies to CV writing workshops. There was lots of other fun activities
including a t-shirt design competition where students had the chance
to win a £25 voucher.

ITV also paid us a visit at the beginning of the week to film our
apprentices in action. They visited our catering kitchens, hair salons
and motor vehicle workshop; interviewing the apprentices and finding
out more about the apprenticeship qualifications they are working
towards.

The event was part of the seventh annual National Apprenticeship
Week which is designed to celebrate Apprenticeships and the positive
impact they have on individuals, businesses and the economy.

Apprenticeships are increasing in popularity among both employers
and young people according to figures released in February 2014 by
the National Apprenticeship Service. The quarterly Apprenticeship
Index reveals a 24% increase in Apprenticeship vacancies posted online
on the Apprenticeship vacancies website between August and October
2013 compared to the same period the previous year.

For more information on Apprenticeships, whether you are looking to
train or an employer wanting to hire, contact the Apprenticeship team
at Peterborough Regional College on 01733 762121 or email
apprenticeships@peterborough.ac.uk
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Touch Rugby, Rush Hockey, Ice Skating and Indoor 24 Cricket. These are just a few
examples of the wide range of sports that PRC students from different curriculum areas
have experienced since January 2014.

The opportunity to implement high quality sport development programmes at the
College has been made possible by the College Sport Maker role, funded by Sport
England as part of the Active Colleges programme.

“Since January 2014, the College Sport Maker role at the college has really taken off”,
Christopher Bryden, College Sport Maker for Peterborough Regional College explains, 
“As a result of direct partnership work with National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) and

external leisure providers such as Planet Ice, Vivacity and Thorpe Wood Golf, we’ve been able to successfully embed college sport across
many different curriculum areas this year. A couple of our programmes have even received recognition from external organisations,
which is a fantastic achievement considering the College has only had the post for around 16 months.”

A few examples of the many opportunities created through the post include:
• Touch Rugby with Motor Vehicle students (in partnership with the RFU)
• Cycling with Construction students (in partnership with British Cycling)
• Indoor 24 (Cricket) with ESOL students (in partnership with the Hunts Cricket Board)
• Dodgeball with Public Service students (in partnership with UK Dodgeball)

As part of preparations for the 2014/2015 academic year, planning has already begun with several departments for increased provision next
year. Chris explains, “This is only just the beginning of what is going to be a fantastic project at PRC. I’m proud of the impact the role has
had on the College this year but we’re always striving for more.”

For more information on the College Sport Maker role at the College or how to get involved, Chris can be contacted on 01733 762368 or by 
e-mailing chris.bryden@peterborough.ac.uk. Alternatively, please follow or tweet the post’s Twitter account @PRC_SportMaker.

BCS Football Tournament
In early May, students from the learner engagement department took part in a
football participation tournament at Lynnsport in Kings Lynn, organised by British
Colleges Sport (BCS)  and the English Colleges Football Association (ECFA). The
team, who had never previously played together, competed in 10 x 5 minute
matches over the space of two hours. Christopher Bryden, College Sport Maker at
Peterborough Regional College commented: “It’s great to be able to offer this
opportunity to students at the College who don’t play for the College teams. It’s
something, through British Colleges Sport, that we hope to be able to offer
more of in the future. The students really enjoyed the experience and I would
like to extend my gratitude to the College of West Anglia for hosting a fantastic
event”.

Students
engage 
in sport 

World Book Day
Students David Lawson, Claire Simms, Cameron Noyes, Rosie
Featherstone, Alex Kate Leonard, Rahmatullah Zadran, Luke Paling,
and Callum Mather are celebrating their success as short story
writers after Library+ invited students to write a short story as part
of their celebrations for World Book Day on 6th March. Over 50
entries from across the College entered the competition, but these
students particularly impressed the Library+ team with their
creativity and use of language.

Launched the day before at the College Diversity Day celebrations,
World Book Day had already reached over 800 students before the
fun continued on the 6th. Book tokens were distributed and
entrants took part in a competition to match the first lines of
novels with their cover page. The World Book day podcast ‘The 

Biggest Book Show on Earth’ was transmitted in the Library+ group
study area and classrooms on March 6th, and pictures of the stand
in the Library+ group study area were tweeted by the College. 

A display of eye-catching fiction in support of World Book Day was
also prepared by the Library+ team.

Learning Resources Co-ordinator Kathryn Wallis said: 
“We were delighted with the response to this event, especially the
short story competition and have really enjoyed reading the 52
entries. It has been a pleasure to enter so many peoples’
imagination and a difficult job to judge each story. Editing the
community story was also a lot of fun. It has been wonderful to
see so many peoples creative side.”
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National Competitions

Official Sponsor 

PRC Inclusive Learning students recently competed
against several other colleges including Cambridge 
Regional College, Bedford College,
Huntingdonshire Regional College, Easton & Otley
College and Central Bedfordshire College to
produce, from scratch, soup and afternoon tea.

This was part of an Inter-college Inclusive Skills
Competition which aims to widen participation in
skills competitions in the East of England. The
project is funded through the Skills Funding
Agency - Equality & Diversity Innovation Fund.
Sector Manager for Inclusive Learning, Jeremy
Lloyd highlights that: “Through partnership
working with other learning providers, we have
created a fair environment for students to
develop their confidence, meet new people, think
independently and take part in competitions to
ensure that students with learning difficulties and
disabilities optimise their skills and demonstrate
their abilities in a formal and competitive arena.”

The morning started as learners teamed up and
started to make soup. They were marked on
different categories such as Health & Safety
guidelines and the appearance and taste of the
soup. All teams followed a recipe and then
decorated the soup once they finished their
masterpiece!

