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PeterRook  Fantastic new facility will help students
make the headlines i

WHEN television star Ralf Little officially opened Peterborough Regional College’s new Media and Journalism
Centre in Broadway, he was amazed at the the hi-tech facilities. Features editor JULIA OGDEN went along to
meet some of the students and tutors to find out what the centre can offer.

Memoirs of
a HAD_man*

"M going to start this week's column with a gag.
Tdon't wsually do punchling jokes, so please
don't take this as an Invitatkon to stop me in the
street and tell ma one.

Hirm: s

@: What can a man do while his wife is going
through the menopaase?

Az Keep busy If you're handy with toals, you can
Tinish the basement. When vou are done, you will
have a place to Hve.

T mcnopa ke, Yes, just when you thooght you
were safe to go dating and finding new exciting
relationships with new exciting sultors, along
comes the biological ticking time bomb that is the

LS TR

itmmmlmwmw last lTMmuI:M 1
iy n & tinsy bit premature in stat
that the single greatest thing about being a single
ton reborn was not living with someone who was
living with “that time of the month”.

This is because | was overlooking the

IO LS.

The monthly neurosis that is the hallmark of
the “period” pales when compared to the devastat-
i destruction fhat |s the menopanse,

Take cover in that basemont you have con-
structisd,

‘I'm fully aware that
this column is
unlikely to win me
too many female
fans after last week'

Al this particularly fraught thme, vou will need o
it of vour own HET (Humour Replncement Ther-

gyl

I'm fully aware that this column is unlikely to
win me too many femnabe fans - especlally after a
reader expressed “shock™ thal The Evening Tide-
groph had given cxygen to my mizogynistic rm-
tlings of knst weh.

“Tean't believe The ET have allowed this to be
printed - 1 know everyone is entitled to thelr own
opinton ete, but this |s just someone being petty
andd narrow-mindsd,” wrote one websito hlogger

Another stated, “Mot all women turn into “rag-
ingz vengefil, vichous, gun-toting psychopaths’—
muost of ws are quite normal and have no opisodes
of hormonal imbalances as his ex obwiousty did -

ol £l just had enongh of his patronising male ]

chauvinistic ways™

Tt wasn't all one-sided, I'm pleased (o report. The
“period” s clearly a subject that views,

One hlogger wrate, “I think this s possibly the
greatest piece af journalism [ have EVER READ
IN MY LIFE."

Well, T wouldn't go as far 15 to say that, bt
thank you nil the same . . . and Tl see you next
wee mum,

Just whem T was beginning to think | could be o
potroniaing male chauvinist, a hlogger by the
name of Very Bad Man leapt to my defence.
Althiough with sentiments [ike his, I'm not sore he
did my cause much good,

“Just mbout every worman Ive encountered is o
ruving loony, whitever time of the month it is.
There's only so much rabbit stow o man cun eat.”™

Blooming heck. Amd | thought [ had issues,

“ HIS iz better than some
of the studios at the
BBC," said actor Ralf Lit-
tle, as he was shown around Peter-
borough Regional College's new
Media and Journalism Centre.

“Lam very impressed.”

And T would have o say [ agree with Mr
Little's views - this is an nmazing facility for
our city, and we should be very proud of it

Omly a year ago, the building in Broadway
wiks just an empty shedl, but nine months
and £750,000 Luter, it has heen transformed
into a state-of-the-art facility helping to train
budding media stars of the future.

Curricnlum director of’ arts and sciences
Liz Knight said: “Initially, it might seem
strange for a small clty like ours to have a
factlity such as this, but if you really think
about it, it isn't really that odd,

“Peterborough has a lot of publishing
Iusinesses here, particularly on the maja-
zine front with Bauer, and this will provide
them with a place to train their jonrnalists.

“There s also o lot of investment being
put Into the city from organisations such as
the East Midlands Development Agency
Peterborough is no longer the cultural
desert it onee was™

The miedla cenire s currently bidding for
dual accreditation firom the Mathonal Train
ing Council for Journalists (NCTJ) and the
Periodical Training Council (FTC), and
should find out by the summer whether bt
has achioved this

Thits will mean students will be complet-
ing industry standard courses which will
inerease thelr chanee of finding work once
they leave.

At the moment, many newspipers and
migazines send trainees o colleges around
the country to take these courses, bat in the
Mim cotild be able to stay closer fo

Ome person who ks alreidy taking sdvan-
tage of Ui course’s locathon i 28-year-ald
Angela Weld, firom Deeping 5t James, near
Market Deaping.

Angela sullers from Lupus - a disease
which affects o person’s immune sys-
e, catsing extreme fatigoe, jolnt
pain, muscle aches and anaemia - and
has not been well enowgh o attemgpt a
higher education course, untll mow

*1 have always been interested in
Jonrnialism and had hoped togo to
unibversity, bat 1 have never been
well encugh,” she said. “Tt is
famtastic for me to hive a
course ke this on my
doorstep, bechiuse it enables
mie to get o qualification with-
ot having to go too far firom
home.”

