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It’s been another successful year for Peterborough Regional College with the awards and accreditations
we have earned, demonstrating that quality and excellence runs through everything we do. 

In July 2013 Peterborough Regional College and University Centre Peterborough were awarded the
Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) award. This is awarded to HE providers who have met or exceeded the
UK expectations for quality and standards.

We have also received the Disability Symbol Employer Status for a further 12 months by the Department
for Work and Pensions. Awarded to those employers who have made a commitment to employ, keep and
develop the abilities of disabled staff. Employers who use the disability symbol make five commitments
regarding recruitment, training, retention, consultation and disability awareness.

Investors in People have recently introduced additional awards beyond the standard Investors in People
accreditation. The bronze, silver and gold award gives organisations the opportunity to demonstrate how
they are going that extra mile to invest in the skills of their workforce. We are delighted to have currently
received bronze accreditation for Investors in People.

And finally, we have received the BIG Award, a recognisable award given out by the Bullying Intervention
Group. It shows that as a college we take bullying and inclusion very seriously and we were also
commended on the evidence we provided for this award as being of ‘excellent’ standard.

Principal’s Introduction
Welcome to the latest edition of PRC Voice. It is an
exciting time at Peterborough Regional College with
much of our campus redevelopment underway. The
newly built student entrance and enterprise lounge are
now in use. The works on the main entrance, hall and
sports complex will be complete in 2014. We also have
the first instalment of our new animal care unit
underway with further dedicated facilities opening in
2014. 

The recruitment for this September was at a record high. Applications were 3%
higher than in 2012/13 and the number of enrolments 5% higher. Some of this
increase is demonstrated in new courses including horse management, animal
care and aeronautical engineering. Similarly, the number of apprentices
studying with us is increasing and we have over 1400 apprentices within local
businesses earning and learning. We are pleased that young people are
continuing to make a choice at 16 years old to either stay at school, go to
college or study an apprenticeship. We are also pleased to see that a significant
number of mature learners are accessing the 24+ advanced learning loans to
support career change or as a pathway to University.

I am delighted that in November the College was involved in the 2nd annual
Skills Show at the NEC, Birmingham. The College was widely represented by
staff and students from a range of areas including hair and beauty, forensic
science, engineering and inclusive learning, offering ‘have a go’ activities and
demonstrations. We also had three learners qualify for the UK Skills
Championships held at the Skills Show. Many congratulations to Richard Berry
and Paulina Piasek who competed in the culinary arts final and to Kim Jackson
in the media make-up final. A further congratulations to Kim for achieving
highly commended status by the judges.

In October we marked the College’s 60th Anniversary at Park Crescent. Staff and
students from many areas of the College have been celebrating this anniversary.
Peterborough Technical College has certainly come a long way since 1953!
Happy Birthday PRC!

Angela Joyce
Principal and Chief Executive 

-  End of term 1 
Friday 13 December 

- Beginning of term 2 
Monday 6 January 

Term Dates
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This time last year we announced that the College was investing
£4.9m to develop its education and training facilities at the Park
Crescent Campus. The new developments will provide an inspiring
environment for the students in which they can learn and prepare
for the world of work.

Building work commenced in April 2013 with the refurbishment of
a science lab, hair salon and catering kitchen. Work continued
throughout the summer with the development of a brand new
multi-purpose exhibition space which has been named ‘The
Enterprise Lounge’. This facility will allow students to promote
enterprise ventures within their curriculum area and can also be
utilised in many other different ways such as market stalls, space
for performances, other events and also an area where students
can showcase their work. 

The Eastfield Road student entrance has now been brought 
up-to-date with a new modern entrance/reception area, along
with the refurbishment of the College shop.  

Work on the main Park Crescent entrance started in October 2013
and is due to be completed in January 2014. The creation of a
brand new fitness centre and refurbishment to the current sports
hall is also underway and  due for completion in May 2014.

Other new developments will include an extension to the main
college hall which will incorporate a green room and changing
facilities and a new animal care facility for the increasingly popular
animal care provision we now offer at the College.

We are extremely excited about these new developments. Look
out for further updates in the next edition of PRC Voice.

neW developMents - They’re here

New student entrance at Eastfield Road

Outside of the new animal care facility. We will

have animals ready to go in there in the new year!

NEW Enterprise Lounge

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Newly refurbished coffee Shop

PRC gets a makeover!
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OPEN DAYS
& ‘HAVE A GO’
if you want to have a look around
the college, check out our specialist
facilities and equipment and find
out more about courses and training
opportunities; why not come along
to one of our open days? you can
even take part in a taster activity for
the areas you are interested in.

qthursday 23 January 2014 
3pm to 8pm

q Monday 24 March 2014
6pm to 8pm

q Monday 9 June 2014
6pm to 8pm

events At prc - Forthcoming Events
TASTER
SESSIONS 
2014

Still not su re what you want to do when you leave
school? Or are you looking to try something new?

If so, why not come to our taster sessions week commencing 17th
February 2014? 

We will have sessions running in a wide range of our full-time courses,
giving you a little taste of what college life is like.

Sessions available include art & design, business & administration,
childcare, health & social care, computing & IT, construction,
engineering, hair & beauty, hospitality & catering, media, 
performing arts, public services, science, sport and travel & tourism.

To find out more about the sessions and to book your place, please visit
our website at www.peterborough.ac.uk or call 0845 872 8722.

ASPIRATIONS WEEK
3rd - 7th February 2014

q not sure what to do next?
q looking for another course at 

college?
q thinking about university?
q Want to know more about the 

world of work?

Aspirations week is all about preparing you for your next
step. An exciting range of activities are being planned for
the week. We will update students nearer the time with
the activities planned.

4
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events At prc - Forthcoming Events
PRC Prepare for Festivals
The annual Performing Arts Festival is taking place in early
December, and will feature an array of music performances,
dance pieces, musical theatre extracts and DJ sets, all
performed by the students from the Performing Arts
Department. However, the event will be slightly different this
year because – with the College’s front entrance out of action
during the renovation work – it means that the main hall can’t
be used for the show. Instead, our friends at Ormiston
Bushfield Academy have kindly allowed us to use their
auditorium for the day, so we’re loading up the trucks and
taking the whole Performing Arts Festival on tour. Although
the show is in a different venue this year, the festival
performance promises to be the same high standard as ever,
and will make for an entertaining way to round off the term.

As part of National Science & Engineering Week, PRC will be
holding their very own Science, Technology, Engineering &
Maths (STEM) fair in March 2014. College students as well as
local school pupils will have the opportunity to take part in a
variety of workshops such as IT gaming and crime scene. By
introducing a fun and interesting side to science, it is hoped
that these workshops will inspire students to study these
science and technology subjects and aim high for their future.

peterborough regional college and
University centre peterborough will be

bringing a week of arts, performances and
media for schools and colleges in the city

starting 28th January 2014. 
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Shoppers in the city’s Queensgate Shopping Centre were recently
entertained by our dance students who helped local policeman
Martin George pop the question to his girlfriend Mandi by
providing a flash mob proposal.