Afternoon tea was next on the menu. They had to
prepare, cook and present with other students in
their team, and like the soup earlier on in the day, it
was judged by the panel and our very own head
judge, Jeremy Lloyd!

Once all cleared away and tasted, all learners who
participated on the day received a certificate and
then all posed for a group photo with Principal,
Angela Joyce. All the students enjoyed the day and
couldn‘t wait to meet up for the next event!

Soup and
afternoon tea 
on the menu

Prospective mechanic
shows he’s got what it
takes to be the best in
the world
A local student has shown that he has got what it takes to be the best,
as he qualifies for the National World Skills Competition in Mechanical
Engineering.

Prospective mechanic, Callum Byrne, studying Level 3 in Vehicle
Maintenance and Repair at the College, recently competed against
the top 25 students from across the nation in heats held at the Jaguar
Land Rover Academy in Warwick. Out of the 26 students that
competed, only six were selected to progress on to the National World
Skills competition in Birmingham in November. Callum successfully
made it into the top six, by qualifying first in the competition!

As part of the heats, Callum, who is employed as an apprentice at
Chapel Motor Repairs in Baston, had to complete six tasks that
covered different areas of a vehicle ranging from inspecting a vehicle,
to diagnosing and repairing its faults. Each task lasted up to 45
minutes and was marked for competence and skill.

Matthew Gray, Motor Vehicle Lecturer and Callum’s mentor, said:
“Callum has studied at Peterborough Regional College for three
years as part of an apprenticeship, and he always showed genuine
interest and a natural talent for his chosen career.
After deciding that he wanted to compete in the World Skills UK
competition I was asked if I would continue to mentor him and help
him develop his skills and knowledge. Callum has always had a very
positive attitude to developing within his profession and is able to
accept criticism through analysis of his work, allowing him to be
able to identify areas that he needs to develop to reach his
maximum potential.
This attitude and talent has made training him enjoyable and
satisfying and has resulted in him securing a place in the National
Heats in Birmingham.”

If successful in the next round Callum will go on to compete in the
prestigious World Skills final competition, representing the UK in Rio
De Janeiro in Brazil.
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On Wednesday 30th April students from the hair and
beauty department took part in the first heat of the
prestigious Worldskills UK National competitions. The
ultimate national winners will go through to the Worldskills
competition in Brazil .The competition took place at
Huntingdon Regional College and amongst the
competitors were students from Reading, Warwick,
Huntingdon, Norwich and New College Stamford.

Representing PRC in the Beauty Therapy Intermediate Level
heats were: Ruth Horspole, Baiba Gold-berga, Jasmine
Dolan and Monika Dubauskaite. Representing the College
in Advanced Beauty – Ernesta Ulberkyte. The College is
delighted to say that the following students achieved first
place:
• Monika Dubauskaite –Intermediate Beauty
• Ernesta Ulberkyte – Advanced Beauty

Monika said: “It was the best experience I have ever had
so far... so many good emotions. I felt honoured to be
picked to represent the College and I really wanted to
make my tutor proud of me as she had the biggest faith in
me. During the competition I felt I was amongst the best
beauty students in the UK.”

Ernesta said of her experience: “Taking part in the
competition is a huge achievement. It hae given me an
amazing experience, expanded my knowledge and built
my confidence.”

Ernesta Ulberkyte
Advanced Beauty

Monika Dubauskaite
Intermediate Beauty

UK National Competition
‘nailed’ by Beauty students

Local make-up students are putting their skills to the test by
entering a prestigious national competition. Eleven students
studying the Level 3 Diploma in Make-Up Artistry at PRC will be
entering the Jane Iredale National Student Make-Up Competition, a
competition that gives make-up and beauty students across the
country a chance to demonstrate their creative flair and talent.

To enter, the students had to complete and send the official
application form, and a make-up chart in addition to a before and
after photo of their ‘look’, with the theme being ‘Musical Videos
through the Ages’. The judges will pick six finalists from all the
entries and those selected will be invited to an all-expenses-paid
three day final on the 26th June. The final will be judged by Jane
Iredale herself, President and Founder of Iredale Mineral Cosmetics,
at a top London location. The winner of the competition will receive

an invaluable prize to kick start their career including a make-up kit
worth £1,000, one day’s work experience, social media exposure, a
trophy and write-ups in trade magazines, plus four days advanced
training. The winning college will also receive £500 worth of Jane
Iredale products to use as a training tool, to help make-up artists of
the future.

Course tutor at PRC, Sam Clarke says:
“The students have been working hard on this in their own time,
alongside their college work and some are also competing at
World Skills in two weeks time. They have researched a variety of
iconic music videos and so far they range from TLC’s ‘Scrubs’ to
Lady Gaga.”

Apprentice with leading
builder nominated for
national contest
Seventeen year old apprentice, Ashton Quince who is a
carpenter/joiner with Persimmon Homes East Midlands and
studying for his Apprenticeship with PRC has been given a
huge pat on the back after being nominated for a national
competition. 

The College was so impressed by Ashton that they nominated
him for the national Skill Build competition. Run by CITB, it is
the largest multi-trade competition in the country for
construction trainees and apprentices, covering ten craft
occupations. Ashton, who started with Persimmon Homes East
Midlands last September, will compete in the regional heat in
Norwich on June 5. He said: “I am very excited about the
whole thing and am really looking forward to June. It is a real
honour to be nominated and I feel that my college and
Persimmon Homes have noticed me and what I am doing,
which is a nice feeling.” Ashton, who went to Neale Wade
Community College, added: “I studied construction at school
and thought carpentry was the best part and I really enjoyed
it. When I saw the apprenticeship at Persimmon Homes, I
knew they were a big company and I knew they had a lot to
offer, so I was delighted when I was given the role. I really
enjoy it and am very happy with everything. The guys on the
construction site have made me feel really welcome.”

