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You can reach the College from Queensgate bus station by catching the ‘citi’ bus number 5 from bay 12 which takes you to our Eastfield Road entrance. 
Alternatively you can catch the ‘citi’ bus number 2 from bay 13 which stops on Park Road near our Park Crescent entrance.

Both buses run every 10 minutes during the day (correct at time of print). For further details please call 0845 872 8722.

If you prefer to cycle, drive or car share, there is a secure area for bikes, mopeds and motorbikes and also a large car park at the Eastfield Road entrance for students.  
All parking is free.
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CONTENTS Contact Us
If you have any queries about any of the 
information in this guide, or would like to
discuss your course options in more detail,
please feel free to contact us:

By phone
Contact our friendly Information Centre 
on 0845 8728722.

By email
E-mail your questions to 
info@peterborough.ac.uk

By post
Complete and return the Tell Me More...card
at the back of this guide for further 
information about College events, our wide
range of courses (including all part-time and
degree level courses) or any other aspect of
College life.

Online
Visit our College website at 
www.peterborough.ac.uk. Or why not 
follow us on Facebook or Twitter for all the
latest news, events and information. 

Copies of college policies are available on 
request.

A large print version of this course guide is
available on request. If you would like this
information in any other format, please
contact the College Information Centre on
0845 872 8722.

All information in this guide was believed to
be correct at time of print (September 2013),
but is subject to change at any time.
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Dates for your Diary
If you are looking for the best start in your career then 
Peterborough Regional College will have what you need to make
your dreams a reality. 

Open Days & ‘Have a Go’
If you want to have a look around the College, have a look at our 
specialist facilities and equipment and find out more about courses
and training opportunities; why not come along to one of our Open
Days. You can even take part in a taster activity for the areas you are
interested in.

• Tuesday 26 November 2013 - 3pm to 8pm
• Thursday 23 January 2014 - 3pm to 8pm
• Monday 24 March 2014 - 6pm to 8pm
• Monday 9 June 2014 - 6pm to 8pm

Parents’ Information Evening
• Wednesday 6 November 2013 - 6pm start

Results Days
Don’t let exam worries get you down! No matter how you do, we
will have an option for you. All you need to do is call or visit us on
results day, or the day after, and our experienced, dedicated staff
will be able to discuss your options with you, in a friendly, open and 
informal way.

Taster Sessions
Would you like to try one of our full-time courses before you join
us? We run taster sessions in February half term to give you the
chance to experience what it’s like to study at college and whether
you will like your chosen subject(s). For more information, just 
complete and return the Tell Me More…card at the back of this
guide or call our marketing team on 01733 762297.

Guided Tours
If you can’t make it to one of our dedicated events, we offer 
individual college tours all through the year. Just give the 
marketing team a call on 01733 762297 to arrange to drop in and
look around when it’s convenient for you.

Get one step closer to realising your potential with Peterborough Regional College. With
our huge range of courses, taught by industry specialist tutors, in our first class facilities,
you couldn’t wish for a better start on your path to your dream career!

With our courses you will learn both theory and practical skills which will give you the
edge when progressing on, whether that be to a higher level qualification or the 
workplace. Our industry specialist tutors are professionals within their subject areas and
have years of experience. They are committed to supporting you in achieving your 
chosen pathway and will work with you to ensure your skills and qualifications allow you
to succeed.

We are celebrating 60 years!!
We are celebrating 60 years of delivering high quality education and training from our
Park Crescent campus. The anniversary is a fantastic opportunity to celebrate our six
decades of history, showcase everything we do, and to set out the College’s vision for the
future.

The official anniversary of the College on the Park Crescent Campus is October 2013 and
throughout the 2013/14 academic year we will host a series of events and celebrations to
mark this landmark anniversary. We will also be launching a new college Alumni, making
it even easier for you to stay in touch with us and also to re-connect with old friends.

To give something back in celebration of our 60 years here at Park Crescent, we have 
hidden 60 lucky tickets randomly in our new full-time course guides!

Could this course guide hold your winning ticket??

There are great prizes on offer from hair & beauty vouchers, restaurant vouchers or even a
laptop or iPad! Visit www.peterborough.ac.uk for more details.  Thank you for your 
ongoing support and good luck!!
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Raising the 
Participation Age 
Staying in Learning until 18

All young people will be required to stay in education or training in England until their
18th birthday by 2015. This will start in 2013 when year 11 students will continue
learning or training for a further academic year. This means that young people who
started year 10 in September 2011 will continue in education or training until the end
of the academic year that they turn 17 years old. And young people who started year 9
in September 2011 will continue in education or training until they are 18 years of age.

This does not mean that young people must stay in school. They will be able to choose
from three post-16 options:

• Continue in full-time education in school or college
• Full-time work-based learning route like an Apprenticeship
• Part-time accredited education or training if they are in full-time employment, self 

employed or volunteering for at least 20 hours per week.

This is a government initiative which looks to increase opportunities for young people.
The world of work and the economy is changing quickly and to keep up with this
change young people’s knowledge and understanding will need to be in line with the
increase in challenging jobs which are currently being created. Employers will be on
the look out for potential new employees with more advanced knowledge skills and
qualifications to match these jobs, so staying in education longer will increase your
chances greatly of finding that dream job!

Worried about the cost of staying in
education....Our Peterborough Educational
Trust can help
The Peterborough Educational Trust can award scholarships of up to £5,000 to applicants
who have shown that they exceptional skills and the potential to make a significant
contribution in their chosen field of study. For further information on the Peterborough
Educational Trust please see page 11 of this guide.

All information in this guide was believed to be correct at time of print (September 2013), but is subject to change at anytime. 5
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To ensure your time with us is productive and enjoyable, 
we have the right facilities and support in place to 

make you feel as comfortable as possible

Personal Tutors
When you begin at College, you will be given a
personal tutor who is there to make sure that you
are getting on well with your course. You'll meet
with your tutor regularly and follow a tutorial
programme to help develop study skills and
research career and higher education
opportunities. You will be given a course handbook
and action plan and your programme will also
include various events throughout the year such as
induction and parents' evenings. This allows us to
help you identify any areas in which you may need
extra support and monitor your attendance to
make sure you don't fall behind with your studies.
Our aim is to make sure that you are happy on your
course and achieving the very best you can.

The Wellbeing Centre
As part of our commitment to our students’
wellbeing, the wellbeing team are there for you
throughout the year and especially in the first few
weeks of term. The team includes a counsellor,
learner involvement and diversity advisor, welfare
advisor, careers advisor, nurse, chaplain and a team
of youth workers. 

PRC has achieved the nationally recognised NHS
You’re Welcome standard which is about delivering
age appropriate and responsive health information
to young people. The criteria to meet the standard
includes: accessibility; publicity; confidentiality and
consent; the environment; staff training, skills,
attitudes and values; monitoring and evaluation
involving young people and health issues for
adolescents. 

It was reported that the College is a good example
of a fully inclusive service which met and exceeded
the expectations of a panel of inspectors.

In addition, the College has the Healthy College
recognition for promoting health and wellbeing
amongst learners and staff. We have also received
the Buttle award for looked after children and care
leavers which demonstrates the College’s
dedication to ensure all students have full access to
college services and education, and the BIG award
in recognition of excellence practices in anti-
bullying.

Additional Learning Support
The Learner Support team are committed to
helping you progress and successfully achieve your
learning goals. 

We have a team of friendly, dedicated and qualified
communication support workers, student support
workers, personal learning coaches and specialists.
We work in partnership with tutors to enable you to
receive support to complete your studies and
realise your potential.

We can assess and support additional learning
needs arising from a learning difficulty and or
disability. These include:
• Hearing impairments – D/deaf, deaf blind, hard of 

hearing
• Visual impairments – blind, partially sighted
• Physical and mobility difficulties
• Mental health difficulties
• Emotional and behavioural needs
• ADHD/ADD
• Dyslexia 
• Autistic Spectrum Disorders
• Difficulties with literacy, numeracy and language
• Medical conditions

We can provide support to learners with:
• Organising coursework and planning assignments
• Developing study skills
• Motivation when things seem too much
• Listening to problems which may get in the way of 

progress

We can offer a variety and combination of learner
support options:
• In class, small group or 1:1 support
• Loan of specialist assistive equipment/software
• Resource adaptations – Braille, large print, 

translations
• Help with note taking and reading

For support you would need to complete a
disclosure/IA form and return to the additional
learning support admin team to book your
assessment. For a form please call 
0845 872 8722.

SUPPORTING YOU
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Safeguarding Children
Peterborough Regional College is committed to
providing a safe and secure environment for all
learners, staff and visitors. The College takes its
responsibilities very seriously and operates robust
policies on health and safety and safeguarding to
ensure that all people that use our buildings and
services are kept safe from all forms of harm. The
College has appropriate staff to provide support
and guidance on all safeguarding issues. Copies of
College policies are available on request. 

We pride ourselves on safety and wellbeing of our
students. This was identified in the report with
Ofsted saying:

“Safeguarding of learners was a very
high priority and is extremely
effective.*”

“Learners’ awareness of health and
well-being is outstanding.*”

We are extremely proud of this ‘outstanding’
achievement. Our campus is extremely safe and we
continue to ensure the safety of our learners
remains a high priority.

Ofsted said:

“Learners’ safety is paramount and
arrangements to ensure this are
outstanding.*”

Equality & Diversity
PRC is committed to equality, diversity and
inclusion and welcomes students from all
backgrounds and provides a wide range of facilities
to everyone. For details of the College Equality
Scheme please contact the Learner Involvement
and Diversity Advisor on 01733 762279 or visit
www.peterborough.ac.uk.

International Students
The Information Centre can offer general
information to international students who need to
apply for a student visa through the Tier 4
immigration route. The team can offer information
and advice on courses available at the College that
meet the immigration rules. For specific
information and advice on applying or renewing
your student visa please contact the International
Co-ordinator on tel 01733 762292 or email
international@peterborough.ac.uk.

For fee information, an application form, or further
details about studying at Peterborough Regional
College as an international student, please call 
+44 (0)845 872 8722 or visit our website at
www.peterborough.ac.uk.

Students’ Union
The College has an active Students' Union
organising events and activities and promotes
clubs and societies for students. The Students’
Union provides a voice for students and represents
student views to the College management team.
All students are automatically members of the
Union. The Students’ Union also sells the NUS Extra
Card, which entitles students to discounts in shops,
cinemas and other outlets. Elections to the
executive committee are held annually and details
of activities are available from the union office next
to the common room area.

Learner voice
The College is committed to promoting the learner
voice and the best way for you to have your voice
heard is through your class representative. Each
class will nominate a class representative at the
beginning of their programme of study. For more
information please contact the Learner
Involvement and Diversity Advisor on 
01733 762279.

Youth Work Team
The College has a youth work team who run various
extra-curricular activities which you can become
involved in such as the running of the College gym,
sports activities, art activities and lots of other
resources.

The youth work team are here to support students
in a variety of ways. They can provide sexual health
advice, deliver a range of topical support sessions
and support the citizenship agenda. They also run a
breakfast club every morning, are active members
of the Respect campaign and ensure they
encourage students to succeed.

Career Coach
To help you plan your future we recently launched
Career Coach, a free on-line tool that allows users to
explore potential careers. This fantastic new tool
shows potential and current students of all ages
how courses and programmes offered at the
College will lead to the careers that interest them.
This user-friendly web based tool can be accessed
via the College’s website at
www.peterborough.ac.uk and provides valuable
real-time information on wages, employment
trends and job availability for careers, as well as the
education that will help users reach their career
goals.

Career Coach takes job hunting and career
opportunities to the next level as it connects
students and the unemployed to the available jobs
in the area, and for those individuals who are
looking to re-train, the facility can be used to see
what courses they would need to do to achieve
their dream career. This new service also includes a
built-in CV builder to help students and jobseekers
quickly and efficiently put together an updated CV
with key skills and work experience.

* Based on our January 2012 Ofsted report

SUPPORTING YOU

All information in this guide was believed to be correct at time of print (September 2013), but is subject to change at anytime. 7
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Library+

The College has an excellent learning
resources centre, Library+, to help you with
your studies. Library+ includes a drop-in PC
centre providing access to the Internet, the
College’s Virtual Learning Environment and
Microsoft Office as well as a number of
software packages and a developing
collection of electronic resources including 
e-books. You will also find a wide range of
books for reference and loan, DVDs,
newspapers and journals, group and silent
study areas, photocopying facilities and a
selection of stationery for sale. An induction
programme is provided for all students. The
Library+ team will be pleased to assist you in
your use of the wide range of resources on
offer.

IT
The College aims to provide you with
appropriate, relevant and stimulating
learning opportunities through the use of
new technology. A substantial and ongoing
commitment has been made to invest in
computer equipment, along with a suite of
Apple Mac’s in the music department. This
ensures that the College continues to stay on
the cusp of changing technologies and that
all students are provided with access to up-to
date networked and wireless IT facilities,
including a wide range of applications,
relevant CD ROMs and the Internet. We
currently have a large number of PCs in all
curriculum areas, as well as general PC 
drop-in areas which are available to all
Peterborough Regional College students,
regardless of your programme of study.

VLE (Virtual Learning Environment)
Our VLE is a fantastic tool used by our lecturers
and students. The VLE is an on-line resource
which is used to help enhance your studies.
Lecturers can upload course presentations,
notes, lesson plans or any other resources to
help you with your studies. The VLE can also be
used as a communication tool for students or
staff to create a social, supportive community to
further help with your studies.

Travel Counsellors
If you are looking to get a great deal on your
holiday, head for the Travel Counsellors! The
Travel Counsellors are a financially protected
travel agency run by the Travel Counsellors in
association with college students and staff. You
can book package holidays, independent travel,
air, rail and theatre tickets plus many other
travel requirements.

The College Nursery
The College Nursery provides a professional
childcare service for students, offering childcare
places for children aged 3 months to 5 years, for
36 weeks a year, from 8.30am to 5.30pm. The
nursery is also able to offer places to the public
for 50 weeks a year, from 8am to 6pm. A
programme of activities is planned to cover all
areas of the Early Years foundation stage and
home-cooked meals are provided. For more
information please call 01733 762180.

Prayer & Contemplation Room
The College has a prayer and contemplation
room open to all students, staff and visitors,
regardless of faith or beliefs, to use for prayers,
meditation or to simply reflect.

FACILITIES
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Available term time Monday to Friday
lunchtimes and selected Thursday evenings. 
The students also provide freshly prepared and
cooked food for the Pantry to eat in or take
away. 

Practically Perfect
The Practically Perfect store promotes the skills
required for learners on our Inclusive Learning
and Entry level courses to develop their retail,
numeracy, communication and work skills.
Students benefit from the enterprise skills
required from detailed planning, selecting,
sorting, planning product lines and shop layout
to enhance the customer and their experiences
of working life in a supported and
environmentally friendly retail outlet.

Student Common Room
The student common room is the ideal place to
catch up with friends and relax between lessons.
The College has undertaken significant work to
the area which has been brought up to date
with bright citrus tones and modern seating.
This theme has been mirrored in the Alexandra
Foyer area, providing more break out space for
students.

Enterprise Lounge
A new multi-purpose exhibition space has been
created to allow students to promote enterprise
ventures within their curriculum areas. The
enterprise lounge will be utilised in many
different ways including market stalls,
performances and an area where students can
showcase their work.

Sensory Gardens
Following through the Alexandra Foyer, a
sensory garden, conservatory and patio area has
also been created with seating and a relaxing
water feature.

Sport and Recreation 
If you like to keep active, you may like to check out our
well-equipped sports centre which includes badminton,
volleyball, basketball, tennis and netball courts, a football
pitch and table tennis tables. A variety of supervised
sports activities are run at lunchtimes, and the College
has a number of sports teams that have regular fixtures
against other teams, both regionally and nationally.
Students also have access to the College gym at lunch
times which is supervised by the youth work team. The
gym has a range of cardio vascular and resistance
equipment to help learners improve and develop their
fitness. In addition there are outdoor facilities for tennis,
netball and basketball.

PRC also employs a college sport maker, which forms part
of Sport England’s £25 million ‘Active Colleges’
investment in further education colleges throughout
England. The role of the College sport maker is to
increase student participation in sport through
establishing lunchtime clubs and after college activities,
working in partnership with National Governing Bodies
of Sport (NGB’s) and local sports clubs. Popular activities
delivered in 2013/2014 include recreational football
sessions, instant ping pong and touch rugby.

PRC is a recognised healthy FE College. The College is
committed to continuous improvement of its health
services for staff and learners. The College actively
engages its staff and learners in the promotion of health
and well-being leading to increased performance and
achievement.

Catering Facilities 
When you feel like a break between lessons, why not
grab a bite to eat from The Refectory, the College Shop or
Costa Cafe. We provide a wide range of hot and cold
meals and snacks. The Shop sells newspapers, toiletries,
hot and cold drinks, confectionery, savoury pies and
sandwiches.

Parcs is a high quality restaurant which is operated by
students of Peterborough Regional College’s hospitality
department as part of their qualification aims. 

Competitively priced; ranging from one course specials
up to a three course table served meal, all freshly
prepared, cooked and served by the hospitality students
under the tuition of experienced hospitality lecturers.

OUR FACILITIES
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Under 19
If you are under 19 on the 31st August in the year in
which you start your course, live permanently in the
UK or EU and you are applying for a full-time further
education course, you will be exempt from the 
payment of tuition fees*! There may be some costs
for equipment, uniforms, travel costs to work 
placements and residential trips or visits.

You can find out more information from the course
tutors at your interview. If you need any more 
information please call our Information Centre on
0845 872 8722 or email info@peterborough.ac.uk.

*You may have to pay fees for any additional
courses or qualifications you study through the 
academic year.

Care to Learn funding for 
young parents
If you are caring for your own child or children and
are under 20, the Care to Learn scheme can help
you fund childcare while you study. If you need
more information please contact our
Information Centre on 0845 872 8722 or email
info@peterborough.ac.uk.

Alternatively information can also be obtained from
the national care to learn advisers on 
0845 600 2809 or visit www.dfes.gov.uk/caretolearn

Armed Forces
Students studying their first full Level 3 qualification
who have left the British Armed Forces (within the
last 10 years) after completing four or more years of
service, or who have been medically discharged due
to an injury or inactive service, after basic training,

can apply through their education officer for the 
Enhanced Learning Credits scheme and receive
more information about funding for their course.
Please note that this does not apply to 
apprenticeships.

Over 19
If you are aged 19 or over on the 31st August in the
year in which you start your course, then you will be
required to pay tuition fees for each year of your
course unless you qualify for exemption. Please
speak to one of our financial advisers for more 
information. You may also be required to pay other
costs associated with your course. Further 
information about your individual requirements for
your course is available from the College’s
Information Centre.

The tuition fees that we are required to charge are
determined by the level of government funding for
colleges. For 2013/2014 the College charged a 
tuition fee of approximately £1,400 per annum for
all full-time courses. We have not yet received the
funding guidance for 2014/15 so at the time of
going to print (September 2013) we have not yet
published our tuition fees rates. Please contact the
College for more information nearer to the start of
your course or check the College website at 
www.peterborough.ac.uk.

24+ Plus Advanced Loans
Are you interested in:

l Career development 
l Qualifications
l Personal interest courses
l Improving your job prospects

Then the new ‘24+ Advanced Learning Loan’
could be just for you!

What are they? 

• 24+ Advanced Learning loans are student loans 
similar to higher education loans, but for the 
further education sector.

• Loans will be available for learners aged 24 and 
over, studying at Level 3 or Level 4, Access to 
HE and Higher Apprenticeships.

For courses starting from September 2014 onwards,
24+ Advanced Learning Loans will be available for
courses at Level 3 or above:

• Advanced & Higher Apprenticeships
• QCF Diplomas/Certificates at Level 3 and 4
• Access to HE courses (full and part-time) and 

up to 3 A-levels
• Loans are not available for individual units or 

awards, only for full Level 3 and 4 qualifications

How much do I need to apply for a loan for?
You will need to apply for a loan to cover the whole
cost of your course, so if you are studying a two year
course you will need to apply for one loan to cover
both years. The tuition fee for each year of your
course will not exceed £2,900 per annum. Other
fees are payable annually i.e. uniform, trips etc if
required.

Are you eligible?

Individuals who are: 
• Aged 24 or over at the start of their course 

(there is no upper age limit)
• Resident in the UK on the first day of your course 

and have lived in the UK, Channel Islands or the 
Isle of Man for 3 years immediately before this

• Have not previously had a loan to do the same 
qualification type and level of qualification

FINANCIAL INFO
Financial information for full-time study
It’s a well known fact that getting further qualifications can improve
your future salary, and we may be able to help you with your fees!

10
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Peterborough 
Educational Trust
A charitable trust has been 
set up to enable talented 
individuals to study at 
Peterborough Regional 
College.
The Peterborough Education Trust (PET)
launched by Peterborough Regional College
awards scholarships of up to £5,000 to 
applicants who have shown that they have 
exceptional skills and the potential to make a
significant contribution in their chosen field of
study. The College is one of the first in the area
to launch this type of trust. Trustees of the PET
have been appointed and will oversee the 
donations and scholarships awarded on a 
pre-defined selection criteria.

Scholarships can be used for any expenses 
associated with study, including the cost of 
travelling to and from College. Awards will be
made to students on the basis of vocational or
academic excellence; overcoming a disability;
re-engaging in education or training; and 
financial hardship.

For an application form or further information
on the Peterborough Educational Trust, 
please contact the Information Centre on 
0845 872 8722.

Payment by Instalments
When you enrol you are making a commitment to
pay your tuition fees in full even if you later withdraw
from your course. You may pay your tuition fees in
three instalments, the first of which is payable when
you enrol. There is an admin charge for this facility.

For further information to see if you qualify for 
financial support please visit our Information Centre
or call us on 0845 872 8722. Information is also 
available on various websites through the Internet.

How can we help with fees?
In previous years the Skills Funding Agency 
subsidised learners who met their criteria. This 
criteria changes from year to year according to 
government policy and at the time of publication
the criteria for 2014/15 has not been published. We
will make this information available as soon as we 
receive it.

The most up to date information can be obtained
from our Information Centre, based at our Park 
Crescent Campus or we can be contacted on 
0845 872 8722.

Financial Assistance
When applying for a course, consideration should be
given to the costs involved, including:

• The cost of getting to college
• Course costs (books and equipment, exams, trips)

In cases of financial difficulty the College endeavours
to provide financial assistance for equipment, travel
etc, to students, subject to the availability of 
government funding. Up-to-date details will be 
available when the College receives notification from
the relevant government funding agencies in the
spring/summer of 2014.

For further information or to discuss your options
please contact us: In person at the Information 
Centre at the Park Crescent campus or phone 
0845 872 8722 or email info@peterborough.ac.uk.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

What does it mean for me?

You don’t pay anything up front for your course fees
and if you are not earning over £21,000, you don’t
pay anything back until you earn over this amount. If
annual earnings fall below £21,000 repayments will
stop and only re-start when earnings increase to
more than £21,000.

For example:
• £22,000 Repay £7 per month 
• £25,000 Repay £30 per month 
• £30,000 Repay £67 per month 
• £35,000 Repay £105 per month 
• £40,000 Repay £142 per month

When can I apply?

The application system launched in April 2013 for
courses starting from September 2013. You will need
to have an interview with a member of College staff
for the course that you are applying to. At this point
details will be given of how to apply online via
Student Finance England.

Do I need to apply for a 24+ Advanced Learning
Loan for each year I’m studying?
No. You will apply for one loan to cover the whole
length of their course you don’t have to reapply each
year. One course = one loan.

SO WHY TAKE OUT A 24+ ADVANCED LEARNING
LOAN?

l Apply for your loan and pay nothing up front!
l You pay nothing back if your income is less than 

£21,000 and you only pay your loan back when 
you earn over this amount

l If your loan is for an Access to HE programme and 
you progress and complete your HE study, you will 
not have to pay back your FE loan.

If you would like further information please contact
the Information Centre on 0845 872 8722 or email
24plusloans@peterborough.ac.uk

All information in this guide was believed to be correct at time of print (September 2013), but is subject to change at anytime.
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If you live over 3 miles from the College you can apply for a place on a College
bus. Fees may vary and can be paid termly or yearly.

The added bonus of travelling on a College bus is that we drop off and pick up
right outside the College entrance so you only need to make your own way to
and from your local pick-up point.

The bus routes currently cover the following areas:

q Route 1: March, PRC
q Route 2: Murrow, Turves, Coates, Eastrea, Whittlesey, PRC
q Route 3: Chatteris, Manea, Wimblington, Doddington, Benwick, 

Forty Foot, Ramsey St Marys, Yaxley, Farcet, PRC
q Route 4: Kimbolton, Ellington, Stilton, Folksworth, PRC
q Route 6: St Neots, Little Paxton, Buckden, Brampton, Huntingdon, 

Brampton, Alconbury, Alconbury Weston, Sawtry Green, Sawtry, 
Conington, PRC

q Route 7: Earith, Somersham, Pidley, Warboys, Little Ravely, Upwood, Bury, 
Ramsey, Ramsey Forty foot, Ramsey Mereside, Pondersbridge, PRC

q Route 8: Walsoken, Nr Tinkers, Wisbech Town Centre, Wisbech, Wisbech 
St Mary’s, Parsons Drove, Murrow, Guyhirn, Thorney Toll, Thorney, Eye, PRC

q Route 9: Bourne, Austerby/A15,  Elsea Park, Northorpe, Thurlby, Baston, 
Langtoft, Deeping St James, Market Deeping, Northborough, Glinton, PRC

q Route 10: Uppingham, Oakham, Great Casterton, Carlby, Essendine, 
Ryhall, Little Casterton, Stamford, Wittering, Wansford, Ailsworth, 
Castor, PRC

q Route 11: Whaplode Drove, Holbeach Drove, Holbeach, Whaplode, 
Weston, Pinchbeck, Spalding, South Drove, Cowbit, Crowland, 
Newborough, PRC

q Route 12: Oundle, Warmington, Elton, Alwalton, PRC

Prices - £450 for the year can be paid in full or divided into £150 per term or
£75 per half term.