As part of the act, the students posed as shoppers and then
suddenly broke out into a dance routine, just metres away from
where Mandi was sitting in Costa Coffee with her mum.

Our dancers performed to a medley of songs including Rihanna’s
Diamonds and Bruno Mars’ Marry You whilst Martin entered the
scene dressed in his police uniform (which he had been given
special permission to wear whilst off duty). As our dancers finished
their amazing routine, they formed a path towards Mandi for
Martin to walk down so that he could ask the all important
question. Mandi’s answer was “yes” and she described the proposal
as “10 out of 10”.

Martin approached the College to ask for their help and to put a
routine together of his chosen songs. So, Sarah Roe, course 
co-ordinator and Stephanie Roe, jazz teacher, choreographed the
piece together for the students to perform. Sarah Roe said that it
was a “huge honour” to be involved with the proposal and paid
tribute to the dancers. She said: “They did the College proud”. 

BBC Look East and the Peterborough Evening Telegraph paid a visit
to the College the following day
where the dancers got to
perform their set again in front
of the cameras and made a
special appearance that
evening on BBC Look East,
along with an interview from
Martin and Mandi themselves.

Following on from the flash
mob marriage proposal, the
dancers performed yet again
in Queensgate at the end of
October. The choreography
this time was based on a
1930’s theme, showcasing just how versatile 
the PRC dancers can be with their routines.  

PRC members of staff were also on-hand to give advice on the large
range of full-time, part-time and apprenticeship courses on offer.

Video clips of the dancers’ performances can be found on our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege

Hundreds of shoppers stopped to see the 

group’s dance routines

PRC Dancers Assist Local 
Policeman in Marriage Proposal

cUrricUlUM neWs
Performing Arts

PRC Lecturer receives unique dance qualif ication
Congratulations to one of our dance lecturers, Sarah Roe on achieving the Advanced Diploma in Performing Arts; Teaching Street Dance
qualification and passing with a Distinction.

This unique qualification means that Sarah is amongst a small group of practitioners who are able to deliver and perform this style of dance to
such a highly qualified level. This will support the work that is done across the performing arts section, both FE and HE, and ensure that high
standards can continue to be delivered in the curriculum. The College and Sarah’s team members are extremely proud of her and what she has
achieved.
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cUrricUlUM neWs

Media & Journalism

Students put their skills to the test when they were given the opportunity to interview Peterborough United striker Britt Assombalonga.
The cohort of year one students, who study the BTEC in Print-based Media at the Media and Journalism Centre, were invited to interview the
star player as part of an assignment that asks them to write a feature looking at the personality behind the footballer.

After interviewing Britt, the students were given a tour of the Posh’s London Road stadium by the club's press officer Phil Adlam, who also gave
them an insight into his role at the club. Lecturer of Journalism Nick Reinis said: 
“The students have worked very hard on this project and I’m delighted with their progress. The project is about getting to know your interview subject,
setting challenging questions and writing an entertaining and informative feature. So for them to have the experience of speaking to a high-profile
player, such as Britt, is a great experience for them. They also seemed to really enjoy the interview, which is an added bonus”.

Students Interview ‘POSH’ Lad?

Photos credited to Joe Dent, club photographer for Peterborough United.

The College have teamed up with local lighting, staging and events
company, Pearce Hire to give our music technology students more
than just a qualification. 

We were approached by Shaun Pearce, MD of Pearce Hire because
of his enthusiasm for supporting youngsters in the sector, and
instilling a foundation of ‘best practice’ from the start of their
careers.

Shaun says:
“I’m a keen advocate of supporting the ‘next generation’ of technicians
and production managers in our industry. Whilst there are a myriad of
vocational courses that students can take in relation to this industry,
whatever you learn in a classroom can only really be understood once
supported by hands-on experience in the workplace”.

“We decided to formalise our commitment to the young people
studying at the College, and give them a real taster for what it is like to
work in this dynamic and creative industry of ours. I can’t deny it’s a
two-way street of course - by engaging with students at the College, we
can hopefully begin to build up a valid database of qualified localised
crew whom we can call on at busy times in the year”.

Greg Sieling, course leader for music at Peterborough Regional
College, is as passionate as Shaun about what they are setting up:

“Students on our BTEC course with a particular flair or passion for live
event production are picked to join the 6-week placement with Pearce
Hire. It is the first time we have engaged with a local commercial
organisation to provide a practical work experience programme of this
kind and it has been extremely well received by everyone involved in the
process. The feedback from the students is very positive, because they
are developing their competencies in a formalised and practical way.  

These placements are giving ambitious students who want a career in
the live events and productions sector an invaluable insight into the
expectations of the industry” explains Greg.

David Richardson was one of the first in-take of students earlier this
year. Not only did he fully embrace the opportunity of working in
Pearce Hire’s warehouse to gain practical experience, he was so
good at what he did, the company has now offered him a
permanent part-time role whilst he completes his BTEC course.  
All this with a view to it becoming his first full time job once he
completes his course in summer 2014. 

Music technology students land internship 
with local events company
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Sport

cUrricUlUM neWs

PRC Rugby team win again (and again)...
PRC’s rugby team is flying high at the top of the British Colleges
League after winning three out of three consecutive games so far
this season and also adding the BCS East Region 10s tournament title
to their collection.

For the last two seasons the team had lost in the final at the East
Region BCS Tournament but this time were keen to win on the third
visit! They completed their group stages with impressive wins over
Suffolk College 28 - 5, East Norfolk College 60 - 0 and Milton Keynes
College 47 - 0. The semi-final stage saw PRC thrashing Palmers
College (Essex) 42 - 0. The final was a rematch of last year’s semi-final
and the previous year’s final against South East Essex VI form college
(SEEVIC). 

PRC won a thrilling game that remained close until the final stages of
the game 26 - 12. 

PRC will now represent the East region for the British Colleges of
Sport at the National Event at Bath University in April 2014. Coach
Lewis Capes comments: 
"It was our time finally, three times in the final we had to win! The players
defended well and kept the structure we had worked on and took every
opportunity to score." 

PRC remain undefeated in all competitions for 2013. Well done to the
team!

Hospitality & Catering

Hospitality students attend
exquisite event in London
On Friday 18th October 2013, Toby Moore & Aaron Shelton
from the hospitality section at PRC, were fortunate enough to
be invited to support this year’s Square Mile Salute at
London’s Guildhall.

The event was a stunning champagne reception followed by
an exquisite 4 course banquet in the splendour of Guild Hall.

The event was for a great cause and funds raised are
reinvested on the recovery, rehabilitation and reintegration of
soldiers and the families of those killed or injured on
operations. This includes the building and running of
Personnel Recovery Centres and provision of training and
educational programmes.

Catering students were lucky enough to gain valuable
industry experience earlier this month in John Lewis as part
of their in-store festivities.