Nikki Wasey, apprenticeship officer for COWA, Isle, Huntingdon
and Peterborough Regional College, said: “He has done
incredibly well to be nominated because he is only in his first
year. He is an amazing apprentice and is really good at what
he does. He is very dedicated and worked hard to get the
apprenticeship he wanted. He has a nice attitude and the
feedback we get from everyone about him is fantastic. He is a
really lovely lad, so polite and a real team player on site.”
Well done Ashton and best of luck for June.

Students make-up musical
looks for national competition
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Students at PRC’s Media and Journalism Centre in
Broadway recently got the opportunity to produce
their very own version of the hit BBC show, The Great
British Bake Off. The media students have been working
very closely with Peterborough United Football Club in
recent months and together came up with the idea to
produce their own version of the show.

Four footballers were chosen; Bobby Olejnik, Joe Day,
Craig Alcock and Mark Little. They were taken from the
comfort of the training pitch and into the College
kitchens, where they were given the task of who could
produce the best cake and win over three very
knowledgeable judges; Chief Executive and
experienced baker Bob Symns, catering lecturer at the
College, Steve Parr and Football League representative
and cake eating extraordinaire Jackie Bass. 

Nicola Martin, Sector Manager for Arts and Media at the
College, said: “We’re delighted with the success of this
project. It has been excellent for the students to be a
part of. Being able to help them learn through real-
life scenarios and situations is a key part of our ethos
at the Media and Journalism Centre and we’re
already looking forward to future partnership work
with the football club.”

Posh press officer Phil Adlam said: 
“Following the popularity of the Great British Bake
Off, we wanted to come up with our own version and
after visiting the Media & Journalism Centre we
quickly realised we could enlist the help of the
students in creating our vision. The students worked
extremely hard alongside the lecturers to help
produce the video and we hope to work together on
future projects as part of the student’s curriculum.
The players were fantastic on the day, both with their
patience and what they produced and it was an
extremely close contest to determine the winner.”

As well as producing the video for the show, the
College’s catering students were also involved in the
baking process. Steven Parr, Hospitality Lecturer at the
College, added: “The students really enjoyed assisting
the players with their bakes and it was a valuable
experience for them. It has also been excellent to
work with the media students in a cross-college
project.”

To view our students great work and to find out the
winner, visit the POSH official YouTube channel.

Arts & Media

The
Great
Posh
Bake
off

Photography students to exhibit in London
Students studying on the Level 3 BTEC in Photography course will
be heading to London in June to exhibit their work at the
internationally renowned show, ‘Free Range’ held at the Old Truman
Brewery in Brick Lane.

Free Range is a project that provides new creative students with the
opportunity to showcase their work on an international level. Since
its inception in 2001, Free Range has become the number one
platform and launch pad for the next crop of creative people to
showcase their work to both public and industry. 

The students have been holding a range of fundraising activities,
including a car wash and bake sale, to help support raising the
necessary £3,500 to take part in the show. The College has also
donated to their fund.

Billie Kitchener, the College’s Photography Co-ordinator, said: “This
is a fantastic opportunity for the students. To exhibit their work
alongside some of the very best universities, at an internationally
recognised show, will give them both a great opportunity and
experience that they might not otherwise have had.”

Chantelle McDonald (17), from Ramsey, said: “I’m really excited to
be exhibiting my work at the show. It will give me and the rest of
the group the chance to get feedback on our work and you never
know who might turn up to see it. This could open up
opportunities to help me secure my ideal job in the future.”

Find out how our students got on in the next Winter edition of 
PRC Voice!

What ou r students have been u p to...Curriculum News
prc voice 2_Layout 1  11/06/2014  11:47  Page 12



Paralympian, Jade Etherington, visited our Media and Journalism
Centre to inspire students with a talk that gave an insight into her
quadruple medal winning success.

Jade’s visit started with a tour of the building on Broadway, before she
was interviewed by a media student for the next issue of the 
student-led magazine, S-Xpress, which is out this summer.

During the interview, Jade (23), the most successful British woman in
Winter Paralympics’ history, spoke about the games, in Sochi, where
she won four medals. She then headed to the photography studio for a
photo shoot with students, before speaking to Year 1 Print-based
Media students, who had a series of questions for Jade and later joined
her outside of the building for a group photo.

Nick Reinis, Lecturer of Journalism here at the College, said: 
“It was really good to have Jade come in and meet my students. She’s
an inspiration and it was great for her to take time out of her busy
schedule to come and visit us.”

Nicola Martin, Sector Manager for Arts and Media said: 
“We are always keen to bring people into the College who can inspire
our students to aim higher and push their capabilities. Jade fits that
bill perfectly with the success that she achieved at Sochi and I’m sure
the students gained a lot from her visit.”

We offer a wide range of courses including the specialist media and
journalism courses. The Media and Journalism Centre hosts a wide
range of industry standard equipment including TV
studios, radio recording facilities
and photography and photoshop
suites. This high standard of
equipment and hands on course
style allows the students to fit
straight into employment within
their chosen field or for further
studies at university.

Paralympian put under 
the spotlight by budding
media students

Our media students were lucky to get the opportunity to 
work at the massive Truckfest event at the East of England
Showground over the bank holiday weekend. They were
responsible for filming live vision mixes of the event's
highlights, including catching up with celebrities Joey Essex
and Michelle Keegan. The live footage provided by our students
ensured everything was seen by the thousands of spectators as
the video images were fed directly onto a large mobile screen.
Live Promotions, the event organisers were very impressed with
the students work and how professional they were throughout
the weekend. Keep up the good work!