Application process
Peterborough
Students living within Peterborough or applying for routes 1, 8, 9, 10, 11 and
12 can apply directly to us by calling the transport team on 01733 762270 or
email transport@peterborough.ac.uk. 

For subsidised travel costs please call Peterborough City Council on 
01733 747474 or visit www.peterborough.gov.uk.

Cambridgeshire
If you live in the area of Cambridgeshire for which Cambridgeshire County
Council is your Local Authority you need to apply directly to Cambridgeshire
County Council for a college bus pass. You may be entitled to subsidised
transport to PRC if it is the nearest post-16 centre to your home address and it
is more than 3 miles away from where you live. You can call Cambridgeshire
County Council on 0345 045 5208 or email
post16.queries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

Lincolnshire
If you live in Lincolnshire you may be entitled to a reduced fee. You will need
to apply to Lincolnshire County Council by calling 01522 782020 or visit
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk.

Stage Coach Mega Riders 
Stage Coach Bus Company is supporting Peterborough Regional College with
our Travel Plan. This enables Stage Coach and Peterborough Regional College
to work in partnership to enable full-time students to purchase a subsidised
mega rider. These can be bought weekly from our cash office at our main
campus. 

If you prefer to cycle, ride or drive, there is a secure area for bikes, motorcycles
and also a free student car park situated via the Eastfield Road entrance.
Students can also borrow bikes from the College for short journeys during the
college working day. 

Further details can be obtained from the Transport department based in the
Information Centre on 01733 762270 or by emailing
transport@peterborough.ac.uk. Please note: Routes and cost information are
correct at time of print (September 2013) but may be subject to change or
increase.

All information in this guide was believed to be correct at time of print (September 2013), but is subject to change at anytime.

TRANSPORT How will I get to College?
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How many hours a week 
will I be studying?
Hours per week will vary between courses,
but typically you will have 15–20 hours 
classroom contact a week. In addition, you
will be required to study independently and
some courses such as performing arts or
catering will also require you to be available
some evenings for performances or themed
catering events. Tutors will discuss your
hours in further detail at interview.

Is college as good as a school sixth
form?
Yes, it’s better! Not only can we offer a huge
range of courses and facilities that are hard
to find at any school, we can also offer 
excellent results! As a large provider of a 
varied range of courses, we are likely to offer
the subject (or subjects) you want to study,
and can therefore offer you the course 
combinations to suit your individual needs.

How big are the classes?
Most classes consist of between 15 and 20
students, ensuring that you get the 
individual attention that you deserve.

Will I get lost at College?
No. You will spend your first weeks at College
going through an induction process, which
will include getting to know other people on
your course, getting to meet your tutors and
personal tutor and also finding your way
around the College.

Who do I see if I have a problem?
For a start, you can speak to your personal
tutor who is there to help you through your
studies or you can talk to your course tutor.
Personal learning coaches, a nurse and a
counsellor are also on hand to help with any
other issues you might have. There are also a
number of dedicated staff in our wellbeing
and information centres who can help with
course information, careers advice, 
accommodation queries, financial advice
and transport.

What is expected of me?
At College we believe in your independence
and we treat you like an adult. Which means,
while you don’t have to be in College 
between classes, we do expect you to come
to class! We have attendance monitors who
monitor attendance weekly, and our tutors
also enforce our strict attendance policy. 
Parents of students under 18 will receive 
attendance reports and are notified if their
son/daughter does not turn up to class. We
do also have high standards in terms of 
behaviour while at College.

FAQS

13

5 Good Reasons
To Choose PRC
1.  99% of students 

enjoy their learning*

2. 97% of our students
achievew

3. Guaranteed route to 
an affordable 
university place**

4. 93% of students 
get a job or progress 
their studies*

5. We are in the top 
6% of best  
performing colleges 
in the countryw

wSource: Data Service, Level 3 achievement rates for 
general FE colleges for 2010/11

* Source: Student Perception Survey

** Source: At University Centre Peterborough, subject to 
meeting minimum entry requirements
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Peterborough Regional College are proud
to be an official sponsor of the annual...

Official Sponsor SKILLS 
SHOW
THE UK’S LARGEST SKILLS 
AND CAREERS EVENT

TRAINING

JOBSAPPRENTICESHIPS

14TH TO 16TH
NOVEMBER 2013
THE NEC 
BIRMINGHAM

q Get expert careers advice and speak to employers and training 
providers about jobs and opportunities

q Hear from real people doing real jobs and get insider knowledge
q Have a go at over 40 skills, from carpentry to hairdressing
q Watch live skills competitions and amazing showcase performances

14

Don’t 
miss outBook your FREEentry online attheskillsshow.com
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NEW youth employment scheme
launches at college

TRAINEESHIPS

TRAINING

JOBSAPPRENTICESHIPS

15

Don’t 
miss outBook your FREEentry online attheskillsshow.com

The Government has recently introduced an exciting new programme called
Traineeships, which is designed for those aged 16 to 24 years of age and in need of
some work experience, in order to help them move in to paid employment.

We have developed a programme that embraces all the opportunities offered by a
Traineeship. The programme is able to support eligible individuals to participate on
an 18 week programme. 

Who is it for?
To participate on the course, you must not currently be in education or training and
you must be looking for work. In addition, if you are aged 16-18 years old, you must
be qualified to below Level 3 and if you are aged 19-24 years old you must be 
qualified to below Level 2 (equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grades A-C).

What is covered?
•  Work preparation training. For example CV writing, interview 

preparation, job search, self discipline and inter-personal skills
•  Up to 15 weeks on a work experience placement which will develop 

workplace skills and experience
•  Functional skills in maths and English

Maths and English are an essential part of the Traineeship programme, and are
integral to various other types of further qualifications including Apprenticeships. 

Attendance
Classroom based delivery for functional skills in maths and English and work 
experience placement with a local employer. The course duration is 18 weeks 
covering 20 hours per week.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to other courses offered by the College including 
Apprenticeships.
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BTEC INTRODUCTORY are equivalent to two
GCSEs at grades D-G.

BTEC FIRSTS are equivalent to 4 GCSEs at grade 
A–C.

BTEC NATIONALS are equivalent to A-Levels and
can help prepare you for employment or 
university. They are usually studied over two years
and place more emphasis on coursework than 
A-Levels.

NVQS AND VRQS
These are performance based qualifications and
are ideal if you intend to work, or already work in a
specific industry, service or business as they 
measure what you can do as well as how much
you know and understand.

APPRENTICESHIPS
Apprenticeships allow you to work (usually four
days a week) whilst training one day a week. 
Apprenticeships at Level 2 take up to two years to
complete and you will work towards a Level 2
qualification and functional skills. Advanced 
Apprenticeships take up to four years and you will
complete a Level 3 qualification and functional
skills. 

You will work for an employer who will pay you a
reasonable wage while you complete your 
training. Apprenticeships are for people aged 16
and over, and there will be an employer 
contribution for those aged 19 and over. 

We also offer higher Apprenticeships in some 
vocational areas, speak to our Apprenticeship
team on 01733 762121 or email 
apprenticeships@peterborough.ac.uk for more 
information or see page 22 for more details.

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS
Functional Skills are an important part of your
course and will help you to keep up to date in 
several areas no matter what you are studying.
You will develop your skills in:
• English
• Mathematics
• Information Communication Technology 

These are very useful skills which you will need to
have for your future development and career. 
Employers and universities have highlighted these
as essential skills and the College has a first rate
functional skills centre to support your 
development.

ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION
The Access to Higher Education course is an 
alternative to GCSEs and BTEC Nationals for 
mature students aged 19+ who may lack formal
academic qualifications, but who wish to enter
higher education. 

With various options and pathways, it is designed
for people who have been away from studying for
some years. It will help you gain the confidence
and skills necessary to return to formal education.
There are no specific pre-entry requirements, but
all applicants are interviewed. See page 20 for
more details.

Progression to Access - If you do not meet the
entry requirements for the Level 3 Access courses
in Science, Social Sciences or Business and
Computing then you may be interested in our one
year Progression to Access course. On this course
you will complete GCSEs in maths, English and
science. You will also study the AQA project
qualification, enterprise and functional skills in
ICT. On successful completion of this course you
will then be in a position to progress to a Level 3
Access to HE.

GCSES
You may also be able to take GCSE English and
maths alongside other Level 3 full-time courses. 

The GCSE Plus programme is designed for 16-19
year old students who wish to gain a range of
GCSE and vocational qualifications that form the
key requirement for progression to higher level
courses including university, alongside boosting
future employment prospects or enhancing 
eligibility for Apprenticeships. Many students will
have some prior experience of GCSE study and will
use this course as the springboard to improve
their grades in core subjects.

At interview you will need to demonstrate your
commitment to the course you are applying for.

In addition to your main course, you can choose
from a whole range of other qualifications and 
activities including sport, drama and a wide range
of part-time courses (most of which are absolutely
free if you’re between 16 and 18 years old).

Take a look at the guide on the next page and think about
the type of course you would like to study and the level that

best suits your qualifications or estimated grades. 
COURSES &

QUALIFICATIONS

16
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Level of Course Courses available Entry Requirements

COMMON ABBREVIATIONS

ABRSM Associated Board Royal 
Schools of Music 

AQA The Assessment and 
Qualifications Alliance

BTEC Business and Technology
EDEXCEL Education Council
C&G City and Guilds
EFL English as a Foreign 

Language
ESOL English for Speakers of 

Other Languages
GCSE General Certificate of 

Secondary Education
HNC/D Higher National Certificate 

or Diploma
ICT Information and 

Communication Technology
OCR Oxford, Cambridge and 

Royal Society of Arts
NVQ National Vocational 

Qualification
UCAS Universities and Colleges 

Admission Service
VRQ Vocationally Related 

Qualifications
VTCT Vocational Training 

Charitable Trust

Level 4+ 

Level 3

Level 2 

Entry Level (E)

Foundation Degree
HNC or HND
NVQ 4 and 5

2–3 A Levels or equivalent 
Level 3 qualification 

BTEC National 
NVQ 3

Diploma

4 GCSEs at Grade C or above 
or other Level 2 qualification

BTEC First
NVQ 2

Pathway 

4 GCSEs at Grades D or above
or other Level 1 qualification

BTEC Introductory
NVQ 1

AAA  Courses
Entry Level Courses

No GCSEs or mainly Grade G 
or Entry Level course

Entry courses No GCSEs or qualifications

Level 1 

Ac
ce
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n

What level is right for me?

All information in this guide was believed to be correct at time of print (September 2013), but is subject to change at anytime. 17
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COURSES

18
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14-16  YOUNG
PEOPLE’S

PROGRAMMES
14-16 YOUNG PEOPLE’S
PROGRAMMES
Peterborough Regional College’s Young People’s courses
are designed to introduce you to the skills and learning
required for specific careers. You can study these
alongside your other options. Your teachers and advisors
at school will help you to select the best course. You will
attend Peterborough Regional College either for a half or
a whole day once a week for two years.

Some young people may be supported by their school to
attend a longer individual programme at College. For
further information, schools and education providers
should contact Jane Hodges on 01733 863072 or Kelly
Howell on 01733 762288.

Once you have selected a course you will need to
complete an application form with your teacher and
return it to the College. Application forms can be
obtained from your school or by calling the College on
01733 762333. You will be invited to attend the College
for a guidance discussion with a course tutor and you will
also have the opportunity to look at the College facilities
and ask further questions about the course.

This prospectus sets out the details of the courses on
offer and describes the possible progression routes when
you have successfully completed the qualification in year
11. We hope that it will help you to understand the types
of courses and qualifications so that you make the right 
choice for you. At Peterborough Regional College, we are
committed to helping every student achieve the very
best they can, whatever their background, in a friendly
and supportive environment.

We offer courses in the following area:
• Childcare
• Hair & Beauty
• Construction Level 1 & 2 (includes plumbing, 

electrical, carpentry, and bricklaying)
• Hospitality (food preparation & restaurant service)
• Public Services
• Motor Vehicle
• Engineering Level 2
• Engineering/Fabrication & Welding Level 1

From the age of 14 young people who have been home
schooled can now apply directly to the College to begin
their vocational education. To discuss this further please
contact Carol Quigley or Kelly Howell (see below).

If you would like more details about the 14-16 Young
People’s Programme please call Carol Quigley on 
01733 762333, carol.quigley@peterborough.ac.uk or
Kelly Howell on 01733 762288,
kelly.howell@peterborough.ac.uk

All applications should be sent to Carol Quigley,
Peterborough Regional College, FREEPOST PE259, 
Park Crescent, Peterborough, PE1 4BR.

All information in this guide was believed to be correct at time of print (September 2013), but is subject to change at anytime. 19
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ACCESS TO HIGHER

Introduction
Access to Higher Education courses are 
designed for students who would like to
progress in their career, go on to study at degree
level or simply extend their knowledge after
being out of formal education for some time.

Look what we can offer
q Personal tutors to support you throughout 

your course 
q Part-time GCSE course may be available to 

help you gain entry to university/
employment

EDUCATION

20
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ACCESS TO 
HIGHER EDUCATION

ACCESS TO HIGHER 
EDUCATION DIPLOMA
1 YEAR - FULL TIME

Who is it for?
The Access to Higher Education course is 
specifically designed for people aged 19 and over
who wish to return to study.

What will I need?
Formal qualifications may not be necessary for
entry to this course, however please check the 
entry requirements for the access programme you
are applying for as some may differ. You will be 
assessed on your level of numeracy and literacy
skills. Students wishing to progress to University
will need GCSE English and/or maths A-C 
depending on the access subjects you are 
studying and the university you are applying to.
International students will need to have evidence
of an IELTS score of 6.5 minimum to join the
course. For details, please call us on 
0845 8728722.

Progression to Access - If you do not meet the
entry requirements for the Level 3 Access courses
in Science, Social Sciences or Business and
Computing then you may be interested in our one
year Progression to Access course. On this course
you will complete GCSEs in maths, English and
science. You will also study the AQA project
qualification, enterprise and functional skills in
ICT. On successful completion of this course you
will then be in a position to progress to a Level 3
Access to HE.

What is covered?
You can choose from the following pathways on
the Access programme: computing with business;
humanities and social sciences; professional care
or health sciences. Each pathway option will allow
you to select some modules.

The computing with business course offers 
progression to degree level courses including 
University Centre Peterborough’s BSc (Hons) 
Computing and Information Systems. The Access
in computing with business prepares students for
higher education in computing related disciplines
which can in turn lead to a plethora of careers
within the computing industry. Students are 
introduced to the following modules: business 
applications; business information systems; 
computer systems; databases; human computer
interaction (HCI); e-business; internet technology;
investigating business; professional skills; 
programming and society and IT.

The humanities and social science route 
includes a choice of two pathways, either 
humanities or social sciences. Humanities includes
subjects such as English literature, archaeology
and media. The social sciences pathway includes
psychology, sociology and criminology. Academic
skills is a mandatory module for both pathways.
These pathways can lead to humanities degrees at
University Centre Peterborough including English
literature, psychosocial studies and media. The
qualification can also lead on to entry to other
universities.

The professional care course offers introduction
to social work theory and practice, sociology 
applied to social care, psychology, research 
methods, interpersonal skills, changing nature of
health and social care, well-being and academic
study skills.

This course can lead to careers in social care and
professional social work, youth or probation work,
psycho-social, psychology or criminology.

The science programme offers students the 
opportunity to follow careers in a wide range of
science areas ranging from physiotherapy, 
radiography, dietetics, archaeology, biomedical
sciences, pharmacy, nursing, midwifery and 
forensic science to name but a few. For entry onto
the science course students must have GCSEs in
science at C or above or equivalent and maths or
English at grade C or above.

All students study the following units: chemistry;
biology; human physiology; professional and 
laboratory skills (which include a science project
of their own choice); health physics; additional 
biology and maths for scientists. Optional units 
include disease or archaeology/ecology.

Students then have the choice of selecting one
optional unit from either archaeology and 
ecology or disease and the human life span. 
Completion of this optional unit will then make a
total of 60 credits for the Access Diploma.

You will be assessed in a variety of ways including,
exams, presentations, reports and essays.

What can this course lead to?
The CAVA Access Diploma is QAA-recognised and
is accepted by UK universities as a standard entry
qualification for degree courses. Each Access
Diploma is designed to offer you the chance to 
return to study and prepare yourself for degree
study in subjects as varied as education/teaching,
psychology, nursing, politics, history, English,
media, journalism or IT (some of which are offered
here in Peterborough as part of University Centre
Peterborough).

21
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APPRENTICESHIPS Introduction
If you want to earn while you learn, an 
Apprenticeship could be just what you’re 
looking for. Our Apprenticeship team helps over
400 people like you into free or subsidised,
work-based training with local employers each
year and works hard to ensure that you are in
the right job with the level of support that you
need.

What are Apprenticeships?
An Apprenticeship is a real job with a real 
employer; you will start earning from day one of
your Apprenticeship.  Apprenticeships are an 
excellent way of gaining qualifications and
workplace experience.

You work towards a work based qualification
such as National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)
and other nationally recognised qualifications.
Apprenticeships follow a framework of 
qualifications developed by the Sector Skills
Councils these frameworks include:

• Knowledge Based Element - sometimes 
referred to as a technical certificate, this 
provides the underpinning knowledge so that  
the apprentice can demonstrate occupational 
competence.

• Competence Element - this element confirms   
occupational competence which is the ability 
to apply knowledge and skills in your business.

• Functional Skills – these address the personal 
development of the apprentice and include    
English, maths and information technology, 
they are delivered alongside the knowledge 
based element but are separately certificated.

• Employment Rights and Responsibilities – 
these exist to help apprentices and employers  
understand their employment rights and 
responsibilities and their rights related to equal 
opportunities, health and safety and to 
understand the safe learner concept.

22
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APPRENTICESHIPS

What will I need?
For some Apprenticeships, and to work with some 
employers, you will need specific GCSE passes or 
previous experience. You will also have an interview,
where we look at your GCSE grades (actual or 
predicted), which will help us to decide on the best
programme for you. For more information, please call
us on 01733 762121.

What subjects can I do?
We offer training in the following areas:
• Accountancy
• Business Administration
• Carpentry & Joinery
• Creative & Digital Media
• Construction Technical
• Customer Service
• Electrical Installations
• Engineering – Fabrication & Welding
• Engineering Machining & Fitting
• Engineering – Maintenance
• Hairdressing
• Health & Social Care
• Horticulture
• Hospitality & Catering
• Information Technology (ITQ)
• Marketing & Communication
• Motor Vehicle
• Plumbing
• Retail
• Sales
• Social and Digital Media
• Sport - Activity Leadership
• Team Leading
• Supporting Teaching & Learning in Schools
• Trowel Occupations (Brickwork)
• Warehouse & Distribution

Other Apprenticeship frameworks are available 
throughout the year. For more information please 
contact the Apprenticeship team on 01733 762121.

How do I find employment?
Our specialist team of advisors in the Apprenticeship 
Centre can assist with job search and career advice.  
We handle many vacancies from local employers and 
promote them using the Apprenticeship Vacancy 
Matching Service – www.apprenticeships.org.uk

What will I earn?
In most cases, young people and employers negotiate
a reasonable wage. A minimum wage of £2.68 per
hour (from 1st October 2013) will be paid for students
under 19. If you are 19 or over when you start your
training you will have to be on an Apprenticeship 
programme for a year before the national minimum
wage will be applied and then it will be at a special
rate. The Apprenticeship Team at the College can help
with this.

How will my training be organised?
You, your employer and the College will agree an 
individual learning plan of what you are going to
achieve and how. Your skills training is usually covered
by working alongside other skilled people in the work-
place and you then attend college to undertake the
theory, practical skills and functional skills. In most
cases this will be day release.

What hours will I work?
You will be employed full-time (minimum of 30 
hours per week).

How do I find out more? 
Call the Apprenticeship team on 01733 762121 
or email apprenticeships@peterborough.ac.uk or 
fill in the Tell Me More......reply cards at the back of 
this guide. 

23
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MANAGEMENT
ANIMAL

YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l VETERINARY NURSE
l RIDING INSTRUCTOR
l SPECIALIST GROOM
l ANIMAL HANDLER
Introduction
Would you like to turn your passion for 
animals into a rewarding career? 

Whether you wish to understand more about
caring for small animals, take your first step 
towards becoming an animal care assistant, or
even start your own dog grooming business,
then our Animal Care courses could help you on
your way.

We are now in our third successful year of 
running a Level 3 Diploma in Horse 
Management and have also now introduced a
Level 2 qualification. The course is vocational
and is taught by qualified British Horse Society 
instructors and other experienced members of
staff. The practical units include riding on the flat
and stable management. The theory units 
include horse behaviour and welfare, and 
animal anatomy and physiology.

Look what we can offer
Working with Animals
Practical work is carried out at Sacrewell Farm
and a variety of other venues.

Horse Management
q Our practical work is carried out at 

local stables that sits on 24 acres of land
q Stable facilities include: 29 stables, 

2 maneges, a track with jumps, 20 horses,  
classroom, showers and toilets

24
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ANIMAL
MANAGEMENTBTEC LEVEL 2 & LEVEL 3 

IN HORSE CARE & 
MANAGEMENT
2 YEARS/LEVEL 2/LEVEL 3
4LEHOMFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for people aged 16 years and
above who would like to work in the horse 
industry or progress onto higher education. This is
also a good stepping stone onto careers such as;
grooming, riding, teaching, yard management,
stud work, veterinary nursing and land based retail. 

There is a riding and non-riding option for this
course. Learners taking the non-riding option will
need to be confident in handling horses.

What will I need?
You will need 2 to 4 GCSEs at C or above or 
equivalent depending on whether you want to
study the Level 2 qualification or Level 3 
qualification (BTEC National Diploma). Please see
page 17 for entry requirements. Prior riding skills
are not essential and you will be given the choice
of a riding or non-riding option. If you pursue the 
riding option you will need to be able to ride 
confidently in walk, trot and canter and will be
asked to participate in a riding skills assessment
before the course starts.

What is covered?
The units covered may include grooming, 
behaviour, presentation, clipping and trimming,
lungeing, long reining, nutrition, stable 
management, riding on the flat and jumping, 
animal science and animal health.

What can this course lead to?
This course provides a solid foundation for 
students to progress in the equine industry. 
The skills developed in this qualification are 
transferable to alternative career paths.

ANIMAL CARE
1 - 2 YEARS/LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2
4LEANCFA$

Who is it for?
Learners who are interested in working with 
animals in a variety of settings.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade D or above for
the Level 2 Animal Care course. You will also
need the ability to follow instructions, work
safely and interact with members of the public.
Learners must have a keen interest in working
with a wide range of animals.

What is covered?
• Develop skills in managing animal 

environments
• Running and maintaining an animal visitor 

centre
• Learn customer service and team skills
• Develop animal care skills and handling
• Develop an understanding of animal health 

and biology
• Animal behaviour and welfare
• Animal breeds and grooming

Throughout the course you may have the 
opportunity to work at a major animal visitor
centre, a grooming parlour or welfare 
sanctuaries.

What can this course lead to?
This course will prepare you for a variety of work
in outdoor and animal environments including
retail outlets, animal sanctuaries, catteries, dog
kennels, veterinary nursing, welfare 
organisations. Or further education study in 
related areas. 
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ART & DESIGN YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l ARTIST   
l GRAPHIC DESIGNER
l INTERIOR DESIGNER
l FASHION DESIGNER   
l THEATRE SET 

DESIGNER
l ANIMATOR
l MODEL MAKER
l ADVERTISING 

EXECUTIVE
l ILLUSTRATOR
l 3D DESIGNER
l CREATIVE DIRECTOR

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Media and Communications page 90
l Hair and Beauty page 72
l Performing Arts and Music page 96
l Production Arts page 100
l As well as part-time evening courses in  

fashion, pattern cutting, basic sewing, life 
drawing, interior design and photography 
(please see our part-time guide)
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ART & DESIGN

Introduction
Create your future with PRC – If you enjoy creativity and
visually communicating your own ideas, then this course
is designed for you. Our practically based art & design
programme offers students the encouragement they
need to draw out artistic flair and talent. 

Our courses will encourage you to develop core skills such
as, drawing, visual research, technical skills, exploring the
creative process, visual language and experimenting with
media, materials and techniques. In addition you will have
the opportunity to study your chosen specialism in more
detail, whether it’s graphic design, fine art, drawing, 
animation, fashion/textiles or 3D design. 

Look what we can offer
You will develop your skills in our new art and 
brickwork block, the Fisher Building. This building boasts
top quality facilities including 3D studios, fine art studio,
computer suites, silk screen, photo silk screen printing
and etching, sculpture studio, animation studios, fashion
studios and workshop.

You will also have an invaluable resource in our team of
highly qualified, enthusiastic and talented members of
staff.  

The College holds exhibitions of top quality art, design
and photographic work every year at the end of the 
summer term.

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1 - BTEC Introductory in Art & Design

* Careers in art & design e.g. graphic  
design, interior design, 

illustration or animation, 
and fashion.