The team took part in decorating festive biscuits for the
public and icing and decorating a two-tiered Christmas cake
using all of John Lewis’ in-house products.

The students had a thoroughly enjoyable day - thank you
John Lewis.
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cUrricUlUM neWs
Travel & Tourism

First Diploma Travel and Tourism students recently spent a day
training with Monarch Airlines at Luton Airport.

In preparation for the visit the students had received training by
Monarch Airlines’ Cabin Crew trainers at college. The next week
they were able to put that theory into practice. Activities
included  performing the emergency evacuation procedure,
sliding down the emergency chute and rescuing a baby from a
smoke filled cabin (although, for assessment purposes, a baby
doll was permitted!)

Cabin Crew tutor Kristin Small said: 
“The Cabin Crew training day at Monarch provides a fantastic “real
life” training experience for our students. They are able to develop
the skills they learn at college and it builds their confidence,
preparing them well ready for interview“.

Travel & Tourism Students ‘Take Off’ with Monarch Airlines

Public Services

Staff and Students Pay 
Their Respects
Each year staff and students come together to watch our public
services students take part in a Remembrance Day march at the
College to pay their respects.

The weather did not put them off, as the entire cohort of Level 1 to
Level 3 students served the College proudly as they marched
around the campus. Ex TA member and Assistant Principal,
Roderick Sutherland gave a reading and the ceremony was
finished with a bugle salute and two minute silence.

RIOT TRAINING

As part of the
ongoing
employment links,
students volunteered
their service to help
out on police riot
training at RAF
Alconbury. 

The students experienced first hand what it was like to be a
rioter and the effects riots have on members of the police.
This gave them invaluable experience for their future careers
in the public services.
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Students Show Excellence 
in Beauty Therapy
Our students prove that going the extra mile for a customer is
definitely worth it as they earnt themselves the prestigious VTCT
Certificate of Excellence.

Laura Maddalo, Ashley Hastings, Ernesta Ulberkyte, Inga Purliene
and Michelle Hastings are high flying students studying NVQ
Level 2 in Beauty Therapy at Peterborough Regional College this
year, and went above and beyond standards to gain official
recognition of their hard work and dedication to the industry.

For them to achieve the VTCT certificate of excellence they had to
complete the course and achieve above 95% attendance. The
students also had to show evidence for the following: Excellence
in customer care; excellence in team work; outstanding work
ethic; excellence in sales and aftercare; and outstanding technical
skills. Well done to the students!

Our very talented hair and make-up students got to put the skills
they have learnt into practice at a recent PRC event  held in
Queensgate. As it was close to Halloween they chose to do some
scary face painting and invited members of the public over to act
as their models. 

Our amazing hairdressing students also joined them and
performed various techniques including straightening, curling
and hair put-ups.

don’t forget our very own hair and beauty salons offer
appointments to members of the public! to book an
appointment, please call: 01733 762149 or 01733 762185.
visit our website to find out more.

Hair & Beauty

Business & Enterprise
College Enterprise Students 
Graduate in London
PRC’s first cohort of Peter Jones Enterprise Academy (PJEA) students
recently graduated at Freemason’s Hall, Covent Garden, London, with
all the other 35 PJEA academies from across the UK in attendance.
Peter Jones and HRH The Duke of York, Patron of the Peter Jones
Foundation, also attended, with the students individually
congratulated by Peter and commended for their hard work and
commitment. 

The College became an approved centre to run the PJEA programme
last year, with the first cohort having started in January this year on a
short, fast track programme. The Academy offers BTECs in Enterprise
and Entrepreneurship at both Levels 2 and 3 in partnership with
Edexcel, the first qualifications of this type for the UK. The BTEC covers
subjects including leadership, teamwork, marketing and finance,
progressing onto subjects such as business planning, pitching ideas,
operations and an element of work experience.

Enterprise Tutor at Peterborough Regional College, Naomi Hand says:
“The Peter Jones Enterprise Academy experience enables students to
study for Level 2 and Level 3 BTECs whilst working on micro business
ideas and gaining valuable employability skills, preparing them for the
next stages of work, education
and entrepreneurship. The
graduation was a fabulous way
to celebrate their hard work”.

Images show some of our
students with Peter Jones

Story time session 
for College Nursery children
The Early Years students facilitated a story time session with the
College nursery children on the 22nd October. Kerry, Lauren and
Missy from the Level 2 childcare group read the story “Pass The Jam
Jim” and the pre-school children enjoyed listening to the story, joining
in answering questions and finding items in the book.

The children then participated in a craft activity planned by the
students to develop their learning. Students from make-up attended
to do a face painting activity with the children; a great time was had
by all who participated. The children and students are looking
forward to the next story time session, now planned monthly.

cUrricUlUM neWs
Childcare
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I am feeling ... awesome, excellent, proud, positive and determined.
This summed up the day of Inclusive Learning Skills competition
during progression week in the Autumn term, October 2013.
Participants included students from Bedford College’s Foundation
Learning programme and our students from the part-time
Inclusive Learning Supported Employment course, who worked
together to prepare a Halloween inspired soup. 

The day began with a demonstration of peeling and cutting
onions, potatoes and pumpkins and then students worked
together in mixed pairs to meet competition criteria which
included: following health and safety guidelines; following
instructions; asking for help; helping others; the appearance and
taste of the soup; and demonstrating effective communication
skills. A panel of judges from World Skills and Principal Angela
Joyce judged the competition and it was concluded that all
students had made significant contributions in demonstrating the
key criteria and in developing their skills for independence and
employability. 

Everyone was a winner! At one stage of the event soups were
bubbling away in their pans, blenders were whizzing and students
made final presentation techniques to gain vital extra points. As
the bell rang after one hour, the competitors were asked to put
down their equipment, the final touches were made and the
judging began. 

Everybody participating in the competition were winners and all
participants were congratulated for their contributions and
effective team working skills. Head of Inclusive Learning, Jeremy
Lloyd highlighted that: “Through partnership working with other
learning providers, we have created a fair environment for students to
develop their confidence, meet new people, think independently and
to take part in competitions so that they can optimise their skills and
abilities. As you can imagine it was a soup-er day!” 

Inclusive Learning

Soup-er Day for Learners

cUrricUlUM neWs

PRC took five of their students to Bath over the Summer to take
part in the Special Olympics 2013. 

The students, along with seven other members of the
Peterborough Special Olympic Swimming Team, represented the
Eastern Region in Bath to participate in the Special Olympics
swimming event which is one class below the Paralympics and is
held every four years. There was over 1700 athletes taking part from
all over England, Scotland and Wales in over 12 different sporting
events.

The swimmers all got to attend the opening ceremony which was
just like the actual Olympics with the cauldron being lit by the
Olympic torch and they event got to meet some famous faces such
as Susan Boyle and Colin Salmon from the recent James Bond film.