Students work with the 
stars at Truckfest

Art and photography students recently got to showcase
their work to the general public at an exhibition held at
Peterborough Cathedral in February this year.

The launch of the exhibition was opened by the Mayor of
Peterborough, Cllr June Stokes, and the Dean of
Peterborough, the Very Revd Charles Taylor who offered a
warm welcome to the College staff and students at the
opening. He praised the “stunning” work that the students
had produced.

The theme was to capture the essence of the cathedral; the
architectural forms and spiritual quality. A range of
techniques were used by the students including
photography, mono printing, screen printing and acrylic.

Nikki Witham, Assistant
Principal - Quality &
Standards at PRC fully
supported the exhibition:
“It was an absolute
pleasure to attend. It 
was wonderful to see the
outcome of all the learners
work and support that the tutors have provided. 
It was incredible to hear and see the positive feedback
from the visitors at the exhibition.”

Artistic students showcase 
at Peterborough Cathedral 

What ou r students have been u p to...
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Three of our sport’s students have been given a chance of a lifetime to play
rugby down under in Australia.

Jordan Burgess (Whittlesey) and Vernon Horne (Peterborough) have agreed a
contract with Guyra Ghosts Rugby Club in New South Wales with Levan
Stapleton (Gunthorpe) being signed  for Footscray RUFC in Victoria. 

All three students have attended the successful Rugby Development Centre
based here at the College. The programme consists of a full-time sport based
BTEC Level 2 or 3 with extra hours per week dedicated to playing rugby, training
and coaching. They all left in May and could not wait to get on the plane!

Jordan said:
“I'm slightly nervous about going out there but at the same time extremely
excited and ready for the challenge, to push myself out of my comfort zone.
This is also a big opportunity to further my rugby career in playing and
coaching. I owe a lot to the coaches at the College.”

The Rugby Development Centre is still relatively new at the College and is
proving extremely popular and successful. Teams in the past couple of years
have won league titles, had great cup runs and qualified for national
tournaments. 

Levan spoke about the course and added:
“It is a fantastic experience and anybody that is debating whether to be a part
of it will be silly not to! It not only teaches you valuable knowledge about key
subjects, but core life skills, values and friends for life. Personally it improved
my game massively.”

Both Jordan and Vernon played for Peterborough Lions and Levan played for
Peterborough Rugby Club. All three praised PRC Sports Tutor and Rugby Coach,
Lewis Capes. Levan said:
“This guy deserves so much credit for what he has done at the College for the
development of players. He has had so much success with every team he has
worked with at the College. I highly regard Lewis as someone who has made
me the player I am today and am so grateful that he put his effort into not
only me but all of us who have been through the Rugby Development Centre
at PRC.”

Rugby students 
land contracts
down under!

Our very own Rugby Development Centre had a
season to remember as silverware was lifted and
records tumbled!

The first bit of cup success came in the way of the
BCS East Region 10’s tournament. Their reward for
winning this was they went on to represent the
whole of the Eastern Region at the national
tournament held at Bath University. The boys
finished a very credible fourth place overall, a
fantastic achievement!

The next big milestone in their season was a record
breaking league victory against Easton College. They
romped home 123-0 recording a mammoth 19 tries!
A couple of weeks later they wrapped up the league
title in style away to Moulton College coming out 33-
8 winners. Even though the title was in the bag and
two trophies won, the season was not over.

The team then travelled to Sutton Coldfield to play in
the BCS National Rugby 7's Tournament. The lads fell
just short of a treble winning season by going down
24-12 to Myerscough College.

To wrap up an already unforgettable season, Josh
Waller was selected to play for England under 18’s
and he played in both the games as he travelled to
France to compete at an International Tri
tournament. Josh now boasts two England caps to
his name!   

PRC Rugby
Development Centre - 
a season to remember!

Sport Studies
Curriculum News What ou r students have been u p to...

In memory of James Berry

The PRC rugby team held a tribute match in December
2013 against Moulton College; this was in memory of their
team mate James Berry who was sadly died last summer. 
This was the first match where they got to wear their new
kit dedicated to James with the initials ‘JB’ on the sleeve.

The game started with high emotions after the one minute
silence which was respected by both rugby spectators,
college staff and students and James’ family who were also
present. PRC went on to win the match 36 to 10.
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Performing Arts

After the success of our dance students qualifying for the World
Championships in Glasgow last year, they have only gone and done
it again!

The students who are on the Level 3 Dance course worked really
hard perfecting their set in preparation for the UDO Street Dance
Southern Regional Championships. The competition was held in
Reading at the end of May and our students competed against
seven different groups in their category, and came out victorious! 

Dance tutor Sarah Roe was thrilled with their performance: 
“The students have worked incredibly hard to perfect their piece
and blew me  away with their performance, we were all so proud!
The standard of all the competing crews was high, so to win first
place was an amazing feeling, the dancers were all screaming - it
was an incredible day.”

They have now qualified to compete in the World Championships
taking place in Glasgow in August and also the European
Championships to be held in Germany in May 2015 so watch this
space!

Rugby students 
land contracts
down under!

What ou r students have been u p to...

PRC students dance their way to
the World Championships, again!