Anpeln says the journalism
degree course she is taking.
under the guidance of tutor
Peter Rook - & former feaiures

ﬁ,l:ural The Evening Tefegraph - is great

“Lam really enjoying It.” she sakl “This s
only my Mrst year, but it is already giving me
a great insight into the profession.”

Peter was delighted to hear Angela's
assesament adding: "At the end of the day,
you do not need oot of equipment to teach
Journalbsm, just & room full of computers,
It the environment st High Trees (where
the centre used to be based) was pretty
cramped and equipment was quite basic,

“The now cenbne ghes us thi spaoe and

technalogy to bulld on the courses’ successes

and to improve what we do.”

Peter is in charge of the SXPress student
magazine af the college, which is prodoced -
every four months He is cormently working
on launching o brenking news website under
thi SXPress brand.

“Although the magazine gives the students
the chanco to ses thelr work published, the
stories in It are often oot of date. The web-
site will enable us to break storbes onling
amnd use the magazine for feature pleces
which are not so time-sensitive,” he said

“We hope the website will be up and run-
ning by the summer and this will give the

stundents another string to
thair baw.”
Phatography lecturer Steve Campbell
ks curremtly teaching an A-level course
ot the college, although from next year
| the course will be replaced with o
BTEC one, and is delighted with the
new facilithes.
"We are very lucky because wi
now have i propet, fully func-
toning dark mom which
enables us to teach the sia-
dents the bagies of plobogra-
phy before they get hooked
into the digital age,” hi said

11 ks important they learn
about composition and lighting
and the processas behind

EXCITED: Casriculum dins:ior
Lz Krighi.

SCREEN
STARS:
Studants try
out the new TV
studio gallery.
TRGRACEXN 16T

beefiore thego digital

Amy Hills (1), from Bretton, Peterbor-
oagh, is just one of the Adevel photography
students who has taken full advantage of the
new facilities.

“What we have now is much better than
what we had before,” she sald. “It has really
helped broaden my horizons and given mea
lot of exparience toennble me b set up my
own freelance business when [ finish."

What struck me, as a working journalist,
walking around the new centre ks just how
trive to e the facilities are. The telavision
studio and radio booths look just Hike the
real thing, in fect they may be even bettor

Maitt Kaylor, a media lecturer specialising
in television, said the aim of the centre k8 to
mirror real Hife, as far as possible.

Matt worked for 156 years in the teley Eboen
industry s a comernman for Channel 4, ITV
and the BEC.

“ILeut my teeth on game shows,” he sald.
“So0 | am teaching the siudents how to film in
this sort of format at the minmbe.

“Thay have really risen to the challenge
and have been working very hard. The fact
the facilities we have heme now ame as closi b
thie read thing as you can get hos obwicosly
edped s, and we are very excited by it all.”

Snsdent Martyn Tallon {15k magreed, saying:
“The facilities here are amazing, they have

helped bring the theory to lifie, and we
have all grown in confidence sinoe the centre

Johin Bradiey, the tutor in chargpe of rdio
and nuadio at the college, worked In the radic
industry for 25 years - 20 years at Hereward
FM, three years at Lite FM and the rest of
the time at BBC Rudio Cambridgeshire. He
sald the new facilities had helped him show
the students what it was really Hike to work
in radio,

“It is fair to say that what we had before
was pretiy anthqustod.™ e sabd, Bt the
naw facilithes are exceptional

Omnee & year the college his a temnpormry
licence to give Live brosdeasts, around the
clock, for a month. All the students et
Involved, including the dramn students, who
perform plays, the journalism students, who
write the news bulleting, and the music stu-
dents, who write and perform the jingles.

“It is o real collaborntive offort,” sabd
Tunis Paulin, curriculum team monager for
madia at the collegs,

“And evervone works really hard on it

*“The new facilites will make it even more
ecciting this yean

T bocation of the centre is perfect, 85 it
I8 50 closs to the city coentre, and the £7560,000
werspent on it has been well worth it in pro-
viding Peterborowgh with a fantastic facility
to help trin media stars of the Matane.”™
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in the future

RED CARPET TREATMENT.

QUESTIONING: Mathaniel Hammond inteniews collage  LESSOM: Journalism tutor Peter Rook takes a
class BEMOIYI0EN

Courses available at the new centre

principal Don Lawson. @RFosia s

Part-time

8 Access Diploma (covening meda
I journalism options)

B Priotography (NCFE Level 1 Cer-
tificate)

B Photograghy (GRG Level 2 Cerifi-
=i

B Journiem (CAG 7500 Diplomal
B BA (Hons) Journaltsm

B BA (Hons) Mesdia Stucses
Fuill-timae:

| Higher Dipoma n Creative &
Mecka

N Advanced Diploma in Creative &
hecha

B BTEC Firs! Diploma in Madia

W BTEC National Award / Diploma
In Journalism ¢ Publishing

B BTEC hationai Award / Diplama
i Madia Production

B BTEC Nationad Award / Diploma
In TV / Fim Production

M BTEC National Award / Diplorma