We are immensely proud of their achievements and PRC tutor
Jayne Tindell who is also one of the swimming coaches says:
“This experience was one that I will remember for a long time and I am
sure the swimmers will as well!”

Cari-Ann Coltman, studying  Level 3 BTEC National in IT won Silver
in the relay, 4th in the 50m Breaststroke and came 6th in the 50m
Freestyle. 

Florence Greenaway studying
Level 3 BTEC National in Sport
Studies won Silver in the 50m
Breaststroke, Silver in the Relay,  
came 4th in the 50m Freestyle and 4th in the 100m Freestyle.

Ben Beeby studying Level 2 BTEC First in Sport came 2nd in the
50m Freestyle, won Bronze in the relay,  came 6th in the 50m
Breaststroke and 8th in the 50m Backstroke.

Matt Beeby  studying Level 1 BTEC Introductory in Sport  came 5th
in the 50m Backstroke, 6th in the 50m Freestyle and 50m
Breaststroke and also got a
Ribbon.

Zoe Bateman studying
Learning For Living won Silver
in the 25m Breaststroke, Silver
in the Relay, came 6th in the
50m Backstroke and 7th in the
50m Freestyle.

Cari-Ann with Susan Boyle

Students Compete at Special Olympics
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stUdent sUccess
Students Celebrate 
Success at Annual 
Awards Ceremony
We recently celebrated our latest student
achievements at the annual Excellence in Skills
Awards Ceremony. Over 60 awards were 
presented to worthy students that have excelled
during the past year at the College, whether it be
academically or by overcoming obstacles. 

The lavish event saw over 300 guests enjoy the
evening, from the winners with their family and
friends, to college staff and business associates.
Local business support saw the likes of: Lindum
Sturgeon, Colemans, Media Matters, Eve Taylor,
Hanson Brick, Mears and Peterborough United
Football Club sponsoring awards. 

Angela Joyce, Principal and CEO Angela Joyce
and also Stephen Forster, Chair of the 
Corporation Board welcomed the guests in the
main hall, which had been transformed into a
venue fit for the Oscars. The theme this year was
‘environmental’, which goes in-line with the 
College’s current ‘green’ agenda. The main hall
was unrecognisable with the lavish green and
cream draping and chair covers. In keeping with
the environmental theme the food was 
sustainable and locally sourced, the awards were
made from sustainable wood and we also
emailed the invitations where possible instead 
of printing and posting them. 

This year we were delighted to welcome special
guest speaker, Michael Pawlyn, one of the lead
architects behind the Eden Project in Cornwall.
Michael provided an inspirational and eye 
opening speech about the environment and 
sustainability and his experiences in the creation
of the Eden Project.

As in previous years, the students got heavily 
involved with the catering and musical 
entertainment. The hospitality and catering 
students greeted guests with mouth-watering
canapés before serving the main course which
was enjoyed by all.

Students studying on the performing arts 
programme at PRC, really excelled themselves
with a show stopping opening that left the
guests stunned. After the giving of the awards,
the guests were able to settle down with their
food and enjoy the performance.
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stUdent sUccess

We are proud and excited to be celebrating 60 years of delivering high quality education and training from the Park Crescent
Campus. The College has certainly come a long way from its beginnings as a small technical college, post Second World War,
where the majority of its students were apprentices. Peterborough Technical College, as we were known then, decided to
relocate from the city centre location in 1953 to our current campus between Park Crescent and Easfield Road.

Since 1953 to present day we estimate around 600,000 students have studied at the College. And with our
achievement rates now well above England averages we are pleased to be supporting young adults
and adults in fulfilling their career aspirations; businesses in training their workforce; and the local
economy through growth, regeneration and community cohesion.

Throughout the history of the College there have been many changes with the buildings
and what we offer and this continues to evolve today with the next phase of 
re-development due to be complete in August 2014. Find out more about the College
re-developments on page 03.

We, as a college, are extremely proud of what we have achieved and how we have
served the community and local business over the past 60 years. We are pleased to
celebrate this with you and look forward to the future successes of Peterborough
Regional College.

We would also like to encourage past staff and students, businesses and the
community to get in touch to share their own memories, photographs and news
stories from PRC. To share your stories with us please email
marketing@peterborough.ac.uk.

our ‘through the
decades’ souvenir

brochure is also 
available for viewing 

on our website
www.peterborough.ac.uk

We are celebrating 60 years!!

Happy Birthday PRC

of delivering high quality education 
and training at our park crescent campus

Images show the official opening of the Park Crescent Campus in 1953
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Our hospitality students offered a professional service 
throughout the evening

The official anniversary of the
College on the Park Crescent
Campus took place on 1st October
2013. We started the celebrations in
style by hosting a dinner for partners and friends of the College. The
event was held at our very own on-site Parcs Restaurant which was
transformed for this prestigious event. Our guests were treated to a
fine dining experience by our hospitality and catering students who
prepared, cooked and served the meals, under the supervision of
our highly qualified catering lecturers. 

The evening started with welcome drinks for the guests along with
some musical entertainment from our very own music students who
performed a medley of songs whilst the guests mingled. After dinner
was served, Angela Joyce, Principal & CEO spoke about the history of
the College, along with Roger Dewey, our now retired longest
serving member of staff who gave a speech about his fond

memories of the College over the past 25 years. 

Guests also had the opportunity to cast their
eyes over a display of brochures, news

articles and photos from the past six
decades. They were also given a

souvenir brochure to take away
with them from the evening

which included past students’
stories, key facts and dates
throughout the history of
the College. 

We will be holding a
number of activities and
events throughout 2013/14
to mark the anniversary, so

keep checking our website
for more updates and

pictures. 

60th celebrations start with a f ine dining experience

Beautifully transformed Parcs
Restaurant for the event

Our music students entertained the guests with a selection of songs

Some of their guests enjoying their evening

Display of old memorabilia

Catering students and staff served up a delicious meal for guests

our ‘through the
decades’ souvenir
brochure is also 
available for viewing 
on our website
www.peterborough.ac.uk
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Beautifully transformed Parcs
Restaurant for the event

Former students of PRC share their memories of the College
councillor Marco cereste –
Former Peterborough
Regional College student,
local businessman and leader
of Peterborough City Council

I started my education at
Orton Longueville Secondary
Modern School. By the time it
came to studying my GCSEs or
O-levels back then, my school
had an agreement with
Peterborough Regional
College for me to go and study
some of my subjects like maths
and physics, further at the Park
Crescent site. So in 1965 I arrived at PRC. 

I have fond memories from my maths or physics teacher Mr Black,
and remember Mr McIntyre was Principal at the time. I was really
pleased with my overall grades, coming out with eleven O-levels. My
headteacher was trying to push me into further academic studies
but I felt I had achieved all I could at school and needed more.

Although I had a strong interest in art and history, I had also started
building up my own businesses at the age of 16 so I knew this was
the path I wanted to pursue. Having struggled to keep focused at
school, I knew an education was important and I didn’t give up. So at
16, I enrolled on a two year business course at Peterborough
Regional College. I remember thoroughly enjoying my time at
college and always looked forward to going which must be a good
thing!