Public Services
Public  Services students recently undertook a 10 week plan in
conjunction with Sport England to be able to run non-stop for five
kilometres around Ferry Meadows. Tutor Steve Burton liaised with
Sports England representatives to ensure that the event was a
success. The Level 1, 2 and 3 students who took part were
encouraged by tutors Steve Burton, Phil Ellis and Stuart Miller. Stuart
took on the challenge of running around the course twice to
motivate the students. All students who took part completed the run
and received a medal and certificate. Level 3 second year students
did an amazing job of volunteering to marshall the event. A big well
done to all those who took part.

Level 2 and Level 3 Public Service students also participated in a Bag
Packing day at Tesco‘s in Hampton with tutors Andy O‘Brien and Jim
Shilling. The students were commended by the store manager on
their impeccable behaviour and interaction with both the staff and
customers which raised a total of £473.72.

As of April 2014 a grand total of £555.72 has been raised for Help the
Heroes,but there are more fundraising activities ahead for the busy
students including a Coast to Coast Walk to take place in June 2014.

Students get involved with fundraising Public Services students withtheir certificates and medalsafter the 5k run

Drill Competition
The annual Public Service Drill was held in June, where students
were put in groups and competed against one another. They
were assessed in all aspects of drill to include: teamwork, self-
discipline, uniform and overall bearing and poise.

All groups performed to a high standard which made it a very
hard task for the judges (Sector Manager, Terry Windsor and
tutors Andy O’Brien, Stuart Miller and Phil Peal) to reach a
decision on the overall winner.

The students put a
great deal of effort into
their marching skills
which really impressed
the judges. Well done
to all, keep up the
good work!
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Curriculum News
Inclusive Learning

Inclusive Learning‘s part-time Animal Care students recently
hosted a Fun Day for the College, using the Enterprise Lounge and
the adjoining courtyard. 

This Fun Day was the culmination of months of hard work, as the
seven students had committed to Sector Manager, Jeremy Lloyd’s
challenge of raising £500 for the New Ark Play Centre. This helped
the students as part of their community action unit and gave
many opportunities to acquire and rehearse team work skills.

The students have now been working at New Ark Farm for two
years and each student has gained a great deal from the
experience – employability and teamwork skills, personal
development, an uncanny love of working in icy conditions and
the ability to maintain compost heaps. 

The Fun Day saw a variety of activities taking place, the most
popular ones being the tombola stall, visiting animals from New
Ark Farm, nail painting, a sale of art and crafts, sponsoring animals
and an opportunity to soak the tutor. 

The brave tutors who volunteered for this was Mark Venters and
Jeremy Lloyd. This activity proved extremely popular amongst the
crowd and helped to raise lots of money for the charity.

The other stars of the day were the animals who came, including a
rescue gosling. The opportunity to sponsor an animal was a great
idea, with Ellie the kunekune pig being the clear favourite. It is this
sponsorship that helps pay for the feed, bedding and vet bills at
the farm.

New Ark Play Centre is a charity that has been in existence since
the 1970s when a couple of parents banded together to offer out
of school activities for their children. It has grown tremendously,
however recent funding cuts nearly forced closure until the
programme Secret Millionaire aired, with Mike Green becoming
involved with the charity and fundraising activities.

Animal Care students host College Fun Day

Functional Skills students recently had an exciting trip to Pearson’s
Headquarters in London.   

Each year, assessors across the country in schools, FE colleges,
prisons, training providers and apprenticeship centres must
undergo OSCA training with the exam board to qualify as an
assessor.  Upon viewing these videos year after year, we decided our
standards at PRC were superb and wanted to showcase our
students’ skill set.  We therefore put ourselves forward as a college
and were selected.  Our eight students were hand selected, from all
the Functional Skills Students in the country to participate in the
OSCA training material for Speaking and Listening 2014/15. 

On Thursday 13th March eight PRC learners visited London. Once
there, the learners were separated into two groups of Level 2 and
Level 1. 

They were led into the basement of Pearson’s Head Office where the
learners had to plan and deliver formal and informal discussions, as
well as pre prepared presentations to an audience and a film crew.
The topics for discussion that the learners chose, and worked hard
to research and prepare for, included ‘The Advantages and
Disadvantages of Social Networking in Today’s Society’, ‘Age
Restrictions in the UK and Whether these Were Appropriate’ and
‘Animal Cruelty’. All of these were delivered to an exceptional
standard, with the employees at Pearson being incredibly
impressed by the student’s charisma, knowledge and maturity.  

Upon completing their OSCA delivery the learners had a short tour
of London before the train ride home. The feedback from learners at
the end of the day was brilliant and they all really enjoyed and
benefitted from the experience.

Functional Skills
students visit Pearson’s
Headquarters in London

Functional Skills
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We took three of our Level 2 Hospitality & Catering students to The
2014 Salon Culinarie competition which was held on Tuesday 21st
January at North Warwickshire & Hinckley College. We were one of
around 20 UK colleges taking part in the competition involving
around 200 other catering students.

This was the first time that we have entered the competition which
allows students to gain experience of being in a competitive
environment. The three students competed in three different events
and they all won a medal.

Ellie Jarvis from Thrapston took part in the open cupcake class. Her
task was to produce six individual flavoured cupcakes. 

Ellie won a Gold medal for her
outstanding cakes which gave 
Mr. Kipling a run for his money!

Toby Moore from Longthorpe, Peterborough, took part in the
scallop dish class having to produce two portions of a scallop dish in
fifteen minutes using an induction hob. Toby received a Silver medal
for his dish. He also won Best Visiting Runner Up in Salon for the
whole competition.

Christopher Almen also from Peterborough participated in the
Flambé class having to produce two portions of Crepe Suzette in
fifteen minutes, Christopher won a Bronze medal for his effort.

Well done to all three students!