Level 2 - BTEC First in Art & Design can lead to*

Level 3 - BTEC National Diploma in Art & Design can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in Production Arts (page 100) **Degrees/higher level qualifications

in art & design subjects e.g. fashion,
fine art, set design, 3D design, 

animation, illustration, theatre design
and textiles.

Level 3/4 - BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art & Design can lead to* 
and/or**
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BTEC FIRST IN ART 
& DESIGN
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4AMFARFA$

Who is it for?
This practical course is designed to develop
your interest in art and design at an 
introductory level and will introduce you to
the world of graphics, fashion design, fine art
and 3D design. The course can be a really
useful and practical step between GCSEs and
BTEC Nationals.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
The course consists of core subjects such as:

•  Drawing and visual studies
•  Contextual studies
•  Exploring ideas and concepts

Plus a final major project and specialist units
by working to briefs in areas including:

• Graphics
• Fashion and textiles
• Fine art
• 3D design

What can this course lead to?
This course is excellent preparation to help
you move on to a BTEC National course in art
and design subjects (e.g. graphics, fashion,
fine art or media).

BTEC INTRODUCTORY IN
ART & DESIGN
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4AMIARFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for you if you have no
GCSEs or GCSEs at grade D or below and wish
to develop your art and design skills.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
The course includes:

• Exploring visual language
• Exploring materials and techniques
• Developing creative ideas
• Carrying out a personal project
• Introduction to graphic design
• IT and communication skills

What can this course lead to?
This introductory course will give you a great
idea of what is involved in art and design,
and you can use it to move up to courses
such as the BTEC First in Art and Design or
other Level 2 qualifications.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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ART & DESIGN

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA
IN ART & DESIGN
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNARFA$

Who is it for?
This is an exciting course offering advanced
knowledge and skills in art and design. If you
are interested in being creative, imaginative
and developing your design skills and 
potential you will find this course exciting
and challenging. A practical alternative to 
traditional A-Levels, this course will help you
build an impressive portfolio of work to help
you go on to study art or design at university
or get a job in the creative industry.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification including a grade A*- C in an art
based subject, plus a portfolio of art and 
design work.

What is covered?
This is essentially a practical course giving
you the opportunity to experiment and 
experience a range of art and design 
disciplines. 

The course is divided into stages:
Common core:

•  Creative exploration and development 
of ideas 

•  Basic design and visual language
•  Materials media and techniques
•  Ideas and concepts 
•  Visual communication 
•  Drawing and contextual studies

Specialist optional units:
You will be able to choose units from a wide
range of design study areas including:

•  Graphic design
•  3D design
•  Fine art
•  Fashion
•  Textiles

What can this course lead to?
This advanced, practical course is ideal to
help you go on to a degree in subjects such
as art, design, textiles, fashion design, 
animation, illustration or theatre design
(amongst many other choices!) The BTEC 
National can also be useful if you want to go
straight into work as a junior designer, 
technical assistant or studio assistant.
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Stage Two: Pathway
Moving towards greater investigation of 
selected areas of study which will enable 
students to make an informed choice of 
discipline.

Stage Three: Confirmatory
An in-depth study of the chosen specialisms
leading to a substantial body of work for final
exhibition and assessment at the end of the
course.

What can this course lead to?
This is a transitional course which will allow you
to proceed to higher education courses in art
and design or related courses in teaching and
the expressive areas.

BTEC FOUNDATION
DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3 - 4
4AMDARFA$

Who is it for?
The foundation course is a recognised 
pathway to art degree courses. It is a valuable
course helping you to adjust to the work and
commitment required for studying a 
degree course. The course is also an excellent
way to build your portfolio of work and to 
explore different media, techniques or art
disciplines (such as sculpture, painting or
metalwork).

What will I need?
You will need to have a portfolio or evidence
of artwork at interview and three GCSEs at
grade C or above (or equivalent). You will also
need at least one full A-Level or a Level 3
qualification (such as a BTEC National in Art
and Design). If you are a mature student and
do not qualify by any of these routes, please
contact us to discuss admission by 
alternative experience or potential.

What is covered?
Stage One: Exploratory
An exploratory period focusing on drawing, 
visual discovery, investigation and the 
development of ideas. 

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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ART & DESIGN

Every year art & design students invite their friends,
family and members of the public to view their
work at the End of Year Art Exhibition. Their work is
exhibited in the College’s main hall and is a
fantastic way to showcase their hard work and
dedication which goes into their wonderful
creations before they move on to the next stage in
their career. 

Students will also take part in many other projects
throughout their course including the annual Arts
Festival which is held at the Park Crescent campus
for schools and colleges to get involved with across
the city. The aim of the Arts Festival is to encourage
youngsters to learn about subjects they can study
in higher education. Students from the College are
also given the opportunity to show off their skills
to encourage school pupils.

Images to the right show a selection of work produced by our
students.

CASE STUDY

Janine Clark – Art & Design
Before attending PRC, I was at school taking my
GCSEs. I specialised in art, textiles, music and French
as well as the generic English, maths, science etc.
Having not felt supported enough through school, I
made the decision to go on to study a BTEC as
opposed to A-Levels. I went to a PRC Open Day and
liked the surroundings, the facilities and the course
allowed me to specialise in my chosen career path
of fashion, and that really appealed to me. 

I have always been interested in art and design.
Before I was at school I would draw all the time and
as I got older my love for fashion progressed. Since
leaving PRC I have grown so much as a person and a
designer. My attitude towards work and life has
matured tremendously. Whilst at university I made
the decision to take a year out to gain industry
experience before returning to my final year. I
worked for a fashion forecasting company in
London and that really made me realise just how
much I wanted to succeed in fashion. I returned to
my final year full of ambition and drive. I took part in
a competition to create a collection and went all the
way to winning the title of Young Designer of the
Year! 

I would recommend PRC for the support that I
gained whilst being there. The staff want the best
for their students and I felt really motivated to
succeed after leaving. The staff made me realise my
potential. The course is fantastic because it teaches
you different aspects of art & design and that really
does benefit you for the future. If I could go back I
would definitely take more notice of the subjects
that I didn’t find as interesting as others because it
teaches you new things that you may not
necessarily find interesting at the time, but wish
you’d known in the future. I really enjoyed attending
PRC and it made me the person that I am today.

Check out our Pinterest page
to view more of our students’ work.

www.pinterest.com/pborocollege
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BUSINESS,

ACCOUNTANCY &

ADMINISTRATION YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l MARKETING EXECUTIVE
l ACCOUNTANT
l ENTREPRENEUR
l BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATOR
l HUMAN RESOURCES

OFFICER
l FINANCE MANAGER
l PERSONAL ASSISTANT
l RETAIL MANAGER

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Apprenticeships in business administration, 

customer service, retail and accountancy page 22
l We also have a huge range of part-time courses 

from book-keeping to accountancy and IT skills 
to management, which will help you develop 
your business career and help you study at 
degree level (please see our part-time course 
guide and also the University Centre 
Peterborough guide).
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BUSINESS,
ACCOUNTANCY &
ADMINISTRATION

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1 - BTEC Diploma Vocational Studies in Business, Retail & 
Administration

* Careers in business e.g. 
retail, accountancy, 

administration, marketing or 
management.

Level 2

- OCR Diploma in Administration can lead to*
- BTEC First in Business & Retail can lead to*
- BTEC Certificate in Business with AAT Certificate in 
Accounting can lead to*

- Apprenticeships in Business Administration or Accountancy 
can lead to*

Level 3

- BTEC National in Business can lead to* and/or**
- AAT Advanced Certificate in Accounting can lead to* 
and/or**

- Access to Computing with Business page 20 can lead 
to* and/or**

- Advanced Apprenticeship in Business Administration  
can lead to* and/or**

**Degrees/professional 
qualifications in business 

management, marketing, law or 
accounting.

You can study the following 
at University Centre 

Peterborough: business 
management, accounting and 

finance, marketing and management.
Professional courses at PRC include

AAT, ACCA, ILM, CMI, HR and 
personal development courses.

Introduction
Develop and expand your future with PRC – Aspiring 
entrepreneur? Budding marketing executive? Promising
business administrator? Whichever role you see yourself in
the future, choose a route with our business courses to
begin your journey into the rewarding world of business!
We offer all the latest in office and computing equipment,
along with staff who have years of experience in the 
business trade. 

Whichever route you want to take, we’ve got lots of 
business courses to help you prepare for a career in 
accountancy, administration, marketing, human 
resources, retail, or even as a stepping stone to starting
your own business.

Look what we can offer
q Highly qualified staff with years of experience in the 

industry
q Up-to-date office and computing equipment
q Opportunities to gain additional skills, qualifications 

in IT, word processing and related business subjects to 
enhance your prospects for future employment and 
university

q Strong links with a wide variety of local companies in 
Peterborough and the surrounding areas.
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BTEC DIPLOMA VOCATIONAL
STUDIES IN BUSINESS, 
RETAIL & ADMINISTRATION
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4BUDBPFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for students who want to 
experience more than one vocational sector,
where they have not yet decided on a specific
sector to follow.  This course will develop
knowledge, understanding and skills of 
different vocational sectors to support
progress to higher level qualifications or 
employment in a specific sector

What will I need?
Standard BTEC Introductory entry 
requirements with at least ESOL Entry 3 or
equivalent and ideally a basic competency in
IT and spreadsheets.

What is covered?
• Working in business and administration
• Using office equipment in a business 

environment
• Understanding the business of retail
• Understanding customer service in the 

retail sector

What can this course lead to?
An Apprenticeship, Level 2 vocational 
qualifications such as Edexcel BTEC Level 2
Diploma in Business and Retail, Association of
Accounting Technician Certificate in 
Accounting or OCR Level 2 Diploma in 
Administration.

What can this course lead to?
Once you have finished this course, you may
choose to move on to the BTEC National in
Business or the AAT Level 3 Accountancy. 
Alternatively, you may like to use the skills
and knowledge from this course to start a
business/retail/accountancy apprenticeship
or start your business career at a junior level,
for example, in an office environment.

BTEC FIRST IN BUSINESS 
& RETAIL
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4BUDIPFA$

Who is it for?
This is ideal if you are interested in careers in business
and commerce such as, office administration, 
marketing, human resources or retail. Or if you are 
already working in retail, maybe on a part-time basis
and you would like to develop qualifications to
progress in your career.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade D or above including
maths and English or equivalent Level 1 qualifications
preferably at merit level, and also basic competency
in IT.

What is covered?
The course covers three main topics:
• Exploring business purpose
• Developing customer relations
• Investigating financial control

You will study 4 core units:
• Business purpose
• Business organisations
• Financial forecasting for business
• People in organisations

You will also study specialist units from:
• Personal selling in business
• Customer relations in business
• Consumer rights, promoting and branding 

in retail business
• Starting your own business

You will also study three specialist modules from a
range of business-related subject areas.

CASE STUDY
Lauryna Vaitkute -
Level 1 Business Administration

I finished school in Lithuania and came to
England two years ago. I had to start working
then because it was too late to apply to study.

I still wanted to study to get qualifications, more
experience and to improve my English so early
in 2011 I applied to do business administration
at PRC.

I wanted to study accountancy really but my
English wasn’t good enough so I chose to study
business administration to help improve my
English and give myself an understanding of the
business world first.

My course tutor has been very nice and well
organised. She has explained very clearly what
the business world is like. The people at PRC are
very friendly and nice, as well as helpful.

I would recommend PRC to anyone because the
staff are very helpful and will guide you to
choose the best course for you. If students want
any help, financial or learning, they only need to
speak to their tutor or visit the Information
Centre. As far as I have experienced there is a lot
of support available at PRC if you need it!

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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OCR DIPLOMA IN 
ADMINISTRATION
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4BUADMFA$

Who is it for?
This is ideal if you are interested in a career in 
business and administration such as, office 
administration, marketing, human resources or retail.
You will gain knowledge and understanding of a
range of key administrator functions and activities,
development of your skills to work independently
and as a team, and to carry out a range of practical
administrative tasks to the standards required for
business.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade D or above including
maths and English or equivalent Level 1 qualifications
preferably at merit level, and also basic competency
in IT.

What is covered?
The course covers two main topics:
• Working in administration
• Business communication

You will also study units:
• Teamwork in administration
• Communicating with customers
• Text processing
• Organising meetings and business events

What can this course lead to?
Once you have finished this course, you may choose
to move on to the BTEC National in Business or a 
business/retail related apprenticeship. Alternatively,
you may like to use the skills and knowledge from
this course to start your business career at a junior
level, for example, in an office environment or in 
retail, for example as a store supervisor or senior sales
assistant.

BUSINESS, ACCOUNTANCY
& ADMINISTRATIONBTEC NATIONAL IN BUSINESS

2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4BUNA1FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for students who are interested in 
studying a coursework based qualification 
equivalent to A-Levels. You do not have to have 
previously studied business, but you do have to have an 
interest in working in a wide variety of business areas
such as marketing, finance, human resources or retailing.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade C or above including
maths and English or equivalent Level 2 qualifications at
merit level, and also basic competency in IT.

What is covered?
The course covers four core modules:
• Exploring business activity
• Investigating business resources
• Introduction to marketing
• Effective people, communication and 

information management

You will also study additional specialist modules from 
a wide selection of topics such as, finance, marketing,
human resources, administration and online business.

What can this course lead to?
This advanced course is ideal preparation for further
study, for example, you can progress on to a range of 
degrees in business subjects such as marketing, 
business management or accounting and finance. You
may also like to progress on to professional 
qualifications such as accountancy (AAT/ACCA) or
human resources (CIPD). 

The course is also excellent preparation for employment
in a range of business disciplines including 
administration, marketing, accountancy, human 
resources and retail management.
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BTEC CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS WITH
ASSOCIATION OF ACCOUNTING TECHNICIANS 
CERTIFICATE IN ACCOUNTING 
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4BUAATFA$

Who is it for?
The AAT is an established and well respected professional accountancy
organisation with over 100,000 students, full and fellow members 
worldwide. The AAT’s qualifications develop relevant and practical 
accounting and finance skills which are ideal if you want to be an 
accountant or account technician. If you're looking to improve your
prospects and earning potential in an accounting environment - and to
get the rewards you deserve - these qualifications are a great start!

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade D or above including maths and English
or equivalent Level 1 qualifications preferably at merit level, and also
basic competency in IT. Students already with a Level 2 award in Business
Studies will not be eligible for this programme.

What is covered?
During the one year course, the following modules will be covered:
• Basic accounting
• Accounting work skills
• Exploring business purpose
• Developing customer relations
• People in organisations
• Basic costing
• Financial forecasting
• Business book-keeping
• Work effectively in accounting and finance

These modules will develop your knowledge of financial accounting 
further and introduce the methods of cost accounting used for 
management purposes.

What can this course lead to?
After successfully passing this course, you will be able to study for the
AAT Level 3 Diploma in Accountancy or the National Diploma in Business.
Alternatively, the AAT Accountancy Apprenticeship is available.

ASSOCIATION OF ACCOUNTING TECHNICIANS
ADVANCED CERTIFICATE IN ACCOUNTING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4BUACCFA$

Who is it for?
The AAT is an established and well respected professional accountancy
organisation with over 100,000 students, full and fellow members 
worldwide. The AAT’s qualifications develop relevant and practical 
accounting and finance skills which are ideal if you want to be an 
accountant or account technician. If you're looking to improve your
prospects and earning potential in an accounting environment - and to
get the rewards you deserve - these qualifications are a great start!

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade C or above preferably including maths
and English or an equivalent Level 2 Business qualification at merit level,
and also basic competency in IT.

What is covered?
During the one year course, the following modules will be covered:
• Financial accounting (advanced)
• Recording and analysing costs and revenues
• Operating a cash management and credit control system
• Professional ethics for accounting technicians
• Certificate in employability

These modules will develop your knowledge of financial accounting 
further and introduce the methods of cost accounting used for 
management purposes.

What can this course lead to?
After successfully passing this course, you will be able to study for the
Level 4 AAT Diploma in Accountancy but this is offered as part-time
evening only. This will enable you to apply for full membership of the 
Association of Accounting Technicians and use the letters MAAT after
your name. You will also qualify for exemption from a number of exams
leading to the ACCA or CIMA accounting qualifications. You can use the
Diploma to gain accelerated entry onto the second year of many 
accounting/finance degrees (for example at University Centre 
Peterborough, Lincoln University and De Montfort University in 
Leicester).

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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BUSINESS, ACCOUNTANCY
& ADMINISTRATION
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LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN 
ENTERPRISE AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4XCPJ2FA$

Who is it for?
Do you want to set up your own business or 
succeed in an existing organisation?  Do you
want to make your mark on the world?  Are you
driven and committed?  The skills, knowledge
and experience you will gain by successfully
completing the Level 2 Diploma in 
Understanding Enterprise and Entrepreneurship
will kick-start your dream career. 

Peter Jones, CBE, leading entrepreneur and one
of the stars of TV’s Dragons’ Den thinks that 
Entrepreneurs can be supported on their way to
success and has developed this qualification
alongside the country’s leading awarding body
Edexcel to be a catalyst for cultural and 
economic change.  

In order to pass, you’ll need a first class work
ethic. Our students are expected to dress for
business, work 9am to 5pm and have a real 
‘can do’ attitude to life.

What will I need?
A minimum of four GCSEs (grades D-G, English
and maths D-E) Or other equivalent Level 1 
qualifications at merit level or higher including
English and maths.

What is covered?
Level 2 is about developing functional business
skills, to set you up for the future.

The following units are included:
• Creating a vision for your business plan
• The business environment
• Researching your market
• The marketing plan
• Financial modelling and forecasting
• Planning and pitching
• The entrepreneurial mindset
• Leadership and teamwork
• Toolkits for idea generation
• Managing personal finances
• Enterprise in the workplace

You’ll also get to:
• Investigate and prepare to start up your own   

business, by taking a micro-business idea and 
exploring it whilst you study for the 
qualification. Your assignments will reflect your 
idea and also relevant industry research and 
planning

• Work on real life business challenges
• Attend master classes, workshops, micro 

business surgeries and networking events
• Receive coaching from real business owners
• Undertake a personal and professional 

development programme designed to guide 
you and support your business aspirations

• Take work placements in highly respected 
local businesses

What can this course lead to?
• Progress to Level 3 in the Academy
• Go on to further education
• Put your skills and knowledge into practice in 

an established business
• Start your own business

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES     TO BE THE NEXT BIG THING?

The Peter Jones Academy is an opportunity for
aspiring entrepreneurs to realise and achieve
their business dreams. 

Set up by Peter Jones, CBE and star of Dragon’s
Den, the Academy became the first in the UK to
offer the specialist further education
qualification in enterprise and entrepreneurship,
allowing students to progress to higher
education or to set up and run their own
business.

Peterborough Regional College are proud to be
the recognised provider for this elite
qualification in the Peterborough area.
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BUSINESS, ACCOUNTANCY
& ADMINISTRATION

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN 
ENTERPRISE AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
1 OR 2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4XCPJ3FA$

Who is it for?
Do you want to set up your own business or 
succeed in an existing organisation?  Do you
want to make your mark on the world?  Are you
driven and committed?  The skills, knowledge
and experience you will gain by successfully
completing the Level 3 Diploma in 
Understanding Enterprise and Entrepreneurship
will kick-start your dream career. 

Peter Jones, CBE, leading entrepreneur and one
of the stars of TV’s Dragons’ Den thinks that 
Entrepreneurs can be supported on their way to
success and has developed this qualification
alongside the country’s leading awarding body
Edexcel to be a catalyst for cultural and 
economic change.  

In order to pass, you’ll need a first class work
ethic. Our students are expected to dress for
business, work 9am to 5pm and have a real 
‘can do’ attitude to life.

What will I need?
A minimum of four GCSEs (grades A*–C, 
including English and maths) OR other 
equivalent Level 2 qualifications at merit level or
higher including English and maths.

What is covered?
Level 3 is about developing functional business
skills, to equip you for the real world. 

Topics studied include:
• The innovative entrepreneur
• Business planning and pitching
• Financial planning and implementation
• Launching your business vision
• Monitoring the performance of your business
• Operating your business
• Working as an intrepreneur (an entrepreneur 

within an existing organisation)
• Market research and analysis

You’ll also get to:
• Investigate and start up your own micro- 

business, by taking an idea and exploring it  
whilst you study for the qualification.  Your 
assignments will reflect your idea and also 
relevant industry research and planning

• Work on real life business challenges 
• Attend master classes, workshops, 

micro- business surgeries and networking 
events

• Receive coaching from real business owners
• Undertake a personal and professional 

development programme designed to guide
you and support your business aspirations

• Take a four week work placement in a highly 
respected local business

What can this course lead to?
• Continue to run and expand your business
• Put your skills and knowledge into practice in 

an established company
• Progression to university

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES     TO BE THE NEXT BIG THING?
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CHILDCARE,

HEALTH & 
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l PRIMARY SCHOOL 

TEACHER
l SOCIAL WORKER
l YOUTH WORKER
l PHYSIOTHERAPIST
l MIDWIFE
l CHILD 

PSYCHOLOGIST
l NURSE
l NURSERY NURSE
l NANNY
l OCCUPATIONAL 

THERAPIST

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Science courses page 106
l Access to Professional Care page 20
l Apprenticeship in Health & Social Care page 22

SOCIAL CARE
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CHILDCARE,
HEALTH & 

SOCIAL CARE

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Entry 3 - Certificate in Caring for Children

* Careers in related 
industries e.g. childcare, 

social work, nursing, 
social care, health 

education or teaching

Level 1 - BTEC Introductory in Health & Social Care and AQA Award
- CACHE Diploma in Caring for Children

Level 2
- BTEC First in Health & Social Care can lead to*
- Level 2 in Childcare & Education can lead to*

Level 3

- BTEC National in Health & Social Care can lead to* and/or**
- Level 3 in Child Care & Education can lead to* and/or**
- Level 3 BTEC National in Children’s Play, Learning & 

Development can lead to* and/or**
- Access to Professional Care can lead to* and/or**
- Access to Humanities and Social Sciences can lead  
to* and/or**

**Degrees/higher level 
qualifications in childcare, 

health care, social care, social work
and allied areas.

You can study the following at 
University Centre Peterborough: 

sociology, early years and education

Introduction
Take care of your future with PRC – This profession is 
extremely rewarding and offers plenty of careers for
hopeful students. If you see yourself as a nurse, midwife,
primary school teacher, social worker or even a 
physiotherapist, there has never been a better time to
train for a career in this industry. We offer a range of well
equipped rooms with facilities for practicing childcare 
activities, along with industry trained staff. This course is
ideal to take care of your future in the health and care 
sector. 

Look what we can offer
q Well equipped rooms with facilities for a variety of  

childcare activities
q A range of approved practical placements
q Well qualified staff with extensive industry experience
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BTEC INTRODUCTORY IN
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE AND
AQA AWARD
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4EYPPHFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are starting your
work career and want to progress into 
employment or further study in health care, 
social care or childcare. This course is an ideal
introduction to health and social care, covering
interesting work-related topics such as learning
about different disabilities, ethnicities, social
care skills and health issues.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
You will study eleven units that cover aspects of
health and social care including: 
investigating rights and responsibilities at work;
managing your health at work; health and social
care needs; personal care; learning experiences
for children and young people; learning 
experiences for adults in health and social care
and promoting healthy eating. Within the AQA
Personal, Social Development Award  you will
study four units and will also study creative craft
as an additional qualification.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress onto a BTEC First in Health
and Social Care or a Certificate in Childcare and
Education. Alternatively you can start a job
within the care sector as a healthcare assistant
or social support worker.

BTEC FIRST IN HEALTH 
& SOCIAL CARE
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4EYFDHFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are wishing to start
your career in health, social care or the 
voluntary sector, or if you want to study further
qualifications in health and social care. The
course covers health and social care practice
and knowledge including topics such as 
understanding diversity, individual needs and
anatomy and physiology.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above (preferably one
should be English) or other Level 1 qualification
preferably at pass.

What is covered?
You will study a range of relevant health and 
social care topics including: communication
and individual rights within the health and 
social care sector; individual needs within the
health and social care sectors; vocational 
experience in a health or social care setting;
anatomy and physiology for health and social
care.

What can this course lead to?
You could go on to study for a BTEC National,
Apprenticeship, Level 2 Childcare qualification
or work within the care sector as a healthcare
assistant or social support worker.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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CHILDCARE, HEALTH 
& SOCIAL CARE

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4EYNDHFA$

Who is it for?
This advanced course is ideal if you wish to 
follow a professional career in health or social
care, for example as a nurse, social worker, youth
worker, physiotherapist or probation officer. 

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including English or
other Level 2 qualification preferably at 
distinction.

What is covered?
The course covers a number of interesting, 
advanced topics including: development
through the life stages;  anatomy and physiology
for health and social care; sociological/
psychological perspectives for health and social
care; equality & diversity and communications in
health & social care. Other units may include:
physiological disorders; nutrition for health and
social care; caring for children/young people
and dementia care.

You will also carry out work placements in two
different settings, such as nursing homes, care
homes, special schools, hospital wards and 
clinical areas and night shelters.

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for a degree or diploma
in related professions, such as nursing/
midwifery, occupational therapy, physiotherapy,
social work or youth and community work. You
may also wish to progress straight into a 
workplace with further training in a health or 
social care setting.

CERTIFICATE IN CARING
FOR CHILDREN
1 YEAR/ENTRY 3
4EYELCFA$

Who is it for?
Anyone with an interest in progressing to a
course to enable them to work with children or
learning more about caring for a child.