I learnt about ‘real’ subjects relating to business like law and
economics, areas that I knew I would find valuable in my future
careers. I also remember attending computer studies when the first
computers were coming out, as I knew this would be an important
factor to business in the years to come.

In my arrogance I didn’t sit the final exams for my business
qualifications, which I do regret, but I was so keen to get out into the
world of work and start up my own ventures. At 18 years old I was
opening my first deli with my parents, alongside my antiques
business that I had started. I realised later in life just how important
an education was and was keen to get back into learning. I returned
to PRC as a part-time student learning languages, something I really
loved. At one time I think I was actually studying three languages at
once, Spanish, French and Italian. I remember very well Professor
Chirico who taught Italian and also Professor Richardson who taught
Spanish. I worked very closely with PRC and my Italian contacts to
support the College’s summer school which ran very successfully for
a number of years, bringing students over from Italy to learn English.
At the age of 45 I also studied for my MBA (Masters in Business
Administration).

Getting out, meeting new people and learning something new.
That’s what I love about Peterborough Regional College, no matter
who you are, what age or how academic you are, you can study your
chosen subjects and go on to be very successful. I feel it certainly
helped me learn the foundations to succeed within my ventures
over the years.

Nowadays I am enjoying getting involved with the College as a
Governor, and also with University Centre Peterborough, as I feel this
is a very positive asset to the City. I also enjoy the occasional meal in
your Parcs Restaurant! So keep up the good work!

Councillor Marco Cereste
came to PRC in the 1960s

Read more of past students’ stories in our ‘Through the Decades’
souvenir brochure available for viewing on our website
www.peterborough.ac.uk

gary hyman - Former Motor Vehicle student, now
Regional Sales Manager at Aston Martin in America 

I was a full-time student beginning in 1982 studying
automotive technology before doing my apprenticeship
with the Peterborough City Council. After my
apprenticeship, I went to work as a technician for Marshall
Jaguar in Peterborough for five years before embarking on
a successful partnership in a garage called Nene Jaguar
Specialists. After two years I sold my share and headed for
the US having always longed to travel across the Atlantic.
Here I worked as a shop foreman for a Jaguar dealer in
Boston Massachusetts. After five years there I moved on to
become workshop manager for Jaguar and Land Rover
Houston in Texas and finally in 2008 I had the opportunity
to work for a manufacturer and joined Aston Martin North
America as Regional After Sales Manager for the company
covering Texas, the southwest and southern California.

I have very fond memories of my time at Peterborough
Technical College as it was then and from an early age I
knew that all I wanted to do was work with cars. The tuition
I received at Peterborough Regional College was a very
strong foundation of automotive mechanics and the
industry and the lecturers I was fortunate enough to have
were hugely inspiring to me. I owe a huge debt of
gratitude to Roger Dewey,
Keith Lofts, and the entire
motor vehicle department at
the College in launching me on
a career in automotive
spanning 30 years.

emma Bull -  former PRC
Student, now Creative Director
for high profile music events,
working with musicians such as
Kylie Minogue, One Direction,
Leona Lewis and Westlife.

I started at Peterborough
Regional College back in 1997 on
the BTEC National Diploma
Course in Performing Arts. We were based in the old Hightrees
building on Eastfield Road, just set back from the main campus. 
The students there had a real sense of community within the
performing arts and media courses and I remember being treated
as an adult by the tutors in a ‘real’ working and industry relevant
environment. I studied the practical side of performing arts, acting,
dance and drama but I found I favoured the technical side behind
the performances for example theatre craft.

The preparation and self development that I achieved under the
guidance of Sadie Tibbett, our tutor and other members of the
teaching team was immense as they were so enthusiastic and
passionate about their craft. Being taught by ex industry
professionals really made a difference and meant that there was a
huge resource of inspiration and talent to learn from.
After my two year course at PRC, I went on to study a BA Hons in
Lighting Design at the Rose Bruford School of Speech & Drama.

I am now a Creative Director in the music industry, directing and
designing performances for high profile, international pop artists. I
have also been involved in the Olympic opening ceremony 2012
along with the Royal Variety Performance in 2012. I definitely
believe my own career success can be traced back to what I learnt
at College.

15
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1948

The original design for the Peterborough
Technical College was the result of a
nationwide competition and the estimated
cost of building was £276,025

1949 Work began on the first phase

1953

Opening of the first phase at Eastfield by Lord
Percy of Newcastle - the well known
educationalist and former President of the
Board of Education

1953
1,902 students were enrolled on mostly day
release courses - over 1,000 were studying
engineering

1959 Official opening of the second phase

1959
2,503 students were enrolled - 144 on full-time
courses and 2,359 on part-time and evening
courses. 539 were female and 1,964 were male

1965 The third and fourth phases were officially
opened

1965 Total number of students reaches 3,636

1969 The fifth phase was opened by HRH Princess
Alexandra

1969 Total number of students reaches 5,309

1972
The College curriculum is split into seven
different departments. Today there are 13
curriculum areas within three faculties

1977 The first college open day took place
showcasing all subject areas available

1978
PRC employed 192 full-time and 120 part-time
members of staff and had a student body of
7,000

1982 Peterborough Technical College was renamed
Peterborough Regional College

1989 The College offered foundation degrees in
conjunction with De Montfort University

1992 PRC has 1,600 full-time students and 13,000
part-time students

1993 PRC’s first graduation ceremony

2001
The first cohort of 14-16 year old learners
joined PRC on day release from their school to
study vocational qualifications

2009 University Centre Peterborough is officially
opened

2009 The Media and Journalism Centre opens on
Broadway

2010 Angela Joyce becomes the youngest ever
Principal and CEO in the FE sector

2012 New £1.3 million art and brickwork facility, The
Fisher Building officially opens 

2012 College receive ‘good’ Ofsted report with
‘outstanding’ features

2013 A further £4.9 million is invested in facilities

Some Key Facts

16
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peterborough regional college were proud to be one of the premier sponsors for this years annual skills show UK, which took
place in Birmingham at the nec in november. 

Official Sponsor 

SKILLS 
SHOW
2013 the UK’s lArgest sKills & cAreers event

And we were there to witness it!! 

The large annual event really shows off what our college
learners, on a national scale are capable of and they get the
chance to influence and exhibit these talents in a variety of
curriculum areas to other students visiting the event. 

Matthew Hancock, Skills Minister for the UK says:
“The Skills Show is an amazing showcase for the vast variety of skills
we have in this country. Just as we celebrate our athletes so we
champion our skills and inspire young people to make their own
mark on industries ranging from engineering to web design.
Creating a highly skilled nation will support our economy,
safeguard our industries and improve the prospects of Britain”.

Three of our very talented students were selected to compete in
the national competition after already making it through rounds
of different heats against other students from colleges across
the country. 