Hospitality & Catering

Parcs Restaurant, based here at PRC, recently held their annual Guest
Chef Evening which sees Hospitality & Catering students inviting in
professional and inspirational local chefs to prepare a course each.

This special evening was a real treat for the diners as well as the
students, giving them the chance to learn and watch over the
masters at work!  The students and chefs cooked and served a
delicious five course meal for the guests to enjoy.

Richard Berry, House Manager at Milton Golf Club prepared the
amuse bouche. He treated diners to mini quail scotch eggs with a
roasted red pepper shot. Richard only recently left us as he gained a
Professional Cookery qualification and also represented PRC at the
World Skills Event in Birmingham back in November 2013.

Michael Butters, Chef de Partie at St Michael’s Manor in St Albans
prepared the starter for the event. 

Michael is also an ex-catering student himself from PRC, which will
give the current students a real sense of ambition. 

The fish course was prepared by Philip Corrick, Executive Chef at the
Royal Automobile Club and also Howard Bisset who is the Head Chef
at Woodcote Park. Fred Muddiman, Executive Chef at the Holiday
Inn prepared the main course on the night and  finally the dessert
was created by John Woodward, Executive Chef for the De Vere
Venues. 

The guests thoroughly enjoyed the mouth-watering dishes and the
evening was a huge success with fantastic feedback. To find out
more about Parcs Restaurant or to make a reservation please call
01733 762189 or email parcs@peterborough.ac.uk You can also find
out more information about Parcs by visiting our website at
peterborough.ac.uk/parcs-restaurant

Parcs Restaurant host Guest Chef Night

Students bring home the medals 
with gold, silver and bronze
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Construction
Curriculum News What ou r students have been u p to...

Carpentry Apprentices go green
for National Apprenticeship Week

The carpentry students were able to help
Peterborough Environmental City Trust (PECT)
out in the community again this year by
making saw horses and picnic tables to be
used for Green Wood Carving at Grimshaw
Woods in Bretton.

The finished products looked spectacular and
were delivered to the location in April this year.
Well done to the students for doing such a
fantastic job on the project.

It really was a case of going back to where it all starts when a group
of seven First Year Carpentry Apprentices worked alongside
Peterborough Environmental Conservation Trust (PECT) to
undertake tree planting at Grange Farm, Wittering. In celebration of
National Apprenticeship Week, the apprentices, with support from
their employers and faculty staff made a trip to the farm and helped
to plant in the region of 150 small trees as part of an ongoing
project. A briefing session was carried out by Ben Middleton from
PECT and covered the specific ways in which to plant a tree
successfully and to ensure growth. 

The apprentices, together with PRC tutors Mick Edwards, Steve
Rayment and Apprenticeship staff members Becky Smith and Karen
Ip, all got down to work and swiftly got to grips with planting as
many trees as possible. 

The apprentices displayed excellent team work skills and, although
slightly apprehensive to start with, soon got into the swing of
things and thoroughly enjoyed their morning at Grange Farm. 

Students learn the art of woodturning
Level 2 Construction Professional and Level 2 (Second Year) Carpentry students recently
visited Railworld in Peterborough to learn the art of woodturning.

Woodturning is a form of woodworking that is used to
create wooden objects on a lathe. It differs from most
other forms of woodworking in that the wood is
moving while a stationary tool is used to cut and shape
it. This method allows many intricate shapes and
designs to be made by turning the wood. Many
believe that woodturning is a dying art because it
doesn’t attract the younger generations, however members at Railworld are
keen to keep this trade going and pass on their knowledge to young people. This was
the perfect opportunity for our students to come out of the classroom, try something
different and learn a new skill at the same time.

Students were safely supervised by the woodturning experts who are all members of
Railworld and volunteer their services in learning the art of woodturning. The students
had a go at making bowls and candlesticks which were then judged by Tina Andrew,
Head of Technology faculty at PRC. Student Luke Crouch thoroughly enjoyed his
experience at Railworld: “Coming to Railworld and learning from the experts has been
a great experience for me. I find wood turning very therapeutic and I am grateful to
have had this one time opportunity of learning this amazing skill.”
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What ou r students have been u p to...

Learner Engagement

Students work in
the community
Our learner engagement team have been out and about in
the community again, their latest project being to spruce
up the neglected wildlife area at Coates Primary School.

Some of the tasks the students had to do included digging
over and weeding the grassed area, sowing a mixture of
native wild flowers and grass which will create a meadow
for butterflies and other pollinators. The students also
planted 30 willow trees and cleared out a frog pond which
was overgrown with lillies. And finally, they cleared out
some tired insect hotels (stacked pallets filled with
materials that bugs like to live in) and re-sited them,
making it easier for the primary school children to refill
them and encourage the insects to make the garden their
home.

This was a great experience for our students, giving them a
chance to give something back to the community and help
the primary school to enjoy the wildlife.

In 2012/13 our Learner Engagement and Level 2 Brickwork
students involved themselves with a project for the Len
Pick Trust based in Bourne which was to build an owl tower.
The trust funded the equipment and the demolition, whilst
our Learner Engagement students completed the ground
work which involved cleaning and sorting the bricks and
digging and laying the concrete foundations. The
Bricklaying students built the fantastic new home for the
owls along with the advice and guidance of construction
tutor, Steve
Rayment who
was influential in
the design and
build of the tower.

The owl tower was
an amazing project
for the students to be a part of and  is
currently home to a female owl and 5 eggs!

Construction students recently got to experience what life is
really like in a busy engineering design office.

Consulting civil and structural engineers, Stanza, kindly invited
our second year Level 3 BTEC in Construction students along to
their company to gain an insight in to their work and the
challenges of consulting. 