What will I need?
No specific entry requirements, an interest in
children and a willingness to learn and work
hard is required.

What is covered?
Units cover child development, play activities,
health, safety and nutrition and personal, 
emotional and social development .

What can this course lead to?
Completion of the course and an Entry 3 
qualification in English skills can lead to a Level 1
Childcare course.
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LEVEL 2 IN CHILDCARE
& EDUCATION
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4EYCCEFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are interested in
finding out about childcare and are looking to
start a career in caring for children. The course
introduces you to many fascinating early years
topics including child development, play and
working with children from birth up to the age
of sixteen.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade D or above
(preferably one should be in English). You must
also undergo a Criminal Record Bureau (DBS)
clearance check.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include:
•  An introduction to working with children
•  The developing child
•  Safe, healthy and nurturing environments 

for children
•  Children and play
•  Communication and professional skills 

within childcare and education
•  The childcare practitioner in the workplace
•  Supporting children with additional needs.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to a Level 3 qualification if
you achieve a C grade, or you may want to get
a job in a school, nursery, crèche or with a 
family.

CACHE DIPLOMA IN 
CARING FOR CHILDREN
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4EYFACFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you wish to develop
basic skills in caring for children or preparing
you for study on further childcare courses.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in children and a
willingness to work hard and a minimum of
Entry 3 in English.

What is covered?
On the course you will study the following
areas:
• Human growth and development 
• Food and nutrition
• Care of children
• Play and practical activities

What can this course lead to?
If you achieve the course, wish to work with
children further and meet the entry criteria,
you can study at Level 2 to gain a childcare
qualification, for example on a Level 2 
Childcare course. 

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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CHILDCARE, HEALTH
& SOCIAL CARE

LEVEL 3 IN CHILDCARE
& EDUCATION
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4EYDCEFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you enjoy working with children,
have good organisational skills, are a good team member
and can take on responsibility, showing a mature 
approach. The course prepares you to work in a 
supervisory role e.g. nursery nurse in a variety of settings
within the early years sector such as private day nurseries,
schools and children's centres.

The course may also enable you to progress on to higher
education.

What will I need?
You must undergo a DBS check and have achieved one of
the following: 4 GCSEs grade C or above, preferably 
including English and maths or science, or a Level 2 
qualification (for example a BTEC First or CACHE Level 2)
with a merit/C grade pass or above.

What is covered?
You will study a wide range of childcare and education
subjects including: promoting children's development;
children's learning and play activities; supporting 
additional needs; the development and care of babies
and supporting children's literacy.

You will also spend a significant number of hours in a
work placement over two years.

What can this course lead to?
This course is designed to help you gain employment in
nurseries (private and public sector), primary schools, 
private homes, children's wards and maternity units, 
health-related jobs or working alongside social workers.
Alternatively, you may like to progress onto a degree or
diploma course, for example nursing, teaching or child 
psychology.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress to university to study a degree
in education/teacher training or other related
subject such as nursing or child-related 
programme. The course also qualifies you for 
employment in nurseries, primary schools, 
children’s wards, maternity units and working
alongside health visitors and social workers.

LEVEL 3 BTEC NATIONAL IN
CHILDREN'S PLAY, LEARNING
& DEVELOPMENT
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4EYBNDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you enjoy working with
children, have good organisational skills, are a
good team member and can take on 
responsibility, showing a mature approach. The
course prepares you to work in a supervisory role
e.g. nursery nurse in a variety of settings within
the early years sector such as private day 
nurseries, schools and children's centres.

The course may also enable you to progress on
to university to study teaching or a degree in a
childcare related field.

What will I need?
A minimum of 4 GCSEs at grade C or above, two
of which should be core subjects (maths, English
or science).                                                                                                               

What is covered?
Subjects covered include:
•  Child development
•  Play in early years settings
•  Meeting children’s physical development, 

physical care and health needs   
•  Health and safety practice in early years 

settings.
•  Child protection
•  Diversity, equality and inclusion in the early 

years

45

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:01  Page 43



COMPUTING

& ICT
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l SYSTEMS ANALYST
l WEB DESIGNER
l SOFTWARE ENGINEER
l NETWORK MANAGER
l SYSTEMS 

ADMINISTRATOR
l DESKTOP SUPPORT

ENGINEER
l INTERNET 

ENTREPRENEUR
l PROGRAMMER
l IT CONSULTANT
l COMPUTER GAMES

DEVELOPER

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Business Administration page 32
l Apprenticeships in IT and social & digital 

media page 22
l Access to Business & Computing page 20
l Part-time courses in web design, programming, 

networking and office technology (please see our 
part-time course guide).

46

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:01  Page 44



COMPUTING 
& ICT

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1 - Cambridge National Diploma in IT Cambridge Technical Diploma

Level 2 - Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT can lead to*
- Apprenticeship in IT can lead to*

* Careers in computing e.g. web 
design, software development, IT
support or games development.

Or you can progress on to the BTEC
National in IT

Level 3

- BTEC National in IT can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in IT (Software Development) can lead to* 

and/or**
- BTEC National in IT (Network and Systems Support) can lead 

to* and/or**
- Advanced Apprenticeship in IT can lead to* and/or**
- Access to Computing with Business can lead to* and/or**

**Degrees/professional qualifications
in computing, networking, 

communications, electronics or 
similar subjects

You can study the following at 
University Centre Peterborough:

• Computer Science FdSc 
• Computing Information 

Systems BSc (Hons) 

Introduction
Re-programme your future with PRC – Whether you’re a
whizz at designing websites, or are able to quickly master
the skill of engineering software, our courses at PRC offer
numerous possibilities within the tech-world of 
computing and ICT. 

Careers in systems analysis, computer programming, 
software engineering, website design, network 
administration, network engineering and end-user 
support are a few of the possibilities available to you 
following courses in computing and ICT. Many of the 
progression routes for students are also unique to the
area; as well as progressing from Foundation to BTEC 
National level, successful students can also go on to study
for a BSc (Hons) in Computing and Information Systems at
University Centre Peterborough. We have had students
who have successfully graduated with honours degrees
who began their career studying on the BTEC First in IT.

Look what we can offer
q Fully interactive computer lab with interactive 

whiteboard facility, video conferencing, video 
editing/publishing facilities and presentation/
demonstration software.

q Strong industry focus
q Our students have completed projects that have been 

recognised and rewarded by local companies.
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CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL
DIPLOMA IN IT
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4IT1IDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is perfect if you want to get 
practical hands-on IT skills, which are ideal to
use in a real job. The course introduces 
interesting and useful skills such as using the
Internet, what a computer is, as well as
preparing you for work.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
Topics covered may include: 
•  Working in the IT industry 
•  Developing skills in IT
•  PC systems
•  Using the Internet
•  IT applications

What can this course lead to?
You may wish to progress on to a Level 2
course such as the Cambridge Technical
Diploma in IT, or you may want to use this
qualification to start your IT career.

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL
DIPLOMA IN IT
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4IT2FDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is designed to be a practical,
work-related course that will help you
achieve your full potential. The qualification
is taught as a practical hands-on programme
in the context of a real job within the IT 
sector. It also provides a good knowledge
base in order to progress to more advanced
work-related qualifications.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification at merit.

What is covered?
Topics covered may include:
•  Introduction to computer systems
•  Website development
•  Networking essentials
•  Software design and development
•  Database software

What can this course lead to?
You can take another qualification at Level 2
in an alternative subject, for example an NVQ
in Business, or you can progress on to the
Level 3 BTEC National Diploma in IT. You can
also use the skills and knowledge from this
course to apply for jobs in the IT industry.

BTEC NATIONAL IN IT 
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4IT3NBFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you would like to gain
the knowledge, understanding and skills that
you could apply to a career as an IT 
practitioner in areas such as systems support,
software engineering or web design/
programming.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including maths
and English or other Level 2 qualification 
at merit.

What is covered?
Topics covered may include: 
•  Systems support
•  Website management and development
•  Programming concepts and practice
•  Software applications
•  Installing and upgrading software
•  Maintaining computer systems

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal if you are thinking of
studying subjects such as software 
development, systems support/networking
or web design at degree level, and also offers
the skills and knowledge you will need for
employment in the IT industry.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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BTEC NATIONAL IN IT 
(SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4IT3NAFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you would like to gain
the knowledge, understanding and skills that
you could apply to a career as an IT 
practitioner in areas such as systems analysis
and design, programming and software 
engineering or web design.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including maths
and English or other Level 2 qualification at
merit.

What is covered?
Topics covered may include: 
•  Introduction to software and games 

development
•  Systems analysis and design
•  Applications software development
•  Website management and development
•  Programming concepts and practice
•  Visual programming
•  Human computer interface
•  Software applications
•  Graphics and animation

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal if you are thinking of 
studying subjects such as software 
development or web design at degree level,
and also offers the skills and knowledge you
will need for employment in the IT industry.

BTEC NATIONAL IN IT 
(NETWORK & SYSTEMS
SUPPORT)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4IT3NCFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you would like to gain
the knowledge, understanding and skills that
you could apply to a career as an IT practitioner
in the area of ICT systems support and 
networking.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including maths
and English or other Level 2 qualification at
merit.

What is covered?
Topics covered may include: 
•  IT technical support
•  Maintaining computer systems
•  Installing and upgrading software
•  Managing networks
•  Communication technologies
•  Networking technologies

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal if you are thinking of 
studying subjects such as ICT systems support
of networking at degree level, and also offers
the skills and knowledge you will need for 
employment in the IT industry.

COMPUTING & ICT

49

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:01  Page 47



CONSTRUCTION
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l CIVIL ENGINEER
l PROJECT MANAGER
l CARPENTER
l BRICKLAYER
l PLUMBER
l ELECTRICIAN
l SURVEYOR
l ARCHITECT
l QUANTITY SURVEYOR
l SITE MANAGER
l HEALTH & SAFETY 

OFFICER
l TOWN PLANNER
l PROPERTY DEVELOPER
l DESIGN ENGINEER

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Part-time BTEC Nationals in Construction/Civil 

Engineering (please see our part-time course guide)
l Part-time practical courses in plumbing, carpentry and 

bricklaying (please see our part-time course guide)
l Apprenticeships in electrical installations, 

plumbing, trowel occupations and carpentry and 
joinery page 22
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CONSTRUCTION

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1

- C&G in Bricklaying Level 1
- C&G in Carpentry & Joinery Level 1
- C&G Level 1 Plumbing
- C&G Level 1 Diploma in Basic Construction Skills
- C&G Level 1 Diploma in Electrical Installations can lead to*

*Careers in construction e.g. plumber,
surveyor, electrician, civil 

engineer, architect or carpenter

Level 2

- C&G in Bricklaying Level 2 can lead to*
- C&G in Carpentry & Joinery Level 2 can lead to*
- C&G Level 2 Plumbing can lead to*
- BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Construction can lead to*
- Apprenticeship in Carpentry & Joinery, Brickwork and 
Plumbing  can lead to*

- C&G Level 2 Diploma in Electrical Installations can lead to*

Level 3

- BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Construction and the Built
Environment (Construction/Civil Engineering/Building 
Services can lead to* and/or**

- Advanced Apprenticeship in Carpentry & Joinery, Electrical 
Installations, Brickwork and Plumbing can lead to* and/or**

**Degrees/professional qualifications
in construction, planning, 

architecture or civil 
engineering subjects.

You can study the following at 
University Centre Peterborough: 

Integrated Engineering. As well as a
range of professional building 

qualifications here at PRC
Level 4/5 - HND in Civil Engineering can lead to* and/or**

- HND in Construction can lead to* and/or**

Introduction
Build a brighter future with PRC – Our construction
courses offer learning in all aspects of construction.
Whether it is civil engineering, surveying or architecture,
we provide employers and learners alike with firm 
foundations for future success. 

Look what we can offer
q Surveying and soil analysis equipment, 

hydraulics, technical drawing studio, computer 
suite, CAD facilities

q All staff in the construction section have 
specialisms in construction management, civil 
engineering, surveying and building services.
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LEVEL 1 C&G IN BRICKLAYING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4CNBF1FA$

Who is it for?
This basic bricklaying programme is designed
for anyone looking to start a career in the 
brickwork industry. The course covers topics
such as mixing materials, fixing components
and setting out for construction. The course 
offers excellent preparation for further training
or as the first step of your brickwork career.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
The course covers a range of brickwork/ 
construction topics such as, mixing materials,
set out, cut and lay and fix construction 
components.

What can this course lead to?
The course is ideal preparation for further 
practical training (progression to a full-time
Level 2 Diploma or an Apprenticeship 
programme). You may also use the qualification
to take your first steps into a career in 
construction.

LEVEL 2 C&G IN 
BRICKLAYING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4CNBF2FA$

Who is it for?
Progression from a Level 1 full-time 
bricklaying programme designed for anyone
looking to continue a career in the brickwork
industry. The course covers topics such as 
mixing materials, fixing components and 
setting out for construction. The course offers
excellent preparation for continued training or
as the next step of your brickwork career.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit level including
a grade D in maths.

What is covered?
The course covers a range of brickwork/
construction topics such as, mixing of materials,
set out, cut and lay and fix construction 
components.

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal preparation for further 
practical training (progression to an 
Apprenticeship programme). You may also use
the qualification to take further steps into a 
career in construction.

LEVEL 1 C&G IN 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4CNCF1FA$

Who is it for?
This basic carpentry programme is designed
for anyone looking to start a career in the 
carpentry industry. The course covers topics
such as setting out, manufacturing and fixing
components for construction. The course 
offers excellent preparation for further 
training or as the first step of your carpentry
career.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
The course covers a range of carpentry/
construction topics such as:
•  Hand tools
•  Portable power tools
•  Basic woodworking joints
•  Manufacturing of routine joinery products

What can this course lead to?
The course is ideal preparation for further
practical training (progression to a full-time
Level 2 Diploma or an  Apprenticeship 
programme). You may also use the 
qualification to take your first steps into a 
career in construction.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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CONSTRUCTION

LEVEL 2 C&G IN 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4CNCF2FA$

Who is it for?
Progression from a Level 1 full-time 
carpentry programme designed for anyone
looking to continue a career in the carpentry
industry. This course covers topics such as 
fixing components and setting out for 
construction. The course offers excellent
preparation for continued training or as the
next step of your carpentry career.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit level 
including a grade D in maths.

What is covered?
The course covers a range of carpentry/
construction topics such as, setting out 
cutting and fixing construction components
i.e. partitions, hanging doors, timber floors.

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal preparation for further
practical training (progression to an 
Apprenticeship programme). You may also
use the qualification to take further steps
into a career in construction.

C&G LEVEL 1 PLUMBING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4CNPF1FA$

Who is it for?
This full-time plumbing programme is 
designed for those looking to start a career in
the plumbing industry. The course will cover
aspects of the modern day plumbing and
building services, and the techniques used
for joining pipe work and setting out 
installations. The course offers excellent
preparation for further training or the 
foundation for a career in plumbing, heating
and ventilation.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
Health and safety, environmental awareness,
fabricating pipework for plumbing and 
heating systems, heating control and 
electrical supplies.

What can this course lead to?
The course is ideal preparation for further
practical training (progression to a full-time
Level 2 Diploma or an Apprenticeship 
programme). You may also use the 
qualification to take your first steps into a 
career in plumbing.
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BTEC LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA 
IN CONSTRUCTION
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4CNL2DFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for you if you want to
work in careers such as town planning,
architectural design, surveying, carpentry
and joinery, brickwork or site technician. The
course covers both practical and theory to
help you develop construction skills in 
bricklaying, carpentry and plumbing as well
as more technical skills such as health and
safety and construction science.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit including a
grade D in maths.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include: 
•  Introduction to the construction industry
•  Carpentry and joinery
•  Trowel occupations (covering bricklaying 

and plastering)
•  Building services (covering plumbing and 

electrical installations)

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to the full-time BTEC Level 3
Diploma in Construction or go into 
employment in the construction industry
and return to study on a part-time Level 3
course. Also, because this course develops
the skills that employers are looking for, you
can choose from a whole range of craft or
technical careers and possibly continue your
studies on an Apprenticeship programme.

C&G LEVEL 2 PLUMBING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4CNPF2FA$

Who is it for?
Progression from a Level 1 full-time plumbing
programme designed for anyone looking to 
continue a career in the plumbing industry. The
course offers excellent preparation for continued
training or as the next step of your plumbing 
career.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1 
qualification preferably at merit level including a
grade D in maths.

What is covered?
• Understand and carry out safe working 

practices in plumbing
• Understand how to apply environmental 

protection measures in the plumbing industry
• Understand the roles, responsibilities and 

procedures in plumbing
• Understand how to apply scientific principles 

within plumbing

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to the full-time BTEC Level 3
Diploma in Building Services or go into 
employment in the construction industry and 
return to study on a part-time Level 3 course. Also,
because this course develops the skills that 
employers are looking for, you can choose from a
whole range of craft or technical careers and 
possibly continue your studies on an 
Apprenticeship programme.

C&G LEVEL 1 DIPLOMA IN 
BASIC CONSTRUCTION SKILLS
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4CNL1DFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal as an introduction to the wide
range of practical construction careers available. You
will gain experience in a wide range of craft trades
(e.g. carpentry, electrical, plumbing and brickwork) 
as well as learning about the roles of professionals/
technicians in construction such as architects, 
surveyors, town planners or property managers.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a 
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
You will study a range of basic construction 
topics including:
•  Working in construction
•  Developing skills and working safely in

construction
•  Developing joinery skills
•  Developing building services skills (plumbing 

and electrical)
•  Developing trowel skills (bricklaying)

What can this course lead to?
You have several choices available to you. You can
join the BTEC Level 2 First Diploma in Construction to
help progress on to a technical professional career
and gain additional craft experience or go straight
into employment within the craft sector. Because
BTEC students develop the skills that employers are
looking for, you could choose to continue your 
studies on an Apprenticeship programme in the
construction craft sector (e.g. plumbing, electrical,
carpentry or brickwork).

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest

54

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:01  Page 52



Who is it for?
This advanced course is ideal for anyone who
wishes to pursue a technical/professional career
in the construction industry such as architecture,
building design, construction management,
building surveying, quantity surveying, property
management, land administration, land 
surveying, town planning, civil engineering, 
estimating or building services.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including maths,
English and science or other Level 2 qualification
preferably at merit.

What is covered?
There are three routes available depending on
your future career preference, these are:
•  Level 3 Diploma in Construction 
•  Level 3 Diploma in Civil Engineering
•  Level 3 Diploma in Building Services.

CONSTRUCTION

Subjects covered include: 
•  Construction and the environment
•  Construction technology and design
•  Surveying
•  Building technology
•  Graphical detailing
•  Measuring, tendering and estimating 

processes
•  Structural mechanics
•  Building services control systems
•  Building services science
•  Further maths
•  Hot water heating
•  Plumbing technology
•  Electrical principles

What can this course lead to?
You could progress on to a HNC or HND in 
Construction, Civil Engineering or Building 
Services, or you could study other subjects such
as town planning, architecture or surveying. You
can also use this qualification to go straight into
employment in a whole range of technical 
careers.

BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN CONSTRUCTION AND THE
BUILT ENVIRONMENT (CONSTRUCTION/CIVIL 
ENGINEERING/BUILDING SERVICES)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4CNND1FA$
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C & G  LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4CN233FA$

Who is it for?
This course covers industrial, commercial and
domestic electrical installations and is ideal if
you are interested in a career as an electrician.
You will spend a large amount of time in a 
simulated working environment and will need
to be physically fit and not afraid of working at
heights.

This course offers a Level 2 in Performing 
Electrical Operations, which at present can be
wholly achieved within our workshops. This is a
nationally recognised qualification for the
Building Services industry and could assist in
gaining employment in the electrical industry.

What will I need?
You will need 3 GCSEs at grade D or above, in
maths, English and a science related subject or
completion of the Level 1 Electrical Installations
Course.

What is covered?
The course covers a number of the practical
skills you will need to start your career in the
electrical industry. This includes:
• Using and communicating technical 

information
• Computer aided design
• Wiring and testing electrical circuits
• Installing electrical wiring support systems

What can this course lead to?
You will be able to work in the electrical 
industry and also continue training towards
NVQ Level 3 to qualify fully as an electrician. To
become a fully qualified electrician you must
achieve a recognised City & Guilds qualification
and the NVQ Level 3. The practical skills for
these awards must be achieved in the 
workplace.

C & G  LEVEL 1 DIPLOMA IN
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4CN234FA$

Who is it for?
The course covers industrial, commercial, and
domestic installations and is ideal if you are 
interested in a career as an electrician. You will
spend time in our simulated working 
environment.

The course offers a City and Guilds Level 1
which is undertaken both in the classroom and
workshop and can lead to opportunities for 
further progression or employment.

What will I need?
You will need 3 GCSEs at grade E or above, in
maths, English and a science related subject.

What is covered?
The course will cover a number of practical
skills you will need to start your career.
This includes:
•  Understanding the Electrical/Construction 

industry
•  Site preparation
•  Electrical installation wiring
•  Basic hand skills
•  Electrical science and technology

What can this course lead to?
Progression onto the City & Guilds Level 2 
full-time programme or employment as an
electrical apprentice where you will undertake
the City & Guilds Level 3 qualification.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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CONSTRUCTION
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HND IN CIVIL
ENGINEERING
2 YEARS/LEVEL 4-5
4CNHDEHA$

Who is it for?
The HND in Civil Engineering is a full-time course
at an intermediate undergraduate level. It offers a
broad base of civil engineering subjects with 
specialist options, allowing you to adapt the
course to your particular career ambitions. If you
are working within the civil engineering field or
have ambitions of working in this area in a 
professional, managerial, or technical capacity,
then this course is for you. 

The continued development and regeneration of
towns and cities in the UK is expected to lead to a
continuous demand for suitably qualified 
professionals across all construction and civil 
engineering disciplines. This qualification is 
equivalent to two years of undergraduate study
and allows progression to a full degree. HNDs are
substantially coursework/project based and are 
designed to equip students with the knowledge,
understanding and skills required for the civil 
engineering sector. 

What will I need?
You will need 120 UCAS tariff points. All 
applicants must show that they have a good level
of spoken or written English, and if English is not
your first language you’ll need to demonstrate the
ability to study in English. Applicants who do not
meet the standard entry criteria but have relevant
work/life experience will be considered on an 
individual basis and may be invited to interview.

What is covered?
Year 1 modules
•  Design Principles and Application 
•  Science and Materials 
•  Applied Mathematics 
•  Health, Safety and Welfare 
•  Civil Engineering Technology
•  Contractual Procedures and Procurement 
•  Project Management 
•  Site Surveying Procedures

Year 2 modules 
•  Management Principles and Application 
•  Group Project 
•  Engineering Geology and Soil Mechanics 
•  Structural Analysis and Design 
•  Law and Contract
•  Advanced Civil Engineering
•  Hydraulics Principles and Applications
•  Transportation

What can this course lead to?
Students have gone on to careers in the civil 
engineering industry, either in a professional, 
managerial or technical capacity. Successful 
students may also wish to continue their studies and
go on to a BSc in Civil Engineering. You may also
progress to further study towards professional body
membership, such as the Institute of Civil 
Engineering (ICE) or the Institute of 
Structural Engineers ( IStructE). 

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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What is covered?
Year 1 modules
•  Design Principles and Application 
•  Science and Materials 
•  Health, Safety and Welfare 
•  Technology of Complex Buildings
•  Contractual Procedures and Procurement 
•  Project Management 
•  Building Control Procedures and Legislation
•  Site Surveying Procedures

Year 2 modules 
•  Applied Mathematics 
•  Management Principles and Application 
•  Group Project 
•  Construction and Maintenance of Buildings 
•  Building Services Design Installation and 

Maintenance 
•  Conversion and Adaption of Buildings 
•  Environmental Impact of Construction 
•  Economics   

What can this course lead to?
Students have gone on to careers in the 
construction industry, either in a professional, 
managerial or technical capacity in construction
management, quantity surveying, building 
surveying or estate management. Successful 
students may also wish to continue their studies and
go on to a BSc in Construction/Construction 
Management. You may also progress to further study
towards professional body membership, such as the 
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) or the 
Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists
(CIAT). 

HND IN CONSTRUCTION
2 YEARS/LEVEL 4-5
4CNHDCHA$

Who is it for?
The HND in Construction is a full-time course at
an intermediate undergraduate level. It offers a
broad base of traditional construction subjects
with specialist options, allowing you to adapt the
course to your particular career ambitions. If you
are working within the construction field or have
ambitions of working in this area in a professional,
managerial, or technical capacity, then this course
is for you. 

The continued development and regeneration of
towns and cities in the UK is expected to lead to a
continuous demand for suitably qualified 
professionals across all construction disciplines.
This qualification is equivalent to two years of 
undergraduate study and allows progression to a
full degree. HNDs are substantially coursework/
project based and are designed to equip students
with the knowledge, understanding and skills 
required for the construction sector. 

What will I need?
You will need 120 UCAS tariff points. All 
applicants must show that they have a good level
of spoken or written English, and if English is not
your first language, you will need to demonstrate
the ability to study in English. Applicants who do
not meet the standard entry criteria but have 
relevant work/life experience will be considered
on an individual basis and may be invited to 
interview.