Paulina Piasek and Richard Berry are both studying hospitality &
catering at PRC and made it through to the national final of the
Culinary Arts competition at The Skills Show on Thursday 13
November. They had been busy preparing their 5 dishes,
including a meat dish and a fish dish over the watchful eyes of
their tutors and fellow chefs at the FE College on Park Crescent.

They also got to attend training and a briefing session at
Westminster College the week before the competition in
preparation for the big day. Catering tutor at PRC, Steven Parr
says: “Both myself and fellow tutor Karen Markley worked with
Paulina and Richard, during the heats and leading up to the World
Skills show. We were delighted that both of our students qualified
for the finals as they had given up a lot of time and effort to get
there and although they didn’t place, they performed brilliantly on
the day and should be proud they got this far”. 

PRC make-up student, Kim Jackson competed in the
media make up section using Salvador Dali as her
inspiration with the theme of the competition being
‘hallucinations’. Although she narrowly missed out on
1st, 2nd or 3rd place she was highly commended by
the judges. 

The hair and beauty team ran Have a Go sessions for
students from all over the country, visiting the show.
They got them involved in the art of hair extensions
and also airbrushing with the media make up
students. 

Our very busy hair & make-up ‘Have a Go’ stand was a popular 

choice to see for visitors at the Skills Show

The forensic science team got to showcase
their department on the Saturday and
students visiting the event also got to have a
go at some industry training aeronautical
equipment on the main PRC information
stand. 

For more information check out the 
skillsshow.com or visit our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcol
lege where you can view some great pictures
from the show.

Make-up student, Kim and her
model, using Salvador Dali as 

her inspiration

Catering competition finalistsPaulina & Richard

School pupils having a go at some industry trainingaeronautical equipment
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Rowing, Rush Hockey, Basketball
and Instant Ping. These are just a
few examples of the wide range of
sports that PRC students have
been involved in since the start of the new academic term
from the new Sport Maker post at the College.

The post is part of a £25 million investment by Sport England
through their Active Colleges programme which has the over
arching aim of getting more students involved in sport.
Christopher Bryden, College Sport Maker for Peterborough
Regional College explains: 
“We have been fortunate to offer students a wide range of
opportunities to get involved in sport since the start of September
through working with external organisations and local sports clubs.
Since the beginning of term, we have seen an increase in the number
of students playing sport at the College which is a positive step in the
right direction in tackling the post school drop-off rate”.

Due to the work of the College Sport Maker, the post has
engaged with other sport development providers in the city,

most notably City of Peterborough Rowing Club and POSH in the
community. “I am particularly grateful to the support we have been
given by the rowing club and POSH in the Community”, Chris
explains. “Thanks to their support, we have been able to offer
students additional opportunities that weren’t there before. LIVING
Sport, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s County Sport
Partnership, have also been of great help in helping us identify
funding to run these sessions”.

For more information on the College Sport Maker position at the
College or how to get involved, Chris can be contacted on
(01733) 762368 or by emailing chris.bryden@peterborough.ac.uk.
Alternatively, please direct message the post’s Twitter account
@PRC_SportMaker.

generAl neWs & events
PRC Students 
Get Sporty in 
Winter Term

New students to Peterborough Regional College (PRC) were treated
to a fun-filled Freshers’ Fayre, collecting freebies, discount vouchers
and plenty of student focused information. 

Open to all students, new starters and also those returning to 
College, the event gave them a chance to take time out from 
lessons to wander around the fun activities and information stalls.  

This year’s event was one of the busiest so far with approximately
1500 students coming along and taking part in the activities. The
event provided a great atmosphere for all who attended.

Students were getting involved with the rodeo bull and munching
on free pizza from Dominos. There was a popcorn and candy floss
machine and our own students served up some delicious stir fry. 

There was also some important and informative stands such as the
National Blood Service, Sue Ryder, Peterborough City Council Lift
Share and Public Health team, Road Safety team, the police and 
Vivacity to name a few.

Students representing the Student Union within PRC were there
promoting their NUS card. Library+ offered support and 
information on their services, and our very own PRC shop, 
Practically Perfect ran by our inclusive learning students also 
attended and sold some of the items available in their shop.

The highlight of the day was a simulator car provided by the Safer
Peterborough Partnership, to encourage young people to think
about how they drive. Students and staff got to experience what it
would be like to be involved in a car crash, by taking a ride in the
new crash simulator. 

The car seated four people at one
time and the simulation lasted for 8 minutes. The occupants got to
experience what happens before, during and after a car crash with
the car’s hydraulic suspension simulating the car journey and point
of impact at the crash.

The simulator experience aims to help young people understand
the risks involved when driving, especially if the person driving is
taking unnecessary risks. A number of students expressed that it
did make them sit and think about how they currently drive and
that the simulator put the message across well of the 
consequences that can happen if a driver takes these unnecessary
risks.

There was a lot of media interest in the simulator. We had a visit
from the Peterborough Evening Telegraph, BBC Look East and 
coverage on Heart Radio.

Mohammed Sarfraz of Peterborough Regional College, the 
organiser of the event, was pleased with the turn out:
“The event was a huge success. We had a range of companies and 
organisations attending the event offering discounts, information and
advice to students. The atmosphere was fantastic and there were a lot
of fun activities as well to get everyone involved.  It was one of the
busiest events I can remember for a long time and the feedback has
been tremendous”.

Record numbers attend 
Freshers’ Fayre

Car crash simulator provided by the Safer Peterborough Partnership
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generAl neWs & events Wellbeing Information
Useful information: Cyberbullying

The College recently launched it’s part in ‘Side by Side’,
Peterborough’s corporate social responsibility network
which aims to make it easy for all businesses in
Peterborough to play a part in helping the City achieve its
ambitions, support its economic and social wellbeing, and
tackle its greatest challenges. The forum’s chosen themes
this year are skills and employability, health and well-being,
communities and the environment.

In November 2013, Side by Side launched the Foodbank
project which the College played an active part in. The week
long project involved collecting and storing certain food
donations taken from the Foodbank shopping list. Staff and
students were kind enough to donate items from the list
such as tinned meat/fish/fruit, UHT or powdered milk, fruit
juices, pasta and pasta sauces, cereals, tea, coffee, sugar, jam,
biscuits and snacks.

A group of students then sorted the food into categories
before they delivered everything to the Foodbank team. The
College also matched the value of the purchases which
equated to £514 and donated this to Peterborough Food
Bank to support people across the city.

Food for Thought at PRC

Cyberbullying is when one person or a group of people try to threaten,
tease or embarrass someone else by using a mobile phone or the Internet.
Cyberbullying is just as harmful as bullying in the real world. If you see it
happening, report it. Don't ignore it.

Escaping cyberbullying can be very difficult. Because anyone can get access
to a mobile phone or the Internet almost anywhere, it can be tough for
those on the receiving end to avoid it, even in the safety of their own home.