Student Liam Evans commented on his experience: “This day
was very inspiring, it was great to get an in-depth look into a
structural engineering practice.”

Student Luke Parish agreed and commented:
“The presentation we were shown was very good, I gained a  
lot of knowledge from the this and the one-to-one chats we had
with the employees at Stanza.”

Company owner, Bruce Edward commented: “Everybody here
was very impressed with the students, they have  a lot going for
them.” Stanza are eager for this to become an annual event and
are working with the College to make this happen.

Construction students gain valuable
knowledge at Stanza Consulting Engineers

Construction is on the move
for Peterborough students
CITB in partnership with PRC worked together to prepare motivated
students from the construction department and arrange for them to
meet with national and local construction companies such as
Barratt Homes, Skanska, MJS Construction, Kier and many more.
This meeting of the construction students looking for
apprenticeships or work experience opportunities and the
employers looking to engage with applicants with a view to
recruitment over the next six months happened in March 2014 at
the College.

The interest shown by the construction companies indicated that
apprenticeship opportunities are on the up and that the
construction industry is moving again. The industry nationally
shows that there is requirement in all areas of construction from the
traditional (carpentry, brickwork, painting and decorating etc.) to
the specialist (scaffolding, plant, roofing etc.) and the technical and
management routes.

The students were “suited and booted” with CVs and presented
themselves to the employers and listened to what they had to say.
The employers informed the students about their apprenticeship
vacancies, work experience and training opportunities and how to
apply to them direct. It is hoped now that we can work with those
young people and support them finding apprenticeships within the
industry.

Lesley Wright the Construction Careers Adviser for CITB who co-
ordinated the event stated:
“There is a shortage of good quality applicants applying to the
industry and therefore it is important that CITB and the
construction industry engage in working and supporting young
people, parents, schools and colleges to inform them about the
wide range of opportunities, what the industry is looking for and
how to apply. The students who attended the event were an
absolute credit to the construction department at Peterborough
Regional College with all the employers being impressed with the
turn out, the motivation and the attitude of the young people.”

19
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Higher Education Late st n ews from University Centre Peterborou gh...

On 24th April, the first ever Peterborough Children’s University
Graduation Ceremony took place at the University Centre
Peterborough campus. 

After gowning up, the children and families were entertained by a
local children’s dance group before heading off for their very own
graduation ceremony. More than 40 children received certificates
for their Bronze Award, meaning they had completed 30 out-of-
hours learning activities. These included attending events held at
University Centre Peterborough and Peterborough Regional
College, after school clubs held at their own schools, or pursuing
personal hobbies or interests that were new to them as part of the
national Children’s University project for children aged 7-14 years. 
Five children were awarded their 1st Step Award, having not quite
reached the required 30 hours but who were well on their way
ready for the next graduation.

Throughout the ceremony the certificates were presented by Liz
Knight, Academic Director at University Centre Peterborough,
Debbie Bird, Head of Local Children’s University Support and
Development, and Ian Simper from the Peterborough Learning
Partnership. Claire Swales, HE Manager at University Centre
Peterborough also delivered a motivational speech and the

afternoon was finished off by Peterborough Councillor Graham
Casey. 

Other successes from the Children’s University recently include the
highly popular Computer Coding Club that takes place every week
at the UCP campus, led by BSc Computing and Information Systems
students. This six week club gives the children an insight into basic
computer programming and how to create basic computer games
using the Scratch software. Joe Lewin, a second year computing
student said: “The children have been slowly building a racing
game, adding different components each week like timers, laps
and other variables. Having learnt the basics, it’s something they
can go home and add more to in their own time and they now
have the fundamental elements for progress if they wish to
continue further. We’re all very impressed with how fast they are
picking it up!”

Next year UCP intends to offer an Advanced and Introductory
Coding Club. On top of this, once a week a member of the academic
staff will deliver their own lecture to the children on a specialist
subject.  

Peterborough’s First Children’s Graduation

Hundreds of students set to graduate 
at this years Graduation Ceremony

The Bull hotel and Peterborough Cathedral will once again play host to the prestigious
Graduation Ceremony on Thursday 25th September 2014.

Look out for pictures in our winter edition of PRC Voice. For further information please
contact University Centre Peterborough on 0845 1965750 or email
ucpenquiries@anglia.ac.uk
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Late st n ews from University Centre Peterborou gh...

On the 18th March University Centre Peterborough held the
second of its Employability Days for 2013/14. Alongside
workshops and guest speakers, a range of companies
representing the breadth of UCP provision such as BGL and
Posh Gecko were in attendance. Two organisations who clearly
viewed the event as beneficial were:

Cambridgeshire Direct Teach programme: “Our aim is to
provide high quality training for graduate trainees to qualify as
teachers who can help fulfil the needs of local schools. You will
find employing schools regard our programme very highly”.
Currently, “The Cambridge Partnership works with secondary
schools in Cambridgeshire, Peterborough and West Norfolk.” 

Santander: “Santander is not your average bank. The sheer scale
and scope of our organisation means that when you join us as a
graduate, you can take your career in all sorts of exciting
directions. “

In addition the new Peterborough Graduate Scheme was
launched. Peterborough is one of only four UK Future City
Demonstrators (FCD). As a consequence, it has developed the
Peterborough DNA programme www.peterboroughdna.com
including the new Peterborough Graduate Scheme (PGS).
The PGS will provide twelve paid six month graduate
placements within Peterborough businesses thus enhancing
the business skills base and, through the provision of high
level, short-term, professional support, contribute towards
the overall economic viability of businesses across the city. 