CONSTRUCTION
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ENGINEERING
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l DESIGN ENGINEER
l AERONAUTICAL 

ENGINEER
l MOTOR RACING PIT 

CREW
l COMPUTER AIDED

DESIGNER
l MAINTENANCE 

ENGINEER
l MOTOR MECHANIC
l ELECTRONIC ENGINEER

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Apprenticeships in motor vehicle and 

engineering page 22
l Construction page 50
l Part-time courses in engineering, electrical 

installations and motor vehicle 
(please see our part time course guide)

l Did you know you can study for a degree 
in Engineering and Integrated Engineering at 
PRC or University Centre Peterborough?
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ENGINEERING

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Entry 3 - Introduction to Vehicle Technology

*Careers in engineering e.g. 
technician, product developer, 

mechanic, automotive engineer 
or designer

Level 1 - Engineering Level 1
- Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance

Level 2

- Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance and 
Repair Principles can lead to*

- Apprenticeship in Fabrication & Welding can lead to*
- Level 2 Diploma in Engineering & Technology 
can lead to*

Level 3

- Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance & Repair 
Principles can lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Electrical & Electronic Engineering can 
lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Engineering (Mechanical) can lead to* 
and/or**

- Advanced Apprenticeship in Mechanical 
Manufacturing can lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Aeronautical Engineering can lead to* 
and/or**

**Degrees/professional qualifications
in engineering, electronics, 
manufacturing, integrated 

engineering or technical subjects.

*Careers in engineering  

You can study the 
following at University Centre 

Peterborough: 
integrated engineering

Introduction
Engineer your future with PRC – Our Engineering
courses develop students in all corners of the industry.
From design and electronic engineering, to motor 
mechanics and control systems, we provide learning of all
the essential skills necessary in this competitive and 
demanding trade.

Look what we can offer
q Modern mechanical workshop for milling, turning 

and fitting
q Robotics and CAD/CAM facilities
q AutoCAD training suite
q MOT standard motor vehicle workshop
q Analogue and digital electronic workshops
q Materials testing facilities
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ENGINEERING LEVEL 1
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4ENFL1FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you want to work in 
electrical/mechanical maintenance engineering,
apply for an Apprenticeship or go on to an 
advanced course in engineering.

What will I need?
You will need to have an interest in working in
the engineering industry and a willingness to
work hard.

What is covered?
The introductory engineering course covers a
wide range of basic engineering subjects which
aims to give the learner a wide range of skills
which will be used in their future careers.

The initial mandatory unit covers safe working
practices in engineering and gives the learner an
initial understanding of the regulations used in
the engineering industry. The other units which
make up this qualification cover practical skills
backed up by theory to give the learner some
basic practical skills in engineering. The learner
will cover machining, welding and fabrication,
giving them the chance to learn manufacturing
skills as well as vehicle maintenance and 
pneumatics.

The practical units are taught alongside maths,
science and customer service to provide the
learner with a sound basic knowledge of 
engineering principles.

What can this course lead to?
You can apply for a variety of engineering 
qualifications such as BTEC Firsts, NVQ Level 2, an
Apprenticeship or go into employment.

LEVEL 2 VRQ DIPLOMA IN 
ENGINEERING AND 
TECHNOLOGY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4ENFDEFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you want to work in 
engineering maintenance or manufacture, apply
for an Apprenticeship or go on to an advanced
level course in engineering.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above including maths 
and science or other Level 1 qualification 
preferably at merit.

What is covered?
Core modules:
•  Engineering environment awareness
•  Engineering techniques
•  Engineering principles
Specialist modules:
•  Electrical & electronic systems and 

devices
•  Fitting & assembly techniques
•  PC maintenance
•  Mathematics

The optional modules are chosen by the 
College to reflect the needs of local 
employers.

What can this course lead to?
This course will help you to apply for a variety 
of engineering qualifications such as BTEC 
Nationals or an Apprenticeship programme or 
go into employment at technician level.

BTEC NATIONAL IN ELECTRICAL
AND ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4ENNDEFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are looking for 
employment in electrical, electronic or computer 
engineering or would like to go on to study at 
degree level. You will cover advanced engineering
subjects such as micro-processor systems, software
development and electrical technology.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including maths, 
English and science or other Level 2 qualification
preferably at merit.

What is covered?
This advanced course is a well-balanced mix of 
practical and academic work with access to 
well-equipped electronics and computer 
laboratories. Subjects covered include: 
•  Mechanical principles
•  Electrical and electronic principles
•  Micro-processor systems
•  Electronic devices & circuits
•  Analogue electronics
•  Electrical technology
•  Micro-controllers
•  Programmable controllers

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal as an entry qualification for 
university and higher education courses in 
electronics or computer engineering, such as the
BEng (Hons) Integrated Engineering available in 
Peterborough. The course can also be used to go
into employment as a trainee technician in a variety
of engineering fields.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest

62

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:01  Page 60



ENGINEERING

BTEC NATIONAL IN 
ENGINEERING (MECHANICAL)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4ENNDMFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you would like to work in 
design engineering, product development, 
engineering manufacture, managing engineering
maintenance or progress on to university courses in
engineering. The course covers many advanced 
engineering subjects in fields as varied as 
mechanical principles, electrical and electronic 
principles, engineering drawing and health & safety.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including maths, 
English and science or other Level 2 qualification
preferably at merit. 

What is covered?
You will study a wide range of advanced 
engineering topics, including: 
•  Mechanical principles
•  Electrical and electronic principles
•  Engineering materials
•  Mechanical technology
•  Electronics
•  Engineering drawing
•  Engineering design
•  Programmable controllers

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal as an entry qualification for 
university and higher education courses in 
electronics or computer engineering, such as the
BEng (Hons) Integrated Engineering available in 
Peterborough. Alternatively, you can use this 
advanced course to start your career in fields such as
design engineering, product development or 
engineering manufacture.

BTEC NATIONAL IN 
AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4ENNDAFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are looking for 
employment in the aviation sector whether 
military or civil or for those who wish to progress
into higher education to study a Foundation or
Honours Degree. The course covers advanced 
engineering subjects such as electrical principles,
theory of flight, aircraft mechanical science and
jet engines.

What will I need?
4 or more GCSEs at A*-C grade including maths,
English and science, or BTEC First at merit grade,
or an NVQ2.

You will also need to attend an interview to make
sure the course is right for you. If you have other
qualifications and/or relevant experience you will
be fully considered and may still be able to study
for the course.

What is covered?
This advanced course will include a mix of 
theoretical and practical units designed to offer a
good grounding in airframes, engines and 
avionics.

Subjects covered include: 
•  Aircraft materials and hardware 
•  Theory of flight
•  Principles and applications of aircraft 

mechanical science
•  Aircraft electronic devices and circuits
•  Aircraft radio and radar principles

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal as an entry qualification for
university and higher education courses in
avionics, aerospace or engineering. The course
will allow you to progress into employment in
the aerospace industry as a technician in a 
variety of aviation and engineering disciplines. 

CASE STUDY
Charlotte Wilson
BTEC National in Aeronautical
Engineering

“During my first year at Peterborough
Regional College I learnt a lot about
different ways of learning and my own
level of ambition. This was further
supported by the lecturers I had who
continued to support and advise in areas
I was struggling in and explained things I
was unsure about. I made a great deal of
progress in the aeronautical engineering
diploma, achieving a distinction at the
end of the first year which I was really
pleased with. 

The College is a pleasant working
environment with a large amount of
resources and facilities available. I’ve
made many new friends by joining the
College and hope to continue to succeed
here and enjoy the time and subjects I
am given”.

Charlotte completed her course with a
D*D*D* grade and has now gained an
Apprenticeship with British Aerospace as
an aeronautical engineer.
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INTRODUCTION TO VEHICLE
TECHNOLOGY (QCF)
1 YEAR/Entry 3
4ENVMEFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for school leavers who wish to
develop their skills and gain a recognised motor
vehicle qualification which can lead to further
training and education within the motor industry.

What will I need?
You will need a genuine interest in this subject and
a willingness to work hard in a challenging 
profession.

What is covered?
Topics covered include: 
•  Vehicle construction basic routine maintenance
•  Identification of tyres, brakes, steering and 

suspension systems
•  Identification of engines and engine components
•  Identification of transmission systems and 

transmission related components
• Identification of electrical components and 

related systems

This qualification is also accredited as a technical
certificate for use with the NVQ and/or 
Apprenticeship programmes.

What can this course lead to?
Successful completion of this course may lead on
to Level 1 qualifications such as the Level 1
Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance & Repair
Principles or an Apprenticeship programme.

LEVEL 1 DIPLOMA IN LIGHT
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE (QCF)
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4ENVMDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is a natural progression from the 
introductory level qualification for students who
wish to increase their knowledge and practical
skills ready for employment. The course covers
more advanced motor vehicle subjects such as
chassis technology, engines, transmission and
electrical and electronic technology.

What will I need?
2 GCSEs at grade D or above or completion of 
the Introduction to Vehicle Technology Entry 3
course. Entry may also be gained through 
extensive industrial experience.

What is covered?
Topics covered include:
•  Vehicle construction and routine maintenance
•  Operating principles of tyres, brakes, steering 

and suspension systems
•  Operating principles of engines
•  Operating principles and maintenance of 

electrical and electronic systems

This qualification is also accredited as a technical
certificate for use with the NVQ and/or 
Apprenticeship programmes.

What can this course lead to?
This course may offer an entry route to 
Apprenticeship programmes. It is also highly 
regarded by employers and can help you gain
employment in a number of motor vehicle roles.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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ENGINEERING

LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN LIGHT
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE & 
REPAIR PRINCIPLES
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4ENVMCFA$

Who is it for?
This course is a natural progression from the Level
1 qualification for students who wish to increase
their knowledge and practical skills ready for 
employment. The course covers more advanced
motor vehicle subjects such as chassis 
technology, engines, transmission and electrical
and electronic technology.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above and completion of
Level 1 Diploma in Light Vehicle Maintenance
(QCF) or equivalent. Entry may also be gained
through extensive industrial experience.

What is covered?
The course provides you with the practical skills
and knowledge you will need to work in the
motor industry, including: 
•  Chassis technology
•  Engines technology
•  Transmission technology
•  Electrical and electronic technology
•  General aspects

What can this course lead to?
This course may offer an entry route to 
Apprenticeship programmes. It is also highly 
regarded by employers and can help you gain
employment in a number of motor vehicle roles.

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN LIGHT
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE & 
REPAIR PRINCIPLES
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4ENML3FA$

Who is it for?
Anyone who wishes to develop occupational
knowledge and progress into the motor industry.
This course focuses on complex system fault 
diagnosis and advanced systems operation, i.e.
faults that involve the interaction of more than
one vehicle system and require an in-depth 
investigation.

What will I need?
Assessed on an individual basis by interview.  It is
essential to have a Level 2 qualification in Motor
Vehicle Studies (or equivalent). Also you should
have 3 GCSEs at grade C or above in maths and a
science subject, plus a comprehensive knowledge
of motor vehicle maintenance and repair. 
Practical motor vehicle work experience through
your studies would be an advantage.

What is covered?
A combination of technology and 
workshop-based learning including:
• Advanced braking, steering, and suspension 

systems 
• Advanced engine operations and fault diagnosis 
• Advanced transmission systems and fault 

diagnosis 
• Auxiliary systems and complex fault finding 

techniques 

Level 3 focuses on complex system fault diagnosis
and advanced systems operation, i.e. faults that
involve the interaction of more than one vehicle
system and require an in-depth knowledge to 
enable accurate diagnosis to be made.

What can this course lead to?
Possible employment in the motor industry. 
Further study at a higher level*. Acquired 
transferable skills to other engineering areas.

*Additional qualifications may be required for progression to
higher education.
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ENTRY LEVEL &
SUPPORTED LEARNING

LEARNING FOR LIVING
GROUP 1
1 YEAR/ENTRY LEVEL
4ILL1AFA$

Who is it for?
This course has been designed to meet the needs
of anyone who may be living, or who intends to
live in supported or non-supported 
accommodation. The course provides 
opportunities for you to work on personal, social,
independent living and communication skills.

What will I need?
To study this course you should have an interest
in becoming more independent and also you
should like the idea of coming to College to meet
new people and improve your confidence.

What is covered?
You will work towards a qualification in personal
progress. This includes the following topics: 
•  Literacy (English), numeracy (maths), ICT 

(computers)
•  Independent living skills; skills for the workplace
•  Community participation skills
•  Getting on with other people
•  Your rights and responsibilities
•  Engaging with the world around you
•  Developing self-awareness
•  Developing hobbies and interests
•  Music and drama

What can this course lead to?
You may be able to progress on to other entry
level programmes at College, such as Learning for
Living - Group 2 or Learning for Work - Group 1.

LEARNING FOR LIVING GROUP 2
1 YEAR/ENTRY LEVEL
4ILL1ZFA$

Who is it for?
This course is specifically designed for anyone who
is living, or who intends to live, in supported or 
non-supported accommodation or independently
in the community.  The programme is ideal to 
develop your confidence and prepare you for living
independently.

What will I need?
You will want to increase your independence and a
willingness to be involved in a work experience
project, enterprise activity or voluntary work. You
should also have the potential to travel 
independently to and from College and be able to
be independent at college.

What is covered?
You will work towards a qualification which will 
include the following areas: 
•  Community action
•  Healthy living
•  Preparation for work
•  Managing own money
•  Parenting awareness
•  Making the most of leisure time
•  Environmental awareness
•  Using technology in the home and community
•  Personal safety in the home and community

You will work towards a Certificate in Life Skills and
functional skills in maths and English.

What can this course lead to?
This course is specifically designed to help develop
your confidence and independence and prepare
you for independent living.

Introduction
Our Entry Level programmes offer a range of 
opportunities for students with learning 
difficulties and provide a caring and supportive
environment in which to study. All students work
in small groups and progress at a pace suitable to
their individual learning goals. A host of activities
are organised to encourage and increase 
independence, including supervised visits to local
sites and facilities of interest to the learners. 
Students receive an individual induction 
programme and the College welcomes contact
with parents and liaises closely with local schools,
offering taster sessions to help students with their
transition to college.

Look what we can offer
q Realistic working/living environments

including a shop outlet open to the public 
(Practically Perfect Shop), where you can make 
and sell project items e.g. potted plants, 
greetings cards and decorative ornaments as 
well as selling a wide range of nearly new and 
used products.

q A massive range of industry standard facilities 
available across all our course areas, including 
catering kitchens, carpentry workshops and 
art and design studios.

q A real life house designed and constructed by 
learners for exclusive use to develop your 
independent living skills.
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LEARNING FOR WORK 
GROUP A
1 YEAR/ENTRY LEVEL
4ILLWLFA$

Who is it for?
This course is designed to prepare you for a range of
work opportunities in or outside of College. The course
will help you develop your confidence and personal 
independence and also offers you the chance to take
part in work experience as part of your programme. The
course also benefits from links with supported 
employment services and the College work experience
co-ordinator.

What will I need?
You will want to increase your independence skills, the
potential to travel independently to and from College
and a willingness to be involved in a work experience 
project, enterprise activity or voluntary work.

What is covered?
You will work towards a number of qualifications at 
Entry Level 2. 
This includes topics such as:
•  Self development and developing skills for daily living
•  Healthy living
•  Community action
•  Taking part in an enterprise activity or work experience
•  Developing creative skills
•  Managing your own money
•  Parenting awareness
•  Making the most of your leisure time
•  Environmental awareness

What can this course lead to?
This course provides preparation and independence to
move into employment or maybe on to a work 
placement training scheme. It can also be used to move
in to other courses, such as the Learning for Work -
Group 2.

SKILLS FOR ADULT 
INDEPENDENCE
1 YEAR/ENTRY LEVEL
4ILSAIFA$

Who is it for?
This course is designed to meet the needs of adults
who may be living, or intending to live at home, in
sheltered accommodation or independently in the
community. The course provides the opportunity to
study a wide range of personal and practical skills for
use in everyday life.

What will I need?
This course is specifically designed for adults of 21
years or over who are able to travel independently.
You will also need to attend a short, informal 
interview with your tutor before starting the course.

What is covered?
You will work towards an Entry Level Certificate in
Life Skills, covering skills such as:      
•  Communication
•  Computers and ICT
•  Learning skills; numeracy (maths)
•  Literacy (English); personal skills
•  Community awareness and developing social 

skills
•  Enterprise work skills

You may also have the opportunity to take part in
work experience or voluntary work, either in the 
College or in the community.

What can this course lead to?
You could progress on to a voluntary work 
placement or a supported work placement. The
course is also excellent preparation for further study
at Level 1.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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ENTRY LEVEL &
SUPPORTED LEARNING

INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENTRY 3
1 YEAR/ENTRY LEVEL
4ILWL3FA$

Who is it for?
This course is designed to prepare you for a range
of work opportunities in or outside of the College.
The course will help you develop your confidence
and personal independence. The course provides
the opportunity to study a wide range of subjects
such as independent living skills, personal 
development and progression work.

What will I need?
You will need to have completed a full Entry 2
programme either at college or an equivalent
course at another college.

What is covered?
You will work towards a number of recognised
qualifications and cover skills such as:
•  Drug and alcohol awareness
•  Managing social relationships
•  Managing own money
•  Independent living skills
•  Preparation for work
•  Enterprise and competition skills
•  Personal and social development
•  Literacy (English) and numeracy (maths)

What can this course lead to?
You could progress on to voluntary or a paid work
placement within your local community. The
course is also excellent preparation for further
study at college on a wide range of vocational
courses or the Inclusive Learning Level 1 course.

INCLUSIVE LEARNING LEVEL 1
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4ILSPBFA$

Who is it for?
This course has been designed to meet the needs
of students who are preparing for vocational
courses within the College, but who need to 
develop more confidence in their personal and
social skills at Level 1. The course provides the 
opportunity to study a wide range of 
employability and volunteering skills which will
help you to find a job or make decisions about
the career you would like to follow.

What will I need?
You will need to have completed and passed a full
Entry 3 programme either at college or an 
equivalent course at another college.

What is covered?
You will work towards a number of recognised
qualifications and cover skills such as:
•  Career exploration
•  Understanding identity and cultural diversity
•  Applying for a job
•  Tackling problems
•  Time management and team work skills
•  Voluntary work skills
•  Enterprise and competition skills
•  Personal and social development
•  Literacy (English) and numeracy (maths)

What can this course lead to?
You could progress on to voluntary or a paid work
placement within your local community. The
course is also excellent preparation for further
study at college on a wide range of vocational
courses.
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Introduction
We have been teaching English as a Foreign/Second Language at the College
for many years. Our staff are experienced in teaching the English language skills
to meet the needs of today’s students, providing you with the language skills
you need for further study or employment in the UK or abroad.

Look what we can offer
• A well stocked Learning Resources and Library+ with private and group study 
areas plus computers with Internet access

• Internationally and nationally recognised exams
• Qualifications to help you become more independent and to fully integrate 

into the local community
• Innovative and engaging learning environments with specialist language 

teachers

Mirësevini tek Peterborough Regional College. Nëse keni dëshirë të dini më
shumë për ndonjë nga kurset tona, ju lutem ejani tek qendra jonë e 
informacionit tek Park Crescent ose na telefononi në numrin 0845 8728722.
Nëse keni dëshirë të mësoni Anglisht, qendra jonë e informacionit do të jetë në
gjendje tju këshillojë sesi të regjistroheni në ndonjë klasë anglishteje. 

Bienvenue au Peterborough Regional College. Si vous désirez vous renseigner
sur un de nos programmes, nous vous invitons à vous présenter à l’accueil 
(Information Centre), près de l’entrée donnant sur Park Crescent, ou à nous 
appeler au 0845 8728722. Le personnel de l’accueil pourra également vous 
renseigner sur les cours d’anglais ainsi que les formalités d’inscription.

Benvindo(a) ao Peterborough Regional College (Colégio Regional de
Peterborough). Se desejar obter informação mais detalhada sobre os nossos
cursos, por favor venha até ao nosso Centro de Informação, na entrada do Park
Crescent, ou ligue-nos para o tel: 0845 8728722. Se gostaria de aprender inglês,
o nosso pessoal do Centro de Informação estará em condições de o(a) 
aconselhar sobre a forma de se inscrever numa turma.

Witamy w Peterborough Regional College. Jeżeli chcesz otrzymać informacje
na temat oferowanych przez nas kursów nauki języka angielskiego, prosimy
odwiedzić nasze Centrum Informacyjne (wejście Park Crescent) lub 
skontaktować się telefonicznie pod numerem 0845 8728722. Jeśli chcesz 
podjąć naukę języka angielskiego, pracownicy naszego Ośrodka udzielą ci 
informacji na temat zapisów na odpowiedni kurs.

ESOL
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ESOL

Who is it for?
This course is for students who are resident in the UK
and plan to live and work here permanently, and
who wish to develop their language skills through an
intensive and inclusive English programme. We also
receive applications from International students for 
programmes at Entry Level 3 and above. Full-time
courses run at Entry Level 1 (beginner), Entry Level 2
(elementary), Entry Level 3 (pre-intermediate), Level
1 (intermediate) and Level 2 (upper intermediate to
advanced). 

What will I need?
There are no formal entry requirements, but all 
students are invited for an interview and test to 
assess their level of English before the course. 
International students are required to provide 
evidence of their language competency level, and
undergo an assessment/interview by phone. 

What is covered?
The course covers a wide range of topics, from your
personal and social development, travel through to
the environment and culture. Listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills, as well as grammar and
vocabulary, are developed at all levels. Every student
has the opportunity to achieve a range of language
and skills qualifications. International students may
also choose to take the Cambridge PET, FCE and CAE
exams. There are opportunities for students to take
IELTS. We have a well established enrichment 
programme including sports activities with our 
designated sports-maker and excursions to the 
surrounding countryside and historical towns and
cities.

What can this course lead to?
Each course offers the opportunity to progress to the
next level, e.g. Entry 3 leads to Level 1, and Level 1 to
Level 2. It may also be possible to progress on to
mainstream college courses, or courses at  
University Centre Peterborough, once an appropriate
level of English has been reached. You may choose
to study a mainstream programme alongside ESOL.

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)/
ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ENTRY LEVEL 1 - LEVEL 2

CASE STUDY

Hadi Abdullahi English for Speakers of
Other Languages Pre-Entry Group 2 

“Before Peterborough Regional College I was
not studying. I love to study so I wanted to
get back into it. For that reason I applied for a
course at Peterborough Regional College,
because PRC is in my opinion one of the
most supportive colleges in the region.

I always loved hairdressing and believe it is
one of the most lovable jobs in my life,
because I feel I am helping to change and
enhance peoples' individuality through their
hair styles. I particularly enjoy colouring hair,
I also enjoy inventing new styles which are
unusual and funky.

I would definitely recommend studying at
Peterborough Regional College because it
has changed my life and the tutors are
immensely friendly and helpful. Without PRC
I wouldn't be in that position where I am
now. “
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HAIR & BEAUTY
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l PHYSIOTHERAPIST
l HAIR STYLIST
l NAIL TECHNICIAN
l REFLEXOLOGY 

THERAPIST
l MAKE-UP ARTIST
l BEAUTY THERAPIST
l AROMATHERAPY

SPECIALIST
l HAIR SALON MANAGER
l RETAIL BEAUTY 

SPECIALIST
l SPORTS MASSAGE

THERAPIST
l MASSEUR

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Art & Design page 26
l Music & Performing Arts page 96
l Apprenticeships in Hairdressing page 22
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HAIR & BEAUTY

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1
- Level 1 ESOL with Hairdressing
- Level 1 in Hairdressing
- Level 1 ESOL with Beauty Therapy
- Level 1 in Beauty Therapy

* Careers in hair, beauty or 
complementary 

therapies e.g. nail 
technician, stylist, 

make-up artist, 
reflexologist or salon manager 

or an Apprenticeship in 
HairdressingLevel 2

- VRQ 2 in Hairdressing can lead to*
- NVQ2 in Beauty Therapy can lead to*
- Hair with Beauty Treatments can lead to*
- Diploma in Hair & Make-up Artistry can lead to*

Level 3
- NVQ3 in Beauty Therapy can lead to* and/or**
- VTCT Diploma in Holistic Therapies can lead to* and/or**
- VRQ Diploma in Hairdressing can lead to* and/or*
- Diploma in Make-up Artistry can lead to* and/or* **Degrees/higher level qualifications

in hair, beauty or 
complementary 

therapies

Level 4
- C&G Level 4 Diploma in Management Practice & 
Advanced Techniques in the Hair & Beauty Sector 
can leads to * and/or**

Introduction
The future’s looking good with PRC – If you have a 
creative streak and artistic flair then one of our hair &
beauty courses could be for you. Ranging from hair styling
and beauty therapy, to media make-up and holistic 
therapy, these courses promise to make a real impression
on the industry.  

Careers can range from working in a high street salon or
you could use your skills in leisure centres, spa complexes,
hotels and department stores or even on an ocean liner!
Our media make-up course also gives you the option of
working in theatre or on TV and film sets.

Look what we can offer
q A professional hair and beauty reception
q High specification hair and beauty salons open to the

public
q Industry standard equipment
q Realistic working environment reflecting changing

technology in the industry
q Opportunities to compete in national competitions
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VRQ LEVEL 2 IN HAIRDRESSING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HB2O2FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you like meeting people,
enjoy working in a team, get satisfaction from
providing a personal service and are self 
motivated with artistic flair. It is also ideal if you
would like to work as a stylist in a salon.

The course offers two routes for this qualification,
route 1 - ladies hairdressing, route 2 - gents 
hairdressing.

What will I need?
You will have successfully completed a Level 1
Diploma in Hairdressing, have good attendance,
a college reference and successful interview. 
Each student will be assessed on experience, 
suitability and must have a genuine interest in
the hairdressing industry. 