For young people
q Always respect others - be careful what you say online and what images 

you send
q Think before you send - whatever you send can be made public very 

quickly and could stay online forever
q Keep your password to yourself. Only give your mobile number or 

personal website address to trusted friends
q Block the bully - learn how to block or report someone who is behaving 

badly
q Don’t retaliate or reply! Save the evidence - learn how to keep records of 

offending messages, pictures or online conversations
q Make sure you tell:

someone you trust, or call a helpline like Childline on 0800 1111. 
Or inform the College - your tutor or someone in the Wellbeing Centre

For parents and carers
q Be aware, your son/daughter may be just as likely to cyberbully as be a 

target of cyberbullying. Be alert to them seeming  upset after using the 
Internet or their mobile phone. This might involve subtle comments or 
changes in relationships with friends

q Talk with your son/daughter and understand the ways in which they are 
using the Internet and their mobile phone

q Remind your son/daughter not to retaliate
q Keep the evidence of offending emails, text messages or online 

conversations
q Report cyberbullying:

- Contact the College if it involves another student, so that 
they can take appropriate action

- If the cyberbullying is serious and a potential criminal 
offence has been committed, you should consider contacting the police.

USEFUL WEBSITES
http://parents.vodafone.com/introduction
www.childnet.com

In early October 2013 Library+ staff visited the College common
room to celebrate National Poetry Day with students and staff.
Everyone was encouraged to explore their creative side by
writing poems and also taking part in quizzes. 

The national theme this year was water. Students were
encouraged to contribute to a pyramid-style community poem
about ‘The waves’. A range of students from different courses
visited the stand during the morning, and borrowed the poetry
stock on display in Library+ to help them with their poems.

Not only did the staff and students get to be creative with
words but also with their hands by creating origami boats and
pastel pictures, organised by one of the College youth workers.

Library+ team leads National 
Poetry Day celebrations

Student Union Elections for 2013/14
The Student Union election was held in October this year to fill the vacant
posts on the Student Executive Committee. There were seven posts being
contested including a second student governor post with thirteen
candidates applying.

There was a good voter turnout and it was one of the most heavily
participated and contested Student Union executive committee elections
for a long time.  
Image above shows the new Student Union team. 19
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BUsiness & Apprenticeships

Over the past 12 months, we have continued to expand on our
delivery of apprenticeships within Peterborough and the East of
England as a whole. In recognition of our work in apprenticeships,
we have also recently been awarded an increase of 21% in our
government funding.

One valued customer of the
College is Peterborough
based Specsavers, who have
one of the largest
Specsavers branches in the
UK.

Jess Sheffield (18) is typical
of the apprentices that
Specsavers employ. Key
qualities that the company
looks for when hiring a
candidate are knowledge
about the job and an
enthusiasm to work for a
successful Peterborough
based business.

Jess knew that she wanted to work in retail before she even left
school, and applied for three jobs via the National Apprenticeships
Service Vacancy website. She had already done her homework and
knew that the best company to work for in the City was Specsavers.

After attending for interview, Jess had impressed the interview
panel with her researched knowledge about the business so much
that they offered her the job. Charlotte Andrews, the in-store trainer
for five apprentices at Specsavers said of their apprenticeship
programme says: “Apprentices have made a massive impact on our
business as a whole. With the right training, the apprentices also
provide added value to the business very quickly”.

Roderick Sutherland, Assistant Principal of Apprenticeship and
Employer Engagement at Peterborough Regional College said of
the work with Specsavers: “We enjoy working with supportive
employers in Peterborough. It is important for supervisors to mentor
apprentices within the workplace, as this, combined with their
academic studies, will help to develop the apprentice as a positive
asset to any business that employs them”.

For more information on hiring apprentices or becoming an
apprentice, contact Peterborough Regional College on 
01733 762121.

Expanding Apprenticeship Delivery in the Peterborough area

Peterborough Regional College’s Employment Service, Jobsmart
has yet another success to shout about.

Angela Boyce was working as a Warehouse Operative for IKEA in the
City, but found herself having to give up her job due to an
unforeseen injury and furthermore claiming Job Seekers Allowance
(JSA). During one of her visits to the Job Centre, Angela was
referred to Peterborough Regional College’s Jobsmart Centre based
on Broadway in the City Centre.

Jobsmart brings together the employer links that Peterborough
Regional College has developed, along with the high quality
training you would expect from one of the region’s leading
education providers. The Jobsmart team helps those on JSA
develop the skills they will need to get back into work including:
interview skills, CV writing and assistance in applying for vacancies.
These short courses are also FREE for those in receipt of JSA.

At Jobsmart, Angela eventually chose to study for a BTEC Level 1
Award in Hospitality at Peterborough Regional College.
The course covers events planning, customer service, plus food and
beverage service. She attended the course at Jobsmart for 5 weeks,
and eventually achieved her full BTEC qualification, coming top of
her class and also receiving the annual college award for
‘Dedication and Commitment’. The team at Jobsmart were so
impressed with Angela’s dedication and work standard that they
offered her a job as Programme Administrator.

Since Angela started as the
ESOL for Work Programme Administrator at Jobsmart, she has also
started her Level 3 Certificate in Business and Administration.
Angela said of Jobsmart:
“The team at the centre are really nice and approachable. They will
help you to choose a course that will definitely boost your CV, plus they
help you to apply for jobs that suit your knowledge and skills. Getting
extra qualifications is also really helpful, as it shows potential
employers that you are willing to learn”.

Angela Boyce is one student who has shown that hard work does
pay off in the long run. For more information about Jobsmart,
simply contact them on 01733 863068 or email
jobsmart@peterborough.ac.uk.

PRC Jobsmart Programme Leads 
Student to Employment

Angela Boyce in her new role at Jobsmart
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BUsiness & Apprenticeships
get reAdy For WorK 

With A trAineeship
if you are 16 – 24 years old, looking for work and 

currently not in education or training then a 
traineeship could be your next step!*

What is a traineeship?
Traineeships prepare young people for their future careers by 

helping them to become ‘work ready’. They can be a stepping stone to an 
Apprenticeship or other work and provide meaningful work experience 

ready for the world of work.

What can we offer?
Peterborough Regional College have developed an 18 week programme 

that embraces all the opportunities offered by a Traineeship. The programme includes:

l Work preparation training e.g. CV writing  l Interview preparation  
l Job search and inter-personal skills  l Up to 15 weeks on a work experience placement 

l Functional skills in maths and English.

to find out more please visit our website www.peterborough.ac.uk
or call sharmain Wijemanna on 01733 863068 

We have recently launched a new business
function under the parent name of PRC
Ventures.  This new development will
enable us to provide students with the
opportunity to combine learning with
earning.  The first company within this new
brand is Venture Catering which means

that all the catering outlets, which were previously outsourced to external
catering suppliers, are now back under the College leadership and because
of this we are able to offer our students opportunities in Apprenticeships,
part-time paid roles and additional work experience opportunities.