In addition to the face-to face guidance and support offered
by companies, workshops on CV writing and sessions on
using LinkedIn were delivered to students so that they
could maximise their online presence in the search for their
ideal job. Speed dating interview techniques were
employed to remove the stress of real interviews and
support students in developing responses to those ‘tricky’
on the spot questions. Over 350 students engaged in the
event.

To boost self-esteem Rory Maclaren Jackson,
Hypnotherapist, along with Dr Prentis delivered a lecture
incorporating hypnotism and the benefits of self-belief
and confidence. This was then supported by 1-2-1 sessions
with students who sought advice on goals and techniques
to re-focus their drive. On a similar motivational footing
was the ‘How to Be Successful‘ lecture and press
conference delivered by Secret Millionaire, Mike Greene.

Achieving the next
rung on the career
ladder

Computer enthusiasts and those with an interest in new
technology were recently invited to attend Peterborough’s very
first Raspberry Pi event held at University Centre Peterborough
(UCP) in March of this year.

‘Raspberry Jams’ are events held around the world for enthusiasts
of the Raspberry Pi, the credit-card sized computer that plugs into
a TV and a keyboard. It is a capable and low-cost computer which
can be used in electronics projects and games and provides 
high-definition graphics.

The event was the first of its kind to be held
here in Peterborough, with the aim being
to encourage people of any age to learn
programming and develop their own
projects using the Raspberry Pi. 

A slice of Raspberry Pi at UCP

On 22nd May 2014 UCP hosted its third annual Student
Experience Awards Evening. These awards are to celebrate both
staff and students who have gone above and beyond with their
achievements, dedication and autonomous learning throughout
the academic year. There were a vast number of nominations yet
everyone who had been nominated demonstrated
commitment, dedication, enthusiasm and application which are
all attitudes and values that are necessary for personal success
and development.

Our Guest Speaker, Mike Greene, Peterborough’s Secret
Millionaire, offered words of encouragement and inspiration to
our audience. With a few lines of laughter thrown in with the
more serious recognition of the achievements he created a
pleasant and relaxed atmosphere for our nervously awaiting
award winners.

With awards ranging from community spirit to progress awards,
achievement to outstanding tutor there was a vast range of
awards up for grabs including the overall UCP Student
Experience Award.

Rachel Pishhorn, BA (Hons) Journalism Year 3 student who was
awarded the Student Media Content Award stated: 
”I am thrilled to have been nominated for such an important
award in relation to my degree.  I’ve had a wonderful past
three years at UCP and this award is the cherry on top of the
cake. I would also like to say a big thank you to my tutors Peter
and Nick for their continued guidance and support.”

With cheese, wine and UCP themed cupcakes to celebrate, the
evening was a great success and was enjoyed by all.

UCP Awards 
Evening 
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Services open to the public
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Essential 
e-safety
It goes without saying the internet is a fantastic
resource which opens up new opportunities for so
much learning and creativity, and allows us to
communicate with people all over the world.
However how safe are young people online? And
are you aware of the potential dangers?

Why all the fuss?
In a ChildLine/NSPCC survey in 2013 of 13-18
year olds:
• 60% said they had been asked for a sexual image 
or video of themselves

• 40% said they had created an image or video of 
themselves

• 25% said they had sent an image or video of 
themselves to someone else

• 47% of parents of a child aged 5-15 felt their child 
knew more about the internet than they did

• A quarter of 12-18 year olds communicate with 
strangers online

• 56% of employers check applicants' Facebook, 
Linkedin or Twitter

Webcams - Who’s watching
• Webcam users can often trick the young person 
into sending them an indecent image of 
themselves

• Some users may also record webcam footage
• In the past people have been threatened for 

money or told to hurt themselves

Online gaming 
Potential risks for young people: 
• Inappropriate content 
• Large online community of strangers 
• Giving away lots of personal information 
• Downloading “cheats” or “mods” which can contain 
viruses or spyware

• “ Griefing”—Bullying via the online game
deliberately spoiling the game

• Hidden financial risks—known as ”freemiums”. 

Hints and tips for 
parents and carers
WHO, WHAT and WHERE approach
The WWW approach encourages parents to start by asking three
simple questions:
• Who are my children talking to online? 
• What are they doing online? 
• Where are they going online? 
• Did you know that students at college can report cyberbulling 

through our VLE? 

If your concerned about online gaming stick to well known or
reputable sites. 

Key messages to give out to young people: 
• Zip it—Keep your personal stuff private and think about what 

you’re doing online
• Block it—Don’t be afraid to block people
• Flag it - Flag your concern with someone you trust
• Treat your personal information like your toothbrush - 

Keep it to yourself

Down with the kids!
A good way to find out what apps, games or social media sites
young people are using is by checking the pre down load charts.
This is simply the most popular downloaded apps.

What is Zipit?
Zipit is ChildLine’s first ever app, available for Android, Apple and
BlackBerry smartphones (and iPod touch). It’s also free to download.

What does Zipit do?
Zipit helps you get chat back on the right track. It's packed with
loads of comebacks and top tips to help you stay in control of your
chat game.

• Save images onto your device and share them with your friends!
• Share images on Facebook, Twitter, BBM or via email
• Find out how to deal with a sexting crisis
• Call ChildLine or save the number to your phone

You can also share images from Zipit through other apps like
Whatsapp or Instagram, depending on what kind of phone you have
and what apps you have on your phone.

For more information go to thinkuknow.co.uk or ceop.police.uk

Useful Information
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Raising Aspirations, Realising 
Potentia l & Inspiring Success

Peterborough Regional College
Park Crescent
Peterborough
PE1 4DZ

Tel: 0345 872 8722
Web: www.peterborough.ac.uk
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