What is covered?
The course is practical and theory based and 
consists of 10 units: health and safety, 
shampooing, colouring, perming, styling, 
promoting, working with others, consultation,
creating an image and cutting.

The skills you are learning  need to be practised
outside college in order to progress and self 
develop. Work experience will also be included in
the programme.

What can this course lead to?
This course will lead you on to the VRQ Level 3 in
Hairdressing or you can take additional 
qualifications in beauty.

LEVEL 1 ESOL WITH 
HAIRDRESSING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HBESOFA$

Who is it for?
This course is aimed at ESOL students who
wish to study hairdressing alongside ESOL.
This course is for you if you enjoy meeting
people, enjoy working as a team, and are self
motivated.  This course will enable you to
work as a salon assistant in a hair salon. 

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
•  Shampoo and condition hair
•  Blow-drying
•  Manicure treatments
•  Working in the hairdressing industry

You will also work towards speaking and 
listening and functional skills.  

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study the VRQ Level 2 in
Hairdressing or an Apprenticeship, subject to
achievement and recommendation from
your course tutor. 

LEVEL 1 IN HAIRDRESSING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HBL10FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you like meeting 
people, enjoy working in a team, get 
satisfaction from providing a personal service
and are self-motivated.  This course will 
enable you to work as a salon assistant in a
hair salon.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
Topics covered include: 

•  Assist with salon reception duties
•  Shampoo and condition hair
•  Basic skincare and nailcare
•  Preparation and maintenance for work areas
•  Blowdrying and colouring skills

You will also need one functional skill in either
English, maths or ICT along with a personal 
social development unit to complete.

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study towards the VRQ Level
2 in Hairdressing, subject to achievement and
recommendation from your course tutor. Or
go on to an Apprenticeship in Hairdressing.
You may also be able to move in to 
employment as a salon assistant in a hair
salon.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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VRQ LEVEL 3 IN 
HAIRDRESSING
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4HB303FA$

Who is it for?
This one year course is a progression from
VRQ Level 2 Hairdressing. The course will 
enable you to gain more knowledge and 
understanding of hairdressing and learn
more advanced techniques. This is ideal for
you if you want to work in a salon and gain
more confidence and understanding of the
hairdressing industry.

What will I need?
You will need to have achieved the VRQ Level
2 in Hairdressing with a good record of 
attendance, good communication skills and
be confident around people. 

What is covered?
The full VRQ 3 consists of 9 units: health and
safety, shampooing, colouring, perming,
styling, consultation, creative hairdressing
skills, hair colour correction and cutting.  

The skills you are learning  need to be 
practised outside college in order to progress
and self develop. Work experience will also
be included in the programme and you will
be required to compete in the College 
competition.

What can this course lead to?
A greater understanding of the hairdressing
industry. It opens up career opportunities for
employment whilst developing your skills 
towards the stylist role.

HAIR & BEAUTY

HAIR WITH BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS
2 YEARS/LEVEL 2
4HBHB1FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you like meeting people,
enjoy working in a team, get satisfaction from 
providing a personal service and are self- 
motivated with artistic flair. It is also ideal if you
would like to work as a stylist in a salon.  

What will I need?
Good communication skills and 3 GCSEs at grade 
C or above. 

What is covered?
Year one - you will gain experience in cutting, 
colouring, shampoo and conditioning hair. 
Assessments can be carried out on family and
friends.

In year one you will gain your VRQ Level 1 
Hairdressing along with the VTCT in Make-up
Consultancy qualification. 

Year two - you will cover hairdressing topics 
including cutting, colouring, perming, 
blow-drying, reception, setting and dressing
hair, and consultation techniques.

In year two you will gain your VRQ Level 2 in
Hairdressing, along with the VTCT Manicure and
Pedicure qualification.  

What can this course lead to?
VRQ Level 3 in Hairdressing.
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LEVEL 1 BEAUTY THERAPY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HBBT1FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are interested in
beauty therapy, and would like to study this
fascinating career field in more depth in
areas such as facial work, skin care and 
make-up.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard. You will also need a
reference from work or school. 

Please note: you will need to purchase a uniform and 
beauty kit.

What is covered?
You will study: 
•  Health & safety
•  Basic manicure
•  Basic pedicure
•  Salon reception
•  Skincare
•  Photographic make-up
•  Face painting
•  Basic make-up application
•  Working with others
•  Nail art application
•  Professional image
•  Create hair and beauty image

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for the NVQ 2 in
Beauty Therapy.

LEVEL 1 ESOL WITH
BEAUTY THERAPY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are interested in
all aspects of beauty therapy combined with
gaining English language skills.

What will I need?
A reference from work or school, there is no
other qualification requirements. You will
also need to be dedicated and motivated.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include:
•   Presenting a professional image in a salon
•   Providing basic manicure treatment
•   Follow health and safety in the salon
•   Working with others in the hair and beauty 

sector
•   Skincare
•   Nail art

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for the NVQ 2 in
Beauty Therapy.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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NVQ 2 BEAUTY THERAPY 
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HBBT2FA$

Who is it for?
If you would like a career in the beauty 
therapy industry, working in such areas as 
facial treatments, manicures, pedicures and 
waxing, then this course is ideal for you. This
course is also great if you enjoy working with
people and have good communication skills.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade D or above. 
A Level 1 qualification preferably at merit
would be considered and a reference from
work or school.

What is covered?
Level 2 subjects may include: 
•  Facial work/skincare
•  Make-up/camouflage make-up
•  Lash and brow treatments
•  Waxing
•  Manicure and pedicure
•  Health & safety
•  Client care/communication
Upon successful completion of the Level 2
course you may progress on to Level 3
Beauty Therapy.

What can this course lead to?
The course naturally qualifies for 
employment in the beauty therapy 
industries. Alternatively, you may choose to
study for further qualifications in additional
therapy areas such as Level 3 Beauty Therapy
or move on to a specialised holistic course or
study on the make-up artists’ course.

Work experience will be included in the 
programme and you will also be required to
compete in the College competition.

NVQ 3 BEAUTY THERAPY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4HBB3MFA$

Who is it for?
If you would like a career in the beauty 
therapy, health farms, spas and cruise ships
industry, working in such areas as facial 
treatments, massage and electrical face and
body treatments, then this course is ideal for
you. This course is also great if you enjoy
working with people and have good 
communication skills.

What will I need?
Option 1 - Level 3 general route. You will
need 4 GCSEs at grade C or above and NVQ
Level 2 in Beauty Therapy. You will also need
a reference from work or school.

Option 2 - Level 3 massage route
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade C or above
and NVQ Level 2 in Beauty Therapy would be
an advantage along with a reference from
work or school.

What is covered?
Level 3 general route:
•  Business skills
•  Face and body electrical treatments
•  Epilation
•  Head and body massage
•  Self tanning

Level 3 massage route: 
•  Business and finance
•  Body massage
•  Pre-blended aromatherapy massage
•  Indian head massage
•  Stone therapy treatments

Work experience will be included in the 
programme and you will also be required to
compete in the College competition.

HAIR & BEAUTY

What can this course lead to?
The course naturally qualifies for 
employment in the beauty therapy 
industries. Alternatively, you may choose to
study for further qualifications in additional
therapy areas or move on to our specialised
holistic course, or study on the make-up
artists’ course.

77

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:02  Page 75



VTCT DIPLOMA IN 
HOLISTIC THERAPIES
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4HB107FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are interested in
caring for people in a practical, holistic way
and are interested in a career in holistic 
therapy. The course covers a wide range of
practical skills including body massage, 
aromatherapy massage and reflexology.

What will I need?
You will need a mature outlook and 
dedication to complete this intensive course
and a reference from work or school. You will
need 4 GCSEs at  grade C or above or a 
related qualification.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include: 
•  Massage
•  Reflexology 
•  Aromatherapy
•  Anatomy and physiology
•  Pathology 
•  Customer/consultation service
•  Health and safety

What can this course lead to?
You can progress to higher education or
other holistic areas such as sports massage
and advanced reflexology massage and other
related therapy areas.

Work experience will be included in the 
programme and you will also be required to
compete in the College competition.

DIPLOMA IN MAKE-UP
ARTISTRY COURSE
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4HBMUPFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are creative, enjoy
all aspects of make-up and are looking for a
career demonstrating make-up techniques
for specialist companies.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade C or above, or
a Level 2 hair and beauty equivalent, along
with a reference from work or school.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include: 
•  Fashion/photography
•  Make-up
•  Airbrushing make-up
•  Special effects theatre and media make-up
•  Prosthetics
•  Camouflage make-up

Work experience will be included in the 
programme and you will also be required to
compete in the College competition.

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal for progression on to a
wide range of courses including BTEC 
National in Production Arts (Make-up and
Design), NVQ Hairdressing. You may also like
to move in to employment in the make-up 
industry for example in make-up counter
demonstrations, salon work and TV/film
work.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest

DIPLOMA IN HAIR & MAKE-
UP ARTISTRY COURSE
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HBHMMFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are creative, enjoy
all aspects of make-up and are looking for a
career demonstrating make-up techniques
for specialist companies.

What will I need?
You will need at least 2 to 3 GCSEs at grade C
or above, or a Level 1/2 hair and beauty
equivalent, along with a reference from work
or school.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include: 
•  Fashion/photography
•  The art of dressing hair
•  Colour hair
•  Client consultation
•  Shampoo and condition
•  Eyelash perming
•  Make-up

What can this course lead to?
This course is ideal for progression on to a
Level 3 Diploma in Theatrical Special Effects
in Hair or Hairdressing.

78

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:02  Page 76



HAIR & BEAUTY

C&G LEVEL 4 DIPLOMA IN
MANAGEMENT PRACTICE & 
ADVANCED TECHNIQUES IN
THE HAIR & BEAUTY SECTOR
1 1/2 YEARS/LEVEL 4

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are currently 
managing your own business within the hair,
beauty, make-up and spa industries offering hair,
beauty and make up services and/or retail. If you
are managing your own clientele and wish to 
advance to managerial skills or are at present
managing a business within the hair and beauty
sector and are interested in a management 
qualification. Equally, if you have business and
management qualifications at BTEC, A Level
and/or higher education qualifications and are 
interested in managing staff within the hair and
beauty sector and marketing the hair, beauty and
make-up industry then this course is suited to
your needs also.  

What will I need?
You will need qualifications at Level 3 within hair,
beauty, make-up and/or management positions
and able to demonstrate these skills at Level 3
with the potential to progress to Level 4. It is
mandatory that you are currently working within
the industry either as a Level 3 hairdresser, beauty
therapist, make-up artist or a manager. 

You will need to commit fully to the course and at
times engage with a flexible timetable in order to
benefit from specialist speakers/training.

Specialist personal tools, equipment and 
make-up pending the pathway you choose to
study.

What is covered?
The four pathways you will study include hair, beauty,
theatrical and media make-up and management.

Some of the subjects covered will include:
• Quality management of client care in the sector
• Salon and sales management
• Management of health, safety & security in the salon
• Research in the hair and beauty sector  
• Research in the fashion, theatrical, special effects

and media make-up industry
• Marketing in the hair and beauty sector 
• Human resource management within the hair and 

beauty sector
• Chemistry of hair and beauty products
• Make and test hair beauty therapy products
• Physiology of ageing 
• Dermatology and microbiology
• Enhance appearance using micro-pigmentation  

treatment
• Apply micro-dermabrasion 
• Advanced  epilation techniques
• Laser and light treatments for hair removal
• Laser and light treatments for skin rejuvenation
• Hair colour correction
• Hair and scalp specialist services
• Manage the creation of a hair style collection
• Cultural, social and technological influences on 

beauty related industries
• Principles of studio photography
• Create, cast and apply small prosthetic pieces and 

bald caps

What can this course lead to?
You can progress to higher education or 
management within the hair, beauty and make- up
sector. You can specialise in advanced techniques 
offering specialist services at Level 4. 

You can progress to develop a career overseas, spas
(for beauty and hair pathways), television, film and
theatre (predominantly make-up and hair pathways)
and senior management within hair, beauty and
make-up industries or related industries, retail, 
public relations, human resources and marketing.
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HOSPITALITY 
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l RESTAURANT 

MANAGER
l HOTEL MANAGER
l CONFECTIONER
l CHEF DE PARTIE
l CONFERENCE &

BANQUETING 
MANAGER

l HEAD CHEF
l BAR MANAGER
l EVENT MANAGEMENT

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Travel & Tourism page 116
l Apprenticeships in Hospitality & Catering page 22

& CATERING
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HOSPITALITY &
CATERING

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1
- Hospitality with ESOL
- VRQ Diploma in Introduction to Professional Cookery
- Diploma in Developing Hospitality Industry Skills

* Careers in hospitality/catering e.g.
restaurant manager, chef, food 

scientist, bar manager or events 
co-ordinator.

Level 2
- VRQ Diploma in Professional Food and Beverage Service can 
lead to*

- VRQ Diploma in Professional Cookery can lead to*
- Level 2 Diploma in Hospitality Services can lead to*

Level 3

- VRQ Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery can 
lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Hospitality can lead to* and/or**
- Diploma in Food and Beverage Service Supervision
can lead to* and/or**

**Degrees/higher level qualifications
in hospitality, events 

management or 
catering.

Introduction
Serve up a brighter future with PRC – Our exciting
menu of options for students covers all aspects of the 
hospitality and catering trade. Whether being a head chef
takes your fancy, or if being a bar manager is more to your
taste, we offer a wide variety of teaching to all students. 

With access to our very own Parcs Restaurant, also open
to the public, students practice hospitality and catering in
real-life situations giving them immensely valuable 
experience for the future. 

Look what we can offer
q Real experience in the College’s fully licensed 

training restaurant, open to the public 
Monday to Friday

q Regular theme evenings for which students 
prepare the menus, cook, serve and host the events

q Individual work experience placements at a range 
of top local and national establishments

q Experience of providing catering services at events 
such as the University Graduation Ceremony or the 
annual College awards’ evening and the opportunity 
to compete at the highest level in national hospitality 
and catering competitions
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HOSPITALITY WITH ESOL
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HPESOFA$

Who is it for?
This course is aimed at ESOL students who
wish to study catering alongside ESOL. This
course is for you if you enjoy working with
people and food and wish to pursue a career
within the hospitality and catering industry,
or ultimately want to run your own 
hospitality and catering business.

What will I need?
Level 1 ESOL, no formal catering 
qualifications are needed, but you will need
to be enthusiastic and committed.

What is covered?
You will study a range of subjects which 
include food preparation, cooking, food 
hygiene and safety, food and beverage 
service.

What can this course lead to?
Following the Level 1 qualification you can
choose to move on to a Level 2 qualification
and then on to a Level 3 supervisory 
restaurant or kitchen qualification. Having
achieved a Level 3 qualification you can go
on to study towards a degree or equivalent 
qualification or employment in the industry
in a supervisory or management role.

DIPLOMA IN DEVELOPING
HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY
SKILLS
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HPDEVFA$

Who is it for?
This qualification is for anyone who wants to
work towards a progression to VRQ Level 1
Introduction to Professional Cookery or Level
2 Diploma in Hospitality Services.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
You will study a range of subjects including
food preparation, cooking, looking at the
hospitality industry, food safety, food and bar
service.

What can this course lead to?
This course can lead to VRQ qualifications,
Apprenticeships in hospitality and catering
or employment within the industry.

VRQ LEVEL 1 DIPLOMA IN
INTRODUCTION TO 
PROFESSIONAL COOKERY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HPVQ1FA$

Who is it for?
This qualification is designed for students
wishing to take up a career within the 
hospitality and catering industry.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard. You will also need
to be enthusiastic and committed with a
good educational background.

What is covered?
Focusing on the introduction to basic 
culinary skills, understanding the hospitality
and catering industry, health and safety, food
safety, preparation and cooking of food
within our realistic working environments.

What can this course lead to?
VRQ Level 2 Diploma in Professional Cookery,
VRQ Level 2 Food and Beverage Service or
Level 2 Diploma in Professional Cookery.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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VRQ LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN 
PROFESSIONAL COOKERY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HPVQ2FA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you enjoy working
with people and food and wish to pursue a
career within the hospitality and catering 
industry, or ultimately want to run your own
hospitality and catering business.

What will I need?
VRQ Level 1 Introduction to Professional
Cookery preferably a merit grade or an 
interview will definitely be required.

What is covered?
You will study a range of subjects to include
food preparation, cooking, kitchen design,
food hygiene and safety.

What can this course lead to?
VRQ Level 3 Diploma in Advanced 
Professional Cookery, VRQ Level 3 Diploma in
Food and Beverage Supervision or
employment in to the hospitality and 
catering industry.

HOSPITALITY & CATERING

VRQ LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN
PROFESSIONAL FOOD AND
BEVERAGE SERVICE
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HP2FBFA$

Who is it for?
This qualification is for anyone who wants to
work in front of house in a restaurant or other
food and beverage service venues.

What will I need?
A good educational background and a 
commitment to this course.

What is covered?
All restaurant service including front of
house, table and bar service. Menu planning
and design, handling and dealing with 
payments. Supervision of the restaurant, bar
and front desk. Organising and running
events throughout the academic year.

What can this course lead to?
Level 3 Diploma in Food and Beverage 
Service Supervision.
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LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN FOOD
& BEVERAGE SERVICE 
SUPERVISION
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4HPDFBFA$

Who is it for?
This qualification is for anyone who wants to
work towards a career in front of house,
restaurant and bar service within the 
hospitality industry.

What will I need?
You will need a Level 2 in Food and Beverage
Service. Be enthusiastic, committed and have
a good educational background.

What is covered?
You will study a range of subjects including
gueridon service, carving at the table to the
customers, flambé work, supervision of the
restaurant, bar area and organising events
throughout the academic year.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to the foundation 
degree within hospitality. The course is 
excellent preparation for employment into
the catering and hospitality industry. You
could also progress on to a hotel 
management programme with Concorde.

VRQ LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN
ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL
COOKERY
1 YEAR/LEVEL 3
4HPVQ3FA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal preparation if you would
like to move into a career running your own
kitchen within the hospitality industry, as a
head chef. The course will cover advanced
catering topics such as complex soups, fish,
meat and pastry products. You will also be
expected to complete three assignment
briefs.

What will I need?
You will need VRQ Level 1 Introduction to
Professional Cookery and Level 2 Diploma in
Professional Cookery preferably at merit level
or an interview will be required.

What is covered?
In-depth cookery and full preparation skills
and assignment work.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to a foundation degree,
hotel management programme. The course
is also excellent preparation for employment
in the catering and hospitality industry as a
sous chef, or chef de partie.

HOSPITALITY SERVICES
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HPNSKFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for students looking to
learn food preparation, cooking and 
restaurant service all within one qualification.
Students looking for a one year course or 
students who have gained either a Level 1 in
food preparation and cooking or a restaurant
qualification.

What will I need?
Level 1 qualification in Hospitality. 

What is covered?
Food preparation and cooking units.
Restaurant services units.

What can this course lead to?
Employment, VRQ Level 2 Diploma in Food &
Beverage and Level 3 Diploma in Food 
Service Supervision. 

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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HOSPITALITY & CATERING

Students on our hospitality and catering
courses will be able to show off their superb
cooking and serving skills by working in our
fully licenced training restaurant. They will
get the opportunity to cook and serve food
to members of the public, staff and other
students, which will provide valuable work
experience during and after their course. 

Our hospitality and catering students will get
involved in many events at the College and
also within the community including the
University Centre Peterborough graduation
ceremony, College annual awards evening
and themed nights within the restaurant
itself. 

We have had a number of previous students
do extremely well and go on to great things
including Gemma Cobb who received two
weeks work experience at Claridge’s
restaurant and former student, Daniel Smith
also secured a ful-time position at Claridge’s
after beating over 200 applicants for the role
of Commis Chef.

BTEC NATIONAL IN 
HOSPITALITY
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4HPNDHFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal if you want to progress to
university or go into hotel/restaurant 
management. This course will cover many 
aspects of the hotel industry.

What will I need?
You will need 4 GCSEs at grade C or above.

What is covered?
In-depth knowledge and skills on the 
restaurant and hotel industry.

What can this course lead to?
Progression to a foundation degree or hotel
management programme. This course is also
excellent preparation for employment in the
hospitality industry.
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LEARNER

ENGAGEMENT
Introduction
Our Accelerate and Accumulate and Pathways
courses are an ideal way to prepare for study at
college. If you’re not sure which course to
choose or don’t feel quite ready to make a 
decision about your future career just yet, why
not check out our exciting Pathway courses?
These courses are designed to give you the 
necessary skills and confidence to take the 
next step.

Look what we can offer
q Outdoor practical work
q Learn traditional skills including dry stone 

walling, hedge-laying and landscaping
q Be involved in real work projects

Also check out
q Introductory courses in each area 

(see individual course section)
q Entry Level & Supported Learning page 66
q Access to Higher Education page 20
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LEARNER ENGAGEMENT

ACCELERATE AND 
ACCUMULATE
PRE-ENTRY LEVEL - LEVEL 1
4LEAAAFA$

Who is it for?
This Level 1 course is ideal if you are undecided
about the vocational area you would like to train
in.

What will I need?
You will need to be aged between 16 and over.

What is covered?
You will have the opportunity to experience a
range of different vocational areas including:
•  Sport and fitness
•  Outdoor maintenance
•  Electrical installation
•  Hospitality and catering
•  Developing construction skills
•  Public services
•  Horticulture
•  Animal care
•  Cycle maintenance
•  Community projects

You will be supported in developing your 
numeracy and literacy skills through an 
engaging and motivational approach which will
enhance your confidence in these areas. Through
a unique and supportive tutorial system you will
become a more confident and independent
learner which will assist you in reaching all of
your goals.

You will achieve either a Level 1 Certificate in 
Vocational Studies, City and Guilds Level 1 
Bicycle Maintenance, along with a literacy and 
numeracy qualification.

What can this course lead to?
This course is an ideal starting point for a variety
of other courses, from welding to media or 
animal care to construction. You will also learn 
important employability skills and explore your
options for further training, Apprenticeships or
employment.
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RURAL SKILLS
UP TO 1 YEAR/LEVEL 1-2
4LEOAAFA$

Who is it for?
Learners who may be interested in working 
outside. Learners who prefer practical 
learning outside the classroom environment.

What will I need?
A willingness to carry out practical/physical
work on real work projects. An interest in 
the outdoors.

What is covered?
Learners will undertake real work projects in
a variety of settings e.g dry stone walling, 
hedge-laying, landscaping, bicycle 
maintenance and hurdle making. There may
be the opportunity to learn other traditional
skills such as thatching and ironmongery. 

An opportunity to gain a qualification in
countryside management, bicycle 
maintenance and dry stone walling is also
available.

What can this course lead to?
This course is an ideal starting point for a 
variety of other courses and will bring you in
contact with heritage and rural skills 
employers. You will also learn important 
employability skills and explore your options
for further training, Apprenticeships or 
employment.

ENGAGE AND PROGRESS
4LEEPAFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for young people who are 
not enrolled on a programme from September. 
It is flexible and designed to meet the needs 
and interests of individual learners. 

What will I need?
You will need to be over 16 years old. The level of
study is variable from Entry to Level 2 and suited to
each individual’s ability.

What is covered?
The course will cover a wide range of vocational and
employability skills and will help you make your 
decisions to progress into work or further learning.
Examples of study are drama, art and media, sports, 
hospitality, public services, electrical 
installation, motor vehicle and carpentry.

You will be supported in developing your 
numeracy and literacy skills through an 
engaging and motivational approach which 
will enhance your confidence in these areas.
Through a unique and supportive tutorial 
system you will become a more confident 
and independent learner which will assist you 
in reaching all of your goals. All learners will 
be involved in real work projects.

What can this course lead to?
This course is an ideal starting point to 
explore your options for further study, 
Apprenticeships or employment.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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GCSE PLUS
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4LEPTWFA$

Who is it for?
The GCSE Plus programme is designed for
16-19 year old students who wish to gain a
range of GCSE and vocational qualifications
that form the key requirement for 
progression to higher level courses including
university, alongside boosting future 
employment prospects or enhancing 
eligibility for Apprenticeships. Many students
will have some prior experience of GCSE
study and will use this course as the 
springboard to improve their grades in core 
subjects such as English, maths and science.

What will I need?
You will need at least 3 GCSEs at grade D 
(including maths and English) although the
College will consider individual 
circumstances. We will also look at your 
existing academic and attendance record.

What is covered?
The course delivers a core programme of
study to gain A*-C grades in GCSE English,
maths and science. Opportunities to study in
areas such as science, performing arts and
media, leisure and tourism, business, ICT and
the humanities may form part of the 
individual programme of study.

LEARNER ENGAGEMENT

What can this course lead to?
The course will prepare you for Level 3 
programmes within the College as well as 
ensuring increased readiness for 
employment. In terms of progression, there
would be the opportunity to study at a
higher level in areas of the College such as
applied science, medical science, forensic 
science, health and social care, art and 
design, performing arts, media, and ICT.
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MEDIA & 
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l PHOTOGRAPHER
l RADIO DJ
l CAMERA OPERATOR
l GRAPHIC DESIGNER
l FILM DIRECTOR
l MAGAZINE EDITOR
l PRODUCER
l PUBLISHER
l JOURNALIST
l TV PRESENTER
l MUSIC VIDEO 

DIRECTOR

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Art & Design page 26
l Performing Arts & Music page 96
l Apprenticeships in Marketing and 

Communication page 22
l Apprenticeships in Social & Digital Media  page 22
l Part-time photography 

(see our part-time course guide)

COMMUNICATIONS
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MEDIA &
COMMUNICATIONS

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 2
- BTEC First in Media can lead to*
- BTEC Diploma in Photography can lead to*
- BTEC First in Art & Design: Photography can lead to*

* Careers in media/
journalism e.g. 

production assistant, journalist, 
director, camera crew, 

photographer, writer or DJ.