Venture Catering is run by a very experienced commercial catering
manager and has a team of full and part-time employees as well as a
number of hospitality and catering, business administration and customer
service apprentices.  The next company to join the PRC Ventures group will
be Venture Sport & Fitness when the College receives the new £1.5 million
sports facility.  This exciting new development on the Park Crescent
Campus will be managed as a commercial business and will employ
specialist staff from the industry and provide a number of apprenticeship
opportunities. The new fitness suite will be open to students, staff and
members of the public – so watch this space to see how you can become a
member!

coMMerciAl PRC launches new Venture!!

* To participate on the course you must be aged 16-24 and not currently be in education or training and you must be looking for work. In addition, if you are aged 16-18
years old, you must be qualified to  below Level 3 and if you are aged 19-24 years old you must be qualified to below Level 2 (equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grades A-C).
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Warwick and Louis receive
honorary degrees
Actor Warwick Davis and Olympic gymnast Louis Smith MBE
both received honorary degrees from Anglia Ruskin University
yesterday.  The pair received their awards during student
graduation ceremonies at Peterborough Cathedral.  

Warwick received an Honorary Doctor of Arts award for his
services to drama and his work to change the way that short
people are represented in film and television. 

The actor, who has
starred in Willow, Star
Wars, Life’s Too Short
and Harry Potter, is
currently appearing in
the West End musical
Spamalot.  He
received his award
alongside Faculty of
Health, Social Care &
Education students
from Anglia Ruskin’s
Guild House campus.

Louis, the winner of the last series of the BBC’s Strictly
Come Dancing, received an Honorary Doctor of Health
Sciences award for his services to British sport, culminating in
his silver medal in gymnastics at the 2012 Olympic Games.  

He collected his
award alongside
students from
University Centre
Peterborough. 

Professor Michael
Thorne, Vice
Chancellor of
Anglia Ruskin,
said: 
“Both Warwick and
Louis have been
extremely
successful in their
respective fields
and, particularly
with their strong
links to
Peterborough, will
serve as a great

inspiration to the students graduating alongside them”.

“Louis is one of the world’s leading gymnasts and his silver medal
at last year’s Olympic Games was testament to his hard work and
dedication”.

“Warwick has enjoyed a long and successful acting career
spanning film, TV and stage.  Through his agency, Willow
Management, he has worked tirelessly to raise awareness 
and change the way that short people are represented in the
media, and we believe he serves as a fine role model for Anglia
Ruskin students”.

Louis Smith - received an Honorary Doctor of

Health Sciences award for his services to

British sport

Warwick Davis photographed with Professor

Michael Thorne, Vice Chancellor of Anglia Ruskin

Hundreds of graduates 
celebrate at City Cathedral
Peterborough’s prestigious cathedral was filled to the brim on
26th September 2013, as over 200 degree students, studying at
University Centre Peterborough (UCP) officially became
graduates after years of hard studying.

The graduation ceremony is annually a very well thought of
event and attended by over 400 members of proud family,
friends and lecturers at UCP.  The graduates, dressed to impress
in their hats and gowns were led by the Mayor of Peterborough,
councillor June Stokes, from the Bull Hotel on Westgate, to the
Cathedral in an official procession.

University Centre Peterborough has been delivering higher
education successfully now for over four years. UCP is a joint
venture between Peterborough Regional College and Anglia
Ruskin University delivering a variety of full and part-time
degree courses in subjects such as criminology, management,
sports coaching and media.

The students were welcomed with an opening address by
Angela Joyce, Principal of Peterborough Regional College and
Professor Mike Thorne, Vice Chancellor at Anglia Ruskin
University.

Following the ceremony, there were light refreshments prepared
and served by catering and hospitality students and staff from
Peterborough Regional College.

lAtest neWs FroM University centre peterBoroUgh
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As the new academic year starts, University Centre Peterborough
(UCP) looks back on last year, and what a year it was!
With the Graduation Ceremony taking place at the end of
September, student successes were far from short supply. From
studying the FdA in Public Service, four students have now become
Special Constables and are going to Anglia Ruskin University to
complete their third year. Another student is now a First Responder
Trainer for the Ambulance Service, a great achievement. Two of our
students studying the BSc Sport Coaching and Physical Education
have been employed to do an internship alongside their studies
with Leicester Tigers over the summer. We have also been working
closely with Peterborough United to deliver performance analysis
to their academy teams.

In Criminology 100% of the 2013 graduates have progressed onto
further study or into employment. In Media, Todd Akerman won the
River Aire Ten Minute Amateur Film Festival with his ‘Life of a
Chicken’ mockumentary. In addition to this, another BA Media
student, has secured employment with Zodiac Media, a prestigious
company in London. 

The UCP students’ talent doesn’t stop there though as James
Farson, studying BA English Literature, received the Ian Gordon
Prize for the best major project at the recent Graduation Ceremony.
English Literature students achieved the best classification so far
with 13% awarded 1st class degrees and 70% awarded a 2:1.

In addition to all of this, University Centre Peterborough received
five commendations during their Institutional Review this year. 
This was supported by BSc Computing and Information Systems
achieving a 94% satisfaction in the National Student Survey. 
This is way above the benchmark of 85% of many of the other
higher education institutes.

Another key success for the University Centre is the excellent links
with businesses that have been formed over the past year including
BGL, AB Foods, Anglia Regional Cooperative and the East of
England Agricultural Society. These relationships have enabled
placements, paid internships and employment for a number of our
students.

Ormiston Bushfield Academy (OBA) also joined forces with
University Centre Peterborough to offer an Academic Mentor
Scheme at the local academy. This has been a great success and
OBA has selected seven UCP students for these roles where they
will be reporting into the Deputy Principal, Christopher Bennett.

Christopher had this to say about the innovative scheme:
“Ormiston Bushfield Academy and University Centre Peterborough
continue to develop their close working relationship through the
appointment of undergraduates as Academic Mentors. The Academy
students are benefitting from the subject expertise brought by the
undergraduates who are working with both students who need
additional individual academic support and those who are striving to
achieve the highest grades”.

Another Successful Year for University Centre Peterborough

lAtest neWs FroM University centre peterBoroUgh

Peterborough Children’s University

University Centre Peterborough was buzzing with over 70
primary school children from Peterborough and the
surrounding areas on Saturday 9th November.

The students aged 7 to 14 years old flocked to the Park
Crescent campus to take part in a variety of workshops and
activities organised by the University Centre and
Peterborough Regional College as part of the
Peterborough Children’s University.

Sessions included  Roving Reporters, where students
became journalists and were tasked with writing a news
story, an  armed forces activity where children worked
together to try and design a parachute to shield an egg
from cracking.  Young children at the Children’s University
also learned how to programme a car by using the new pi
device and also took part in a Dragon’s Sock activity. The
students were split into pairs/teams and using
entrepreneurial skills, they had to create a new product
using a pair of socks.

For more information about the Children’s University and
events running at University Centre Peterborough, please
call 0845 1965750 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk/ucp
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