Level 3

- BTEC National Diploma in Interactive Media - Creative Media 
can lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Journalism/Publishing can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in Radio/Audio/Sound can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in TV/Film Production can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in Photography can lead to* and/or**
- Access to Humanities and Social Sciences can lead to   
and/or**

**Degrees/higher level qualifications
in hospitality, events 

management or 
catering.

Introduction
Broadcast your future with PRC – If your interest lies
within the media sector you’ll be sure to reap the benefits
of our media courses at PRC. 

If you want to become a journalist, photographer, TV 
presenter, or even a radio DJ then we offer all of the 
relevant training and experience to get you started. With
opportunities to work within our in-house college 
magazine (S-Xpress) and our own radio station (Xpress
FM), students are able to gain first-hand work experience
at the Media & Journalism Centre which is an invaluable
asset in today’s media industry. 

Look what we can offer
q Work experience on a real magazine/radio station
q Digital and traditional photography facilities
q VHS, u-matic and digital video equipment
q Radio studio with RSL broadcast licence
q Excellent links with local and regional 

media companies
q Staff with real industry experience
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BTEC FIRST IN MEDIA
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4AMFMEFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are interested in
gaining a broad introduction to the media
and want to work within TV, publishing or
radio. This route is ideal if you do not have 5
GCSEs at grade A-C but would like to study
for the BTEC National next year.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
You will study modules in:
•  Understanding media industries and 

audiences
•  Advertising
•  Video production
•  Photography
•  Audio production 
•  Print production

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to a BTEC National in a
media-related subject, and then in to careers
including media, production, journalism or
on to further study at university in subjects
such as photography, journalism, 
film-making, media and practical 
production.

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN
INTERACTIVE MEDIA - 
CREATIVE MEDIA
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMMEIFA$

Who is it for?
Students who wish to work within multi-media and
have good visual design skills and an interest in
ICT.  You should also be interested in the
development of multi-media products and the
changing tastes and trends within the target 
audience.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above. One of these should
be either art/media or ICT/computing. First
Diploma at merit – appropriate progression from
art, media or ICT/computing.

Students will also need to bring a portfolio of 
design work to their interview.

What is covered?
•  Animation
•  Web authoring
•  Graphics
•  Design
•  Video and audio
•  Opportunities to work on real project briefs
•  An understanding of the media sector

What can this course lead to?
Employment in games design, multi-media, web
support and design or progression on to further
study. There are now some very successful degree
programmes in games design and multi-media.
This is a growing sector within the British Economy.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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MEDIA & JOURNALISM

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA
IN RADIO/AUDIO/SOUND
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNMEFA$

Who is it for?
The course is ideal for anyone who would like
to start a career in radio, audio and sound.
This advanced media, audio course provides
an excellent coverage of the media industry
including, news production for radio and
music recording. This advanced course will
provide you with various academic and 
technical skills in areas such as audio and
radio. This strand is designed to meet 
employers needs.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
The course includes:
•  Pre-production techniques
•  Communication skills for creative media

production
•  Understanding the radio industry
•  Scriptwriting for radio
•  Music based programming
•  Intro to music technology
•  Presentation techniques for creative media

production
•  Soundtrack production
•  News and commercial radio production
•  Radio drama and music recording

What can this course lead to?
With this qualification under your belt you
can easily go on to degree courses in media/
film studies, journalism, radio production and
television studies. You can also study for a
media or journalism degree at University
Centre Peterborough. The course could also
be used as the first step in careers such as a
camera operator, sound engineer or DJ.
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BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN 
JOURNALISM/PUBLISHING
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNMJFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you have an interest in
print-based journalism and wish to work for a
magazine or newspaper. This is also suitable for
the online market that is growing both in the UK
and globally.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above including 
English Language or other Level 2 qualification. 

What is covered?
The course includes:
•  Journalistic writing - features, news, 

editorials and reviews
•  Desktop publishing
•  Photography (traditional and digital)
•  Marketing and PR 
•  Web design 
•  Participate in the writing and publishing of the     

S-Xpress magazine 
•  Media theory and research skills 
•  Work experience opportunities 
•  News reporting

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to degree programmes in
subjects including journalism, media, publishing
or PR/marketing.  The course is also ideal 
preparation for employment with a magazine or
newspaper.  If you are interested in studying at
degree level, University Centre Peterborough 
offers degrees in both journalism and media.

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA
IN TV/FILM PRODUCTION
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNMTFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you have an interest
in TV, film or video production and wish to
work in the TV or film industry in roles such
as cameraman, production assistant or 
director.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification preferably at merit.  

What is covered?
The course includes:
•  Video production (scripting, filming 

and editing) 
•  Music video
•  Film studies/documentary
•  Advertising
•  Media theory and research skills
•  Work experience opportunities

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to degree study or in to
employment in video production, film or 
advertising. Degrees in media, journalism
and marketing are all available here in 
Peterborough at University Centre 
Peterborough.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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MEDIA & JOURNALISM

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA
IN PHOTOGRAPHY 
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNPHFA$

Who is it for?
This advanced, practical programme offers
you an excellent start in your career in 
photography, media or creative arts. Through
the course you cover a number of interesting
topics such as digital photography, image
manipulation with computers and studio
work.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification preferably at merit. A portfolio
of photographic/art work will need to be
brought to the interview.

What is covered?
You will learn how to use the dark room, 
develop conventional photographic 
techniques, digital photography, application
and manipulation, studio work and  
development of a strong portfolio of work
covering different types of photography.

What can this course lead to?
You could start a career as a freelance 
photographer, staff photographer with a
magazine/newspaper, designer or graphic /
digital artist. Due to the academic nature of
the course and the strong portfolio you will
develop, you can also use this course to
apply for a number of degree/HND courses in 
subjects such as art, photography, media,
journalism, etc.

BTEC FIRST IN ART & 
DESIGN: PHOTOGRAPHY 
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4AMDPHFA$

Who is it for?
This practical course is designed to develop
your interest in photography at an 
introductory level and covering  a number of
interesting topics such as digital 
photography, image manipulation with 
computers and studio work. The course can
be a really useful and practical step between
GCSEs and BTEC Nationals.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
You will learn how to use the dark room, and
develop skills in conventional photographic
techniques as well as digital photography.
You will create a portfolio of work covering
different types of photography, and
undertake core units such as drawing and 
visual studies, contextual studies and  
exploring ideas and concepts.

What can this course lead to?
This course is excellent preparation to help
you move on to a BTEC Level 3 course in 
Photography or Creative Arts subjects such
as graphics, fashion, fine art or media.
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PERFORMING
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l FILM/STAGE ACTOR
l DANCER
l ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
l MUSICIAN
l SOUND ENGINEER
l MUSIC MANAGER
l PRODUCER
l DJ
l WEST END STAR
l THEATRE MANAGER
l ARTS MARKETING 

OFFICER 
l SPECIAL EFFECTS 

CREATOR

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Art & Design page 26
l Media & Communications page 90

ARTS & MUSIC
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PERFORMING ARTS 
& MUSIC

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 2
- BTEC First in Performing Arts (Acting and Dance Pathway) 
can lead to*

- BTEC First in Music can lead to*
- BTEC First in Music Technology can lead to*

* Careers in performing arts/music
e.g. dancer, actor, director, writer, 

musician, theatre set 
designer or sound engineer

Level 3

- BTEC National in Performing Arts (Performance, Dance &
Musical Theatre) can lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Production Arts (Production) 
can lead to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Music Practice can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in Music Technology can lead to* 

and/or**

**Degrees/higher level qualifications
in performing arts and music

Introduction
Direct your future with PRC – Whether you see yourself
on the stage of the West End, or behind the scenes within
a production team, our performing arts and music
courses offer all the training necessary to decide on your
future in this industry. 

We have strong links with the local Key Theatre where our
students regularly perform and operate in professionally
staged theatre productions. The College also holds a
range of dance and music concerts throughout the year,
held at the Key Theatre, the College and other venues.

Annually, we hold a well established Festival of Visual and
Performing Arts, where students take part in workshops
and performances. We also encourage students to enter
local and national events to develop their skills and also
their portfolio. With our own theatre studio, dance studio,
music recording studio, and rehearsal rooms, these 
established programmes are great to extend your skills.

Look what we can offer
q Fully equipped, industrial standard technical theatre 

studio
q Professional standard dance studio with bars and a 

full wall of mirrors
q Fully equipped music recording, performance and 

music technology studios
q Rehearsal rooms, sound proofed recording booths 

and practice rooms and studio
q Stage design and set building workshop
q Our hall, with its lighting, sound and mechanical 

rigging
q We have exclusive rights to the facilities at the Key 

Theatre, including a studio performance theatre, 
rehearsal studio and lecture room and main theatre
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BTEC FIRST IN PERFORMING ARTS
(ACTING AND DANCE PATHWAY)
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4AMFPAFA$/4AMFPDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you have a strong desire to 
develop performance or dance skills in order to follow a
route that could lead to study at a higher level and on to
a career within the performing arts industry.  You will be
a person who is prepared to work long and unsociable
hours and strive to succeed.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1 
qualification preferably at merit. You will need to come
along for an audition before starting this course.  You
will also need to be available for evening rehearsals and
performances through this course.

What is covered?
Acting Route
Modules include:
•  Production processes 
•  Acting and dance performance projects
•  Acting and dance techniques 
•  Performing arts business

Dance Route
Modules include:
•  Contemporary dance
•  Jazz dance
•  Ballet
•  Urban and Hip-Hop

What can this course lead to?
If you pass the course at merit level, you can then apply
to progress to a BTEC National in your chosen subject
area e.g. acting, dance or technical theatre.

BTEC NATIONAL IN 
PERFORMING ARTS 
(PERFORMANCE, DANCE 
AND MUSICAL THEATRE 
PATHWAY)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMACTFA$/4AMDAM$/4AMMTH$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you enjoy creative 
theatre and want to develop the skills to enable
you to become a confident, enthusiastic and 
inspired performer. You will be prepared to work
hard and put in long hours for rehearsals in the
pursuit of excellence, both as an individual and
as part of a performance team. Students are 
encouraged to participate in live performances,
national and international competitions and
work as part of Peterborough Regional College’s
Industrial Space Theatre Company.

What will I need?
4 or more GCSEs at grade C or above; or BTEC
First at merit grade; or an NVQ2.

You will need to attend an interview and 
audition before starting this course. You will also
need to be available for evening rehearsals and
performances throughout the course.

What is covered?
Compulsory modules for all routes include:
•  Performing arts in context
•  Production, rehearsal and performance  
•  Performing arts business
•  Performance workshop 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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PERFORMING ARTS & MUSIC

What can this course lead to?
Performance Route
You can go on to study for a degree in subjects
such as performing arts (for example the BA
(Hons) Performing Arts which is offered here at
University Centre Peterborough). You may also
wish to study theatre at a specialist performing
arts academy or theatre school such as Liverpool 
Institute of Performing Arts (LIPA), London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts (LAMDA),
Goldsmiths College (University of London) or
Guildhall School of Music and Drama). The course
can also lead to work in the theatre industry as a
performer, administrator or practitioner. Careers
in arts development, community theatre or arts
youth work are also possible.

Dance Route
You can go on to study for a degree in dance, 
theatre studies or associated subjects. You may
also wish to study dance at a specialist dance or 
performing arts academy or theatre school (such
as Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts, London 
Studio Centre and Bodyworks and LABAN). The
course can also lead to work in the dance industry
as a performer, instructor or practitioner. 
Previous students are employed as commercial
dancers for JLS, Girls Aloud, World and European
tours for Hairspray, Fame and TV work such as X
Factor and The Voice, or as practitioners within
the industry.

Musical Theatre Route
You can go on to study for a degree in musical 
theatre, theatre studies or associated subjects.
You may also wish to study theatre at a specialist 
performing arts academy or theatre school such
as London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts
(LAMDA) or Guildhall School of Music and Drama.
The course can also lead to work in the theatre 
industry as a performer, instructor or practitioner.

Performance Route
Specialist modules include:
•  Voice and acting techniques
•  Classical and contemporary theatre
•  Performing with masks
•  Devising
•  Physical theatre
•  Clowning
•  Theatre in education

Dance Route
Specialist modules include:
•  Jazz, contemporary, ballet, tap and urban

dance techniques and performance 
•  Body maintenance/yoga/pilates/nutrition
•  Musical theatre performance
•  Choreography
•  Singing

Musical Theatre Route
Specialist modules include:
•  Voice and acting techniques
•  Musical theatre performance
•  Music performance - Singing
•  Jazz and contemporary urban dance
•  Movement for actors
•  Physical theatre performance

Final year (all routes)
In your final year you will be involved in a 
performance project and form a theatre 
company, which is structured and managed by
the students. The group is responsible for the
whole process of selecting, producing, marketing
and performing a piece of theatre within a limited
budget.
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BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN
PRODUCTION ARTS: PRODUCTION
2YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNDPFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you have an interest in 
theatre production and enjoy backstage 
design and preparation (as opposed to on-stage 
performance). You will be a person who enjoys hard
work and would love to work on live shows as part
of a production team.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2 
qualification preferably at merit. You will also 
need to be available for evening rehearsals 
and performances through the course.

What is covered?
You will study general subjects such as:
•  Stage management
•  Lighting
•  Theatre design

You will also have the chance to study 
specialist technical subjects including:
•  Lighting design
•  Puppet design and operation
•  Props making
•  Basic theatre sound

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for a degree in subjects such
as technical theatre, production, design or theatre
studies. The course can also be used to gain 
employment in theatre industry as part of a 
production team, backstage crew, or theatre 
management. Previous students  have been 
accepted on to industry recognised courses at
LAMDA, Mountview and Guild Hall.

BTEC FIRST IN MUSIC/
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4AMMUPFA$/4AMMUTFA$

Who is it for?
The course is for you if you have a strong desire to 
develop music performance skills in order to follow a
route that could lead to a career in the music industry or
study at a higher level. You will be a person who is 
prepared to work long and unsociable hours and strive
to succeed.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1 
qualification preferably at merit. You will also need to 
attend a discussion and audition before starting this
course. You will also need to be available for evening 
rehearsals and performances through the course. 

What is covered?
Modules include:

•  Planning a performance product
•  Exploring the music profession
•  Group performance
•  Solo performance
•  Exploring computer systems
•  Understanding music

Technology Option
The same modules will be covered as the BTEC First in
Music but with music technology specialist units.

What can this course lead to?
The course prepares you for employment within the
music industry and also provides an excellent 
grounding to go on to a more advanced course such as
our BTEC National in Music Practice (you will need to
achieve an overall merit grade with a merit in a 
performance module to meet the entry requirements
for the BTEC National).

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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PERFORMING ARTS & MUSIC
BTEC NATIONAL IN MUSIC 
TECHNOLOGY
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMMTEFA$

Who is it for?
This course introduces you to a wide range of music
technology topics as well as providing you with the
opportunity to develop your practical sound 
engineering and audio technology skills. You will
cover topics such as live sound, acoustics, digital
audio and sound recording techniques to ensure you
leave the course a proficient and skilled music 
technologist.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2 
qualification preferably at merit. You will need to 
attend an interview and audition to assess your 
suitability for the course. The audition will cover
music performance, of two contrasting prepared
pieces of music of your own choice and aural 
test/listening skills tests.

What is covered?
Topics covered on the course include: the sound and
music industry; listening skills; performance 
techniques; live sound; acoustics; midi sequencing
and software; sound recording techniques and digital
audio principles. There will also be an option to gain
a qualification in DJ-ing.

What can this course lead to?
This practical course can be used to go on to further
study in production, music technology, sound 
engineering, theatre sound or television sound 
production. You could also use this qualification to
start your career in music technology moving
straight into roles in music management, sound 
production, media or music production.

BTEC NATIONAL IN MUSIC
PRACTICE
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4AMNMUFA$

Who is it for?
This advanced course is designed to provide a
balanced programme of music performance,
music theory and essential elements of music
technology. This combination is important; as an
understanding of all these elements will help
you meet the demands of the music industry,
progress in your chosen career and prepare you
for further study level.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification preferably at merit.

You will need to come along for an audition 
before starting this course. You will also need to
be available for evening rehearsals and 
performances through the course.

What is covered?
Modules include: 
•  Listening skills for musicians
•  Composing music
•  Music performance session
•  Styles
•  Improvising music
•  The functional music keyboard
•  Music theory and harmony

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to degree courses in music
performance related subjects. You may also wish
to use this course to move into employment in
the music industry, in roles such as performance,
publishing, marketing or composition.
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PUBLIC & YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l POLICE OFFICER 
l NAVY PILOT
l RAF ENGINEER
l FIRE FIGHTER
l PARAMEDIC
l ARMY OFFICER
l INSTRUCTOR
l SCENE OF CRIME 

OFFICER
l ROYAL MARINE
l ARMY MEDICAL 

OFFICER

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Travel & Tourism page 116 
l Sport Studies page 110

UNIFORMED SERVICES

102

guide 2014-15_Layout 1  04/10/2013  12:03  Page 100



PUBLIC &
UNIFORMED

SERVICES

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1 - NCFE Level 1 Introduction Diploma in Uniformed Public 
Services * Careers in public/

uniformed services e.g. police officer,
soldier,  Navy officer, RAF pilot, civil
servant, paramedic or community

support officer.Level 2 - BTEC First in Public Services can lead to*

Level 3 - BTEC National in Public Services can lead to* and/or**

**Foundation Degree in 
Public Services

**Degrees/higher level qualifications
in related subjects such as public 
policy, politics, public services or

criminal justice studies.

You can study public services at 
University Centre Peterborough.

Introduction
Take control of your future with PRC – If working in the
armed forces, police, or fire brigade is what you wish to do
then our courses in public and uniformed services are the
perfect way to gain the skills and experience necessary to
prepare you for this industry. 

The public services department is exciting, active and 
vibrant and will provide you with all the support and
guidance you need to get yourself qualified and 
employed. We offer courses that range from Level 1
through to a foundation degree, so you have a clear 
progression route that will see you get to where you want
to be.

Learning will be varied and creative with an emphasis on
practical skills, teamwork and fitness. You will also enjoy
specialist units such as outdoor and adventurous 
expeditions, fitness training and land and water based 
activities.

Look what we can offer
q Close links with the Armed Forces Careers Office, 

the Territorial Army (TA), the Royal Logistics Corps, 
the Police, the Army Youth Team and other services

q A fully equipped sports hall
q Experienced and dedicated staff, with wide-ranging, 

first-hand experience in the public services
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NCFE LEVEL 1 
INTRODUCTION DIPLOMA
IN UNIFORMED PUBLIC
SERVICES
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4HPPSFFA$

Who is it for?
This course is an ideal preparation for a 
career in the uniformed services such as  
police, army, fire or ambulance service. You
will study the practical skills and knowledge
you will need for careers in public services
such as fitness, team working, map-reading
and participation in adventurous outdoor 
activities.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
Topics covered on the course include: 
•  Well-being and physical fitness
•  Develop team working skills
•  Self-discipline and development
•  Carry out basic map reading and navigation
•  Adventurous outdoor activities
•  Volunteering

What can this course lead to?
This course is a fantastic introduction to 
careers in the public/uniformed services and
can lead on to further study such as the BTEC
First in Public Services on successful 
completion of your main qualification plus
literacy or numeracy at Level 1.

BTEC FIRST IN PUBLIC
SERVICES
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4HPPFDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is designed to prepare you for
entry into any of the public services and
many students go on to join the army, fire or
police services. The College has close links
with numerous local uniformed Public 
Services for experience of service routines
and the Armed Forces careers office for 
development of teamwork and participation
in adventurous activities.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit.  If you are
progressing from Level 1 in Public/Uniformed
Services you will need functional skills at
Level 1.

What is covered?
Subjects covered include: 

•  Entry into public services
•  Public service skills
•  Expedition skills
•  Map and navigation skills
•  Public services fitness
•  Outdoor activities  
•  Volunteering

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for a BTEC National  in
Public Services or other BTEC Nationals (with
a merit grade or above).

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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BTEC NATIONAL IN 
PUBLIC SERVICES
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4HPND1FA$

Who is it for?
This advanced qualification will prepare you for a
career in the public/uniformed services. It covers
important and interesting topics such as 
citizenship, police powers, leadership, team 
building, fitness, public services and society and
outdoor and adventurous activities.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2 
qualification at merit level. 

What is covered?
This course will prepare you for working in the
uniformed services through visiting speakers,
trips to bases, meeting various public services
personnel and experience of expeditions and
residential camps. The College has close links with
the Armed Forces Careers Office, the 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary and HMP 
Peterborough. Alongside this the College offers
public services learners the opportunity to gain
valuable work experience through voluntary and
charity work opportunities and through working
with the College’s in-house security team.

PUBLIC & 
UNIFORMED SERVICES

You will study subjects such as: 
•  Team leadership
•  Contemporary society and the public 

services
•  Team development
•  Understanding discipline
•  Physical preparation and fitness
•  Outdoor and adventurous activities
•  Uniformed public service employment
•  Understanding the criminal justice system 

and police powers
•  Volunteering

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to work in the public services,
such as the armed forces, fire service, police,
prison service or study at higher education
level for an HND or degree at University 
Centre Peterborough or other university. 
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SCIENCE
YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l ZOOLOGIST
l CHEMICAL ENGINEER
l PHYSIOTHERAPIST
l FORENSIC 

INVESTIGATOR
l VETERINARY NURSE
l ENVIRONMENTALIST
l MEDICAL PHYSICIST
l TEACHER
l BIOCHEMIST
l MARINE BIOLOGIST
l CRIMINOLOGIST
l FORENSIC 

PSYCHOLOGIST

ALSO CHECK OUT
l Childcare, Health & Social Care page 40
l Hair & Beauty page 72
l As well as part-time evening courses in science and 

maths (please see our part-time course guide)
l Progression to Access course page 20
l Access to HE Science page 20
l Access to HE Social Sciences 20
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SCIENCE

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 2 - BTEC First in Applied Science can lead to* * Careers in science e.g. biomedical
scientist, forensic investigator, clinical

psychologist or pharmacist.

Level 3

- BTEC National in Applied Science (Forensics) can lead 
to* and/or**

- BTEC National in Applied Science (Medical) can lead to* 
and/or**

- BTEC National in Applied Science with specialist units 
in Biology, Chemistry & Physics can lead to* and/or**

- Access to Science can lead to* and/or**

**Degrees/higher level qualifications
in biomedical science, forensics, 

general science or related 
subjects.

You can study the following at 
University Centre Peterborough:

criminology, crime and investigative
studies, archaeology and 

landscape history

Introduction
Experiment with your future at PRC – Our science 
programme is perfect for students who have an interest in
problem solving and investigating solutions to complex
questions. With access to a range of specialised labs and
also a team of highly qualified staff, if you are interested
by forensics, nursing, astronomy, criminology, marine 
biology or even biochemistry, then these insightful
courses are perfect for anyone with the adequate 
technical ability to solve solutions!

Look what we can offer
A range of specialised labs and a team of highly qualified
and enthusiastic staff who deliver an exciting choice of
science programmes leading you to progress to careers as
varied as forensic science, cutting edge medical research
and archaeology.
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BTEC FIRST IN APPLIED 
SCIENCE
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4SSFSCFA$

Who is it for?
This practical course is ideal for school-leavers who
are interested in a career in environmental science,
food technology, forensic science, quality control 
and research, analytical science or education. You 
will develop your skills and interest in science and
learn practical skills as well as the related theory. 

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1 
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
Some of the units  you will study include:
•  Health applications of life sciences
•  Scientific skills
•  Practical scientific project
•  Chemistry and our earth
•  Energy and our universe
•  Biology and our environment
•  Applications of chemical substances

Optional units that may be available include: 
•  The living body
•  Science in medicine
•  Chemical analysis and detection
•  Monitoring the environment
•  Electronics in action

Please note: unit options are subject to numbers.

What can this course lead to?
You can progress on to a Level 3 qualification, such
as a BTEC National in Forensic Science, Applied 
Science/Medical Science, Health Studies, IT, 
Electronics or Engineering. 

BTEC NATIONAL IN APPLIED
SCIENCE (FORENSICS)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4SSNSCFA$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal if you are hoping to become
a scene-of-crime officer or forensic technician,
or if you would like to go on to a degree course
in forensic sciences or criminology.  You will 
develop practical and investigation skills that
will help you in your career. You will combine
practical and theoretical skills in chemistry, 
biology and physics, as well as studying 
criminology and psychology. 

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C to include GCSE Science at
A*- C and at least a D in maths and English. 
Or alternatively other equivalent Level 2 
qualifications at merit or above.

What is covered?
As well as covering a number of core 
mandatory science units you will study 
specialist units in the first and second year in
either forensic science or criminology, 

Core units include:
•  Fundamentals of science
•  Working in the science industry
•  Scientific investigations
•  Scientific practical techniques
•  Perceptions of science
•  Using mathematical tools in science

Some of the specialist units will include: 
•  Forensic collection & analysis
•  Forensic photography
•  Criminal investigation procedures
•  Criminology/criminal psychology
•  Fire investigation
•  Forensic psychology
•  Traffic accident investigation
•  Scientific investigation

Please note: unit options are subject to 
numbers.

What can this course lead to?
After this course, you can go on to degree
courses in science, forensic science, or a 
related area such as criminal psychology. You
could also progress on to University Centre
Peterborough to study on their degree
courses in criminology, crime and 
investigative studies or archaeology. If you
prefer, you will be well qualified to enter a 
career as a science technician in a number of
different science disciplines or within the
forensic science service.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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SCIENCE

BTEC NATIONAL IN APPLIED 
SCIENCE (MEDICAL)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4SSNSCFB$

Who is it for?
This course is ideal for you if you have an interest
in science and wish to pursue a medically related 
career such as biomedical science, biochemistry, 
radiography, pharmacy or nursing etc.

The course will prepare you for entering work as
well as going to university, as you will develop
your individual learning skills as well as practical 
techniques which are valued by employers and 
universities.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C to include GCSE Science at 
A*- C and at least a D in maths and English. Or 
alternatively other equivalent Level 2 
qualifications at merit or above.

What is covered?
Core units include:
•  Fundamentals of science
•  Working in the science industry
•  Scientific investigations
•  Scientific practical techniques
•  Perceptions of science
•  Using mathematical tools in science

Some of the specialist units will include: 
•  Human physiology
•  Genetics and genetic engineering
•  Biochemical or biomedical techniques
•  Microbiological techniques
•  Practical chemical analysis
•  Medical physics
•  Industrial applications of organic chemistry

Please note: unit options are subject to numbers.

What can this course lead to?
BTEC Nationals are valued by both employers and
universities. You could progress on to degree
courses in: pharmaceutical sciences, pharmacy
biotechnology, microbiology and numerous other
options such as biomedical science, biochemistry,
clinical science, life science, pathology, nursing or 
radiography.

Alternatively, you could work as a laboratory 
technician in a science/food industry, school, 
college or hospital or radiotherapist illustrator.
Other careers could include working for the 
Environment Agency, Natural England or Forensic
Science Service.

BTEC NATIONAL IN APPLIED
SCIENCE (BIOLOGY, PHYSICS,
CHEMISTRY)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4SSNSCFC$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you have an interest in 
science and a strong desire to specialise in biology,
chemistry and physics. 

The course will prepare you for entering work as
well as going to university as you will develop your 
individual learning skills as well as practical 
techniques which are valued by employers and 
universities.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C to include GCSE Science at A*- C
and at least a D in maths and English. Or 
alternatively other equivalent Level 2 qualifications
at merit or above.

What is covered?
Core units include:
•  Fundamentals of science
•  Working in the science industry
•  Scientific investigations
•  Scientific practical techniques
•  Perceptions of science
•  Using mathematical tools in science

You will cover specialist units such as:
• Genetics and genetic engineering
• Human physiology
• Microbiological techniques
• Biochemistry and biomedical techniques
• Chemical laboratory techniques
• Practical chemical analysis
• Science for environmental technicians
• Electronics for science technicians
• Medical physics
• Energy changes, sources and applications

Please note: unit options are subject to numbers.

What can this course lead to?
BTEC Nationals are valued by both employers and 
universities. You could progress on to degree courses
in chemical engineering, mechanical engineering,
ecology, marine biology, astronomy, astrophysics.

Alternatively you could work as a laboratory 
technician, engineering technician, food science
technician, medical physicist or electronic engineer.
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YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l FOOTBALL COACH
l RUGBY COACH
l FITNESS INSTRUCTOR
l SPORTS SCIENTIST
l LEISURE  OFFICER
l PERSONAL TRAINER
l LEISURE ASSISTANT
l SPORT DEVELOPMENT

ALSO CHECK OUT

l Public & Uniformed Services page 102

SPORTS

STUDIES
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SPORTS STUDIES

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1 - BTEC Introductory Diploma in Sport and Leisure *Careers in sport
e.g. sports scientist, 

personal trainer,
professional coach, 

professional footballer or sports 
journalistLevel 2

- BTEC First in Sport can lead to*
- BTEC First in Sport with Rugby, Football or Basketball 
can lead to*

Level 3

- BTEC National in Sport Studies can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in Sport Studies/Sport Science (with Football,

Rugby or Basketball) can lead to* and/or**
- BTEC National in Sport and Exercise Science can lead to* 

and/or**

**Degrees/higher level qualifications
in sport studies/sports science

You can study the 
following at University Centre 

Peterborough:  sports coaching and
physical education

Introduction
Energise your future with PRC – The sport and leisure 
industry is an energetic and exciting career choice for any
student interested in health and fitness. With loads of 
options to become a sports coach, fitness instructor, 
personal trainer, or even a leisure centre manager, the
sports studies courses at PRC will teach students 
everything they need to know about this industry. 

Peterborough Regional College’s Sports Development
Centres are managed by a team of highly qualified 
professionals, providing visible pathways into professional
and semi-professional football and rugby.

The Development Centres are an added element onto the
standard BTEC First (Level 2) or BTEC National (Level 3) in
Sport. On top of the sports qualification there is top class
football/rugby/basketball coaching and you will also get
the opportunity to play as part of a team in a league.

Look what we can offer
q Access to major sport facilities throughout 

Peterborough
q Well equipped sports centre which includes 

badminton, volleyball, basketball, tennis and netball 
courts. A football and rugby pitch and table tennis 
tables 

q We also have a well equipped fitness room with a 
range of cardio vascular, resistance equipment and 
Olympic lifting stations. Also an additional outdoor 
basketball court

q Access to additional short courses such as coaching 
and fitness instructor awards
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BTEC INTRODUCTORY IN
SPORT AND LEISURE
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4TSINTFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you want the 
opportunity to develop your qualifications to
lead you into employment in the sport or
leisure industries, or a further education
course in sport, outdoor education or leisure.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
As part of the course you will learn about the
sport and recreation industry, as well as 
looking at a range of sports. You will also
have the chance to study for some other
short, specialised qualifications.

What can this course lead to?
This course is an excellent start to your sport
and leisure career and is ideal preparation for
further study, such as BTEC First in Sport or
Public Services.

BTEC FIRST IN SPORT
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4TSFDFFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you wish to begin to
develop a career in the sport and recreation
industry. You will study fascinating sport and
fitness topics such as, how your body works,
how to get fit for sports, sports injury and
how to manage sports facilities.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
You will study subjects such as: 
•  The body in action
•  The sports industry
•  Fitness for sports performance
•  Health, safety and injury
•  Leisure facility operations
•  Practical sport

You will also have the chance to study for
some other short, specialised qualifications.

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for the BTEC National
in Sport or work as a leisure assistant or 
sport leader.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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SPORT STUDIES

BTEC NATIONAL IN SPORT
& EXERCISE SCIENCE
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4TSSSCFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you are interested in
studying sports science at university or if you
would like a career in health and fitness,
(high level) sports coaching, sports research
or sport and fitness analysis.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification preferably at merit including
GCSE maths and science at grades A - C.

What is covered?
You will study eighteen units, covering a 
mixture of sport science, sport coaching, 
fitness testing and analysis, sports injuries,
sport psychology and physiology.

What can this course lead to?
This course includes a science based 
element, and will give you the choice to
study other sports areas at university. You can
also go on to study sports science at 
university or follow a career in health and 
fitness, high level sports coaching, sports 
research or sport and fitness analysis.

BTEC NATIONAL IN 
SPORT STUDIES
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4TSBNDFA$

Who is it for?
This advanced course is ideal if you want a
career in leisure, sport and recreation or
health and fitness, or if you wish to progress
to university to study subjects such as sports
science, sport studies or sport psychology.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
You will study eighteen core and optional
modules including:
•  Anatomy
•  Training and fitness
•  Physiology
•  Sports injuries
•  Sports coaching

What can this course lead to?
You can progress to a degree or HND in
Sports Studies or possibly Sport Science. You
could also work in the leisure industry as a
leisure officer or fitness instructor.
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The College’s sport development programmes are an
ideal way for students aiming for a career as a
professional sportsman/woman, to gain a recognised
BTEC alongside training in their favourite sport. 

PRC’s Development Centre is now available in football,
rugby and basketball. The full-time sports BTEC at Level
2 or 3 is accompanied by extra hours of coaching,
training and actually playing for our teams in real
leagues. 

PRC are in partnership with Peterborough United 
Football Club, where students will benefit from added
guidance from POSH players and coaches. The PRC 
Football Development Centre Team also act as reserves
for the POSH Youth Team, offering great progression
routes into the club.

The RFU accredited Rugby Development Centre 
students play at a local and regional level as well as 
attending trials for the England team for colleges.

Peterborough Regional
College’s Sports
Development Centres
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SPORT STUDIES
BTEC FIRST IN SPORT (WITH 
FOOTBALL, RUGBY OR 
BASKETBALL)
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
RUGBY: 4TSFDRFA$, FOOTBALL: 4TSFDFFA$, 
BASKETBALL: 4TSFBAFA$

Who is it for?
This course covers the BTEC First subjects such as how
your body works, how to get fit for sports, sports injury
and how to manage sports facilities. In addition to this,
you will also have the opportunity to improve your 
football, rugby or basketball skills and abilities and train
with a number of specialist qualified coaches.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1 
qualification preferably at merit. You will also need to
have your playing ability assessed. Please state on your
application which route (basketball, football or rugby)
you wish to apply for.

What is covered?
You will study topics such as: 
• The body in action
• The sports industry
• Fitness for sports performance
• Health, safety and injury
• Leisure facility operations
• Practical sport

You will receive top class coaching in either basketball,
rugby or football (depending on which of the 3 routes
you choose) by a team of qualified coaches, as well as
the opportunity to gain a BTEC First in Sport.

What can this course lead to?
The Development Centres are expertly managed by a
team of highly-qualified professionals and will provide
you with visible pathways in to possible professional and
semi-professional sport. You can also choose to stay at
College and go on to study for the BTEC National in
Sport or Sport Science.

BTEC NATIONAL IN SPORT 
STUDIES/SPORT SCIENCE
(WITH FOOTBALL, RUGBY OR
BASKETBALL)
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
SPORTS STUDIES - 4TSACSFA$
SPORTS SCIENCE - 4TSFACIFA$

Who is it for?
For those who want to further develop their football,
rugby or basketball skills and playing ability for a 
future career or coaching role within these areas.

The course also covers a BTEC National in Sport 
Studies or Sport Science which will offer you the
chance to apply for places at university to study.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2 
qualification preferably at merit. 

What is covered?
The Development Centre is a two-year programme 
including top class coaching from a team of qualified
coaches as well as the opportunity to gain a BTEC 
National in Sport. You will also participate in weekly
games in a national college league.

What can this course lead to?
The Development Centre is expertly managed by 
a team of highly-qualified professionals and will 
provide you with visible pathways into professional
and semi-professional football, rugby, basketball, or
coaching. You can also choose to go on to university
courses or employment in the sports and leisure 
industries.
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YOU COULD 
BE A ...
l AIRPORT PASSENGER 

SERVICES AGENT
l TRAVEL AGENT
l CABIN CREW
l EVENTS MANAGER
l TOUR OPERATIONS
l RESORT REP
l HOTEL/HERITAGE 

MANAGEMENT
l TOURIST INFORMATION

CENTRE ASSISTANT/
MANAGER

l BUSINESS TRAVEL
CONSULTANT

ALSO CHECK OUT

l Hospitality & Catering page 80

TRAVEL &

TOURISM
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TRAVEL & TOURISM

Courses What you can study at PRC Leads to...

Level 1 - C&G Level 1 in Travel and Tourism
- C&G Level 1 in Travel and Tourism with ESOL

*Careers in travel e.g. cabin crew, 
tour operator, travel agent

Level 2 - BTEC First in Travel and Tourism (with Cabin Crew) 
can lead to*

Level 3 - BTEC National in Travel and Tourism can lead to* and/or** **Degrees/higher level qualifications
in travel and tourism

Introduction
Your future looks bright with PRC – Whether you’re 
aiming to fly away as part of a cabin crew team, or 
become a resort rep, our travel and tourism courses cover
all aspects of the travel industry, far and wide. With an 
on-site travel agency and real life aircraft training cabin,
these courses provide students with relevant experience
for all routes within the trade. 

Look what we can offer
q On-site travel agency run by Travel Counsellors 

offering fantastic work experience opportunities and 
information sources

q Visits to local and national travel and tourism 
organisations

q Real to life aircraft training cabin
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C&G LEVEL 1 IN TRAVEL 
& TOURISM WITH ESOL
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4TSTESFA$

Who is it for?
The course will provide you with an industry 
recognised qualification in travel. You will gain an 
understanding of the industry and the types of 
companies within it, along with the type of jobs 
available. One day of your course, you will be 
completing ESOL qualifications to help develop and
improve your language skills.

What will I need?
Entry Level 2 English is needed. Students’ suitability for
the course is assessed by the ESOL staff on entry.

What is covered?
Throughout the course year you will be taken to a 
variety of places around the local area and further
afield. You will be advised in advance of each trip and
if any cost to you is applicable. This Level 1 course is
made up of different units, which are a mixture of 
online assessments and assignments. The course will
cover a range of topics within the travel & tourism 
industry and has lots of practical activities to 
complete.

Modules will include: Travel geography, retail travel
services, planning trips, jobs in travel and tourism and
resort representatives. 

Alongside your travel and tourism course you will
have ESOL lessons to develop your language skills.

What can this course lead to?
The aims of the course are to help you gain improved
skills and increased chances of employment within
travel & tourism, and give you the skills needed within
the travel & tourism industry. You could also apply to
our BTEC First in Travel and Tourism.

C&G LEVEL 1 IN TRAVEL 
& TOURISM
1 YEAR/LEVEL 1
4TST1DFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you enjoy working in a
team, and would like to develop the personal
skills and confidence to work in the travel and
tourism industry. The course gives you the
chance to study careers in travel, how travel 
organisations work and how to plan trips.

What will I need?
You will need an interest in this subject and a
willingness to work hard.

What is covered?
A range of modules including:
•  Travel geography
•  Retail travel services
•  Planning trips
•  Jobs in travel and tourism 
•  Resort representatives 

As well as an introduction to the airline 
industry.

What can this course lead to?
You can move onto a Level 2 course such as
our BTEC First in Travel and Tourism if you
achieve merits and distinctions in your 
coursework units.

Call us on 0845 872 8722 or visit www.peterborough.ac.uk www.facebook.com/peterboroughregionalcollege @prclatest
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BTEC NATIONAL IN TRAVEL 
& TOURISM
2 YEARS/LEVEL 3
4TSTNCFA$

Who is it for?
This advanced course is ideal if you are considering a
career in tourism management or senior roles in the
travel industry. The course covers topics such as 
handling air passengers, marketing, holiday 
representatives and customer services. The course
also has practical elements and work experience
components which makes this an excellent 
qualification, preparing you not just for university or
higher study, but also real careers in the travel and
tourism sector.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade C or above or other Level 2 
qualification preferably at merit grade.

What is covered?
You will study modules including: 
•  Marketing
•  Tourist destinations
•  Handling air passengers
•  Travel and tourism residential study visit
•  Tour operations
•  Cruise operations
•  Conference and events management

The course includes a period of work experience in a
travel and tourism placement and you will be 
expected to plan and participate in an overseas visit.

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study for a HND/degree or 
related courses in hospitality, travel and tourism or
work as a travel consultant, resort rep, member of a
cabin crew, business travel consultant or hotel 
supervisor.

TRAVEL & TOURISM

BTEC FIRST IN TRAVEL &
TOURISM (WITH CABIN CREW)
1 YEAR/LEVEL 2
4TSTFDFA$

Who is it for?
This course is for you if you enjoy working with
people and would like to work in the travel and
tourism industry. You will study many interesting
travel and tourism subjects including how to plan
trips, marketing, customer service, careers in
travel, holiday destinations and European travel. 
As part of the separate cabin crew qualification,
you will also have the chance to see how cabin
crews work and gain experience in our mock cabin
and participate in a cabin crew training day at a
London airport.

What will I need?
4 GCSEs at grade D or above or other Level 1 
qualification preferably at merit.

What is covered?
You will study modules in: 
•  The travel and tourism industry
•  UK tourist destinations
•  Marketing
•  European travel destinations
•  Planning a study visit
•  Cruise ship work
As well as a Cabin Crew qualification.

What can this course lead to?
You can go on to study towards the BTEC National
in Travel and Tourism or Hospitality (with a merit
grade). The course is also highly practical and
could be used to get a job within the travel and
tourism industry.
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OPEN DAYS
Are you interested in studying for a
degree? Then why not visit us on one of
our Open Days? They are a great way to get
a snap shot of what university life is like
here at UCP and provide you with all the
information you need to help you make the
right decision for your future.

On the day, you will be able to look round
UCP and speak to academic and
admissions staff about applications and
courses. We will have various displays and
demonstrations for our courses and current
students will also be on hand to tell you
about UCP. 

In addition to our course advice, we will
also have financial talks, information on our
clubs and societies and accommodation.

q Tuesday 26 November 2013
3pm - 8pm

q Monday 3 March 2014
5.30pm - 8pm

q Monday 12 May 2014
5.30pm - 8pm

Siobhan Bailey, BA (Hons) Criminology
The criminology course offers a rich and varied curriculum in social science, from criminal justice to forensic techniques and political policies. Students have the
opportunity to translate knowledge learnt in class into practical experience, including a visit to the Old Bailey courts. The lecturers are passionate about their
subject and are engaging. There are a variety of assignment styles geared to increasing our confidence, skills set and team work. There are a diverse range of
people on the course; a really great group to study and socialise with.

The staff at UCP are personable and approachable, providing a great support network. There is also a real focus on employability skills and encouragement in
volunteering, which is invaluable in today’s job market and helps to widen the scope of our course.

WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY

UNIVERSITY

CENTRE PETERBOROUGH

24
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UNIVERSITY
CENTRE

PETERBOROUGH
Studying for a degree can mean student debts, moving
away from home and finding your feet in a strange city,
but with University Centre Peterborough you don’t have
to go far to go a long way.

In August 2008 a joint venture between Anglia Ruskin 
University and Peterborough Regional College was 
formally established to create University Centre 
Peterborough (UCP). The aim of the joint venture is to 
develop and deliver high quality university education 
for Peterborough and its surrounding region.

University Centre Peterborough represents the single
most important development in providing Higher 
Education in Peterborough’s history. The University 
Centre offers a broad portfolio of courses covering a
range of subject areas and we are rapidly developing
specialisms in a number of key areas. Our portfolio is
constantly being revised and updated to take account of
the emerging needs and aspirations of our local market.

This enables the college to offer learners the option of 
studying Higher Education (HE) courses on their
doorstep. 

HE Progression from courses in this guide are 
available in a variety of subjects including:

Business School
• Accounting and Finance BSc (Hons) 
• Business Management BA (Hons) 
• Management FdA
• Marketing BA (Hons)
• Postgraduate Certificate/Diploma in Management 

Studies
• Postgraduate Certificate/Diploma in Human Resource 

Management (CIPD)

Education
• Early Years, Playwork and Education

(Education focus) FdA

Arts and Social Sciences
• Archaeology and Landscape History BA (Hons)
• Criminology BA (Hons) 
• English Literature BA (Hons) 
• Journalism BA (Hons)
• Media Studies BA (Hons) 
• Performing Arts BA (Hons) 
• Psychosocial Studies BA (Hons) 
• Sociology BA (Hons) 

Science and Technology
• Aeronautical Engineering HNC
• Bioscience FdSc
• Civil Engineering HNC/HND
• Computer Science FdSc 
• Computing Information Systems BSc (Hons) 
• Construction Management HNC/HND
• Construction Management Top-up BSc (Hons)
• Crime and Investigative Studies FdSc 
• Electrical and Electronic Engineering HNC
• Integrated Engineering Top-up BEng (Hons)
• Mechanical Engineering HNC
• Public Services FdA  
• Sports Coaching and Physical Education BSc (Hons) 

If you would like further information about any of the
courses we offer or if you are looking for advice and
guidance on the best course for you, why not contact us
on 0845 1965750 or email ucpenquiries@anglia.ac.uk
and find out how you can join the many students who
achieve their ambitions with us every year.
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You can reach the College from Queensgate bus station by catching the ‘citi’ bus number 5 from bay 12 which takes you to our Eastfield Road entrance. 
Alternatively you can catch the ‘citi’ bus number 2 from bay 13 which stops on Park Road near our Park Crescent entrance.

Both buses run every 10 minutes during the day (correct at time of print). For further details please call 0845 872 8722.

If you prefer to cycle, drive or car share, there is a secure area for bikes, mopeds and motorbikes and also a large car park at the Eastfield Road entrance for students.  
All parking is free.

How to reach us

123
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110 Sports Studies
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20 Access to Higher Education
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66 Entry Level & Supported Learning

70 English as a Foreign Language (ESOL)
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86 Learner Engagement
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CONTENTS Contact Us
If you have any queries about any of the 
information in this guide, or would like to
discuss your course options in more detail,
please feel free to contact us:

By phone
Contact our friendly Information Centre 
on 0845 8728722.

By email
E-mail your questions to 
info@peterborough.ac.uk

By post
Complete and return the Tell Me More...card
at the back of this guide for further 
information about College events, our wide
range of courses (including all part-time and
degree level courses) or any other aspect of
College life.

Online
Visit our College website at 
www.peterborough.ac.uk. Or why not 
follow us on Facebook or Twitter for all the
latest news, events and information. 

Copies of college policies are available on 
request.

A large print version of this course guide is
available on request. If you would like this
information in any other format, please
contact the College Information Centre on
0845 872 8722.

All information in this guide was believed to
be correct at time of print (September 2013),
but is subject to change at any time.
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Step 1: Take a moment and collect
your thoughts…
Make sure the course (or courses) you are applying for
is right for you. See the ‘before you apply…’section on
this page for more help. This step is often the most
important when considering any big decision,
especially a decision about your future. Before you fill
out an application you need to find out your predicted
grades from your school. This will help you to choose
the correct level of course for you.

Step 2: Fill out the application
If you are in year 11 at a Cambridgeshire school
(excluding all Peterborough schools) you will need to
apply through UCAS  Progress. You will also need to
speak to your schools careers advisor. They will also be
able to help you with the application process. Once
you have submitted your application you will be
invited in for a quick interview about your options. 

For all other applicants, all you have to do is fill out the
application form in this brochure, there are some tips
to help you fill out this form in this section. It is
important that you apply as early as possible. There is
no problem if you have already applied to other
schools and colleges. It makes sense to have as many
options open to you as possible. Once you have sent
us your application, we will send you an
acknowledgement letter to let you know we’ve
received it, and you will also be invited for an
interview.

Step 3: Come in for a chat – 
the College interview
There really is no need to worry about the College
interview (it is not as scary as it seems)! It is an
informal chat between you and a college tutor. It is a
good opportunity to find out more about us and our
facilities, as well as helping you to decide on the right
course.

Our advice is always impartial, and if, for any reason,
we think you would benefit from a course elsewhere,
we will always give you the details. At the end of the
interview and when the right course has been agreed
you will receive an offer of a place at the College
which may be provisional on your exam results and/or
references etc.

Step 4: Exam results and enrolment
Once you get your exam results in August, you will
need to inform the College of your grades. If for any
reason, you do not get the grades you expected, don’t
panic! We hold Advice Days every year following the
results and in many cases we can help students to find
a course that is suitable.

Before you apply
Get a taste of what you like!
What better way to decide what subjects to study
than to come along to a Taster Session, Open Day or
general tour? These events are great for checking out
the facilities on offer and you can also get to know the
course tutors and other students before you enrol.
Please see page 3 for further information regarding
these events.

Apply for the right course
Seems simple doesn’t it? But when you look through
the courses in this guide, you should have a look at
the entry requirements. This will help you to make
sure the course is at the right level for you. You should
also have a look at the ‘What can this course lead to?’
section. This will give you some examples of what you
can do with the course and will help you to see if the
course is right to help you with your career goals. If
you need any help choosing the right course, please
call our Information Centre on 0845 8728722, they can
offer you impartial, friendly advice to help you enrol
on the best course for you.

Quick tips
• If you do not meet the entry requirements the
college will consider individual circumstances, please
call 0845 8728722 to discuss your options. If you do
not achieve the entry qualification for your chosen
course, it is possible to enter at a lower level in
preparation for your chosen course.
• The College Information Centre team are available all
year round to provide information and advice on
courses. They are committed to making sure you
receive the best possible advice when considering
your options, answer any questions about which
course to choose and much more.
• You must be sixteen or over on 31 August 2014 for 

courses starting in September 2014.

Filling out the application form
Personal details
Please complete all your personal details in full and
block capitals. We will not be able to process your
application further if you have not provided an
address (including postcode) and contact telephone
number.

Other details
Please ensure that you indicate whether you have
been a permanent resident in the European Area for
the past three years. The information you provide
regarding your ethnic origin, criminal convictions and
care of local authority will be used for statistical
purposes only and will be treated in the strictest
confidence.

Disability information
Information relating to disabilities and learning
difficulties will be treated in confidence and may help
us to provide additional support should you require
this.

Course choice
You will be invited for an interview for your first
preference. You will only receive an interview for your
second preference if your first preference is
oversubscribed or it was decided that it was
unsuitable for you.

Qualifications
Please include any courses that you have studied or
are currently studying (for example GCSEs) and your
grades/estimated grades, ensuring that you indicate
the level of the course, such as GCSE, BTEC First or
NVQ/VRQ. Work experience may include paid,
voluntary or a placement through school.

Declaration
Please ensure that you sign the form.

IS ENGLISH NOT YOUR FIRST LANGUAGE?
If English isn’t your first language you will need to
have at least a Level 2 English qualification. If you
would like to find out more about our English courses
please ring 0845 8728722.

Ready to come to College?